


Break Every Rule

Break Every Rule
All Rights Reserved
Break Every Rule Copyright © 2008 Aliyah Burke, McKenna Jeffries, and Taige Crenshaw

Cover Art by MMJ of MMJ Designs © Copyright May 2008

A Satin Notes Free Novel

This book isawork of fict i on. Al |l characters, places and
and should not be confused with fact. Any resemblance to persons, living or dead, events or
places is coincidental.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduce d in any material form,
whether by printing, photocopying, scanning or otherwise without the written permission of the
authors, Aliyah Burke, McKenna Jeffries, and Taige Crenshaw.

\S)afin Wo?\eé

It has come to our attention that some of the free books/reads we have previously posted exclusively to
our yahoo groups, our individual sites, and the Satin Notes sites are being uploaded/posted on pirate
sites. We are not sure why. The free books/reads we post exclusively on said sites are thatfree On some
of these pirate sites there are paid memberships and so on. Which meas when it trickles down to it you
are paying for books that are being offered for absolutely nothingSo with that being said, if any of our free
reads/books end up on any of the pirate sites we will decide, at our discretion, if we will continue to
write/post any more free reads. When books we write, either for free or published for sale, are given
away on pirate sites it saddens and hurts us that it happens. It especially makes us not want to offer any
more books for free. We want to continue to offer free reads as a thank you to you, our readers but this
can change if our work ends up on pirate sites We 6 r e sorry it has come to
when our books continue to be posted to pirate sites.

Further about our books published for sale by our various publishers that are given away on pirate sites.
Please stop. We work hard to write these books.

Thanks
Aliyah, McKenna, and Taige


http://mmjdesigns.com/
http://satinnotes.com/

Aliyah Burke, McKenna Jeffries and Taige Crenshaw

Break Every Rule

A Trescott Cove Novel

Aliyah Burke
McKenna Jeffries
Taige Crenshaw



Break Every Rule

Dedication

To our fans who have supported us. We give you this free read in appreciation for

all your support.

Aliyah, McKenna and Taige



Aliyah Burke, McKenna Jeffries and Taige Crenshaw

Prologue

Silently, she waited for the man to pass her, then came out from behind the tree
and snuck up behind him. She slid her knife between his ribs and up. She caught him as
he fell , stmakéasoumd ant guied him back. Lowering him to the floor,
she gritted her teeth as she ignored the pain of her own injuries and the blood soaking
her side. As she stood, a lightheaded feeling swept over her. She took a breath and
clamped down on the need to pass out.

A sound made her look to her left. The glint of a gun made her heart stall.
Quickly, she flipped back just as the bullets let loose. Cursing her one moment of
weakness, she blocked out the pain and silently ran through the trees, then sid behind
some brush. Heart racing, she knelt in the foliage and let her mind go blank. They had

been ambushed, and she had sent her coordinates to the backup teams. But she knew it

woul dnot matter. She needed to take care

Dark chocolate eyes narrowed. On silent feet, she stood and moved through the
foliage, slow and steady, until she was
move at all to betray his position. He was good, but she was better.

Dropping to her belly, she crawled towar d him. The man tensed and turned. It
was too late. She was on him and fought him for his weapon. He was strong and
punched her in her already throbbing side. Ignoring the pain, she pivoted and lashed
out with her leg. The man stumbled back. She used it to her advantage, taking her knife
out of her hip sheath and throwing it. It embedded between his eyes. He fell backward,
dead. Before he landed on the ground, she had melted into the brush and waited to see
if there were any more. One by one, she picked themoff, battling her weakness and
pain. She clamped down on the fury bubbling inside of her. After some time, she
realized there were no more.

Standing, she staggered back toward the river where they had been ambushed.

Oblivious to the dark night, she trudg ed on for miles, running, walking, and crawling.
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Finally, she saw the glint of the river and, slowly dragging herself to her feet, walked
over to where she had hidden him.
oCamer on, | &m back. Theydre dead. We | ust
wouldnoét make it. The | oss of blood from her si
it would be too late.
But at least he would live. She had made sure to hide him before she led the men
away. She stilled, realizing it was silent. Too silent. Cautiously, she uncovered him. His
caramel skin was pale and cold. His green-eyed gaze had a film. Hand shaking, she
reached out to touch him. A sound whispered from her right. Turning, she saw the man
sneaking up on her. The man took in her condition, the blood and paleness.
He smirked and came toward her, brandishing a knife. She saw the glint of the
topaz in the hilt and knew it was her knife, the one she had left with Cameron to protect
himself. Closing her eyes briefly, she growled low in her chest, and then her eyes
flashed open. The man paused, fear leaking over his face. Smiling coldly, she got up
and advanced on him. The man stumbled back, fearful. She showed no mercy. In quick
precision, she sliced at him. The man roared and rushed her. She twisted, grabbel him,
and twisted his body into hers. She raked her knife across his throat. The warm gush of
blood flew into the air. She grabbed her knife out of his hand and let him drop. A
continuous growl filtered out of her lips. She padded back to Cameron and drop ped
beside him.
With a swift movement, she embedded the knife into the ground beside his
body. With gentle hands, she uncovered him and pulled his body into her lap. She
growled as she cradled and rocked him. Throwing her head back, she screamed in pain
and agony. The jungle went silent except for her screams. After some time, to the
screams turned to whimpers.
ol love you. God, Cameron, | | ove you, 0 sh
Weakness made her fallsideways. She glanced at the knife laying nextto her

hand as shecurled against him and held him. Darkness claimed her.
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When consciousness fluttered into her again, she grabbed her knife and spun,
resting it agai nst dcheptumoa thdm. Tthé man watchethllen wh o 0
out of calm aqua eyes. He moved. She pressed down, drawing blood. He stilled.
oWedre your rescue, 6 a voice purred.
She could swear his |Iips hadndét moved. Bl o
real. The man moved his hand slowly and pulled down on his Velcro on his sleeve ,
showing her the emblem of the rescue forces. Her hand shook, but she held her knife on
his throat.
oCaptain, who are you? Who do you serve fo
are?06 he asked.
She knew they were standard questions, but resented them. She jerked her knife
away from his throat and answered.
oCaptain Dominiqgue Rul e. My unit is cl assi
The man nodded and asked, OAre there any m
Sur vi vor s ready.Bominigue laodted dolwn at Cameron, and the pain of
his loss almost made her pass out. Steeling herself, she looked back into aqua eyes and
replied, O0All my men were killed. 6
The man nodded, his face grim. He motioned to someone over her shoulder.
Dominique turned and saw two other men come out of the brush behind her.
Surfer dude and bad gshe thought. Dominique glanced back at the man in front
of her, and his aqua gaze was intense Most dangerousshe added about him. The men
looked as if they were related.
OAre you able to walk, Captain Rule?d the
Dominique raised her head and | ooked him i
Gritting her teeth, she stood and wavered. The man stood beside her and waited
for her to get her bearings. After a few moments, Dominque nodded. She glanced at the
other two and saw the bad ass had Cameron slung over his shoulder.

OWho are yod?d6 she aske
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The man next to her replied. OHel |l er Sidor
oKillian Sidorov.o6 Then the bad ass. o0Dane Si
His introductions confirmed that, as she suspected, they were related. She noted
he hadndt given henmdta asaakkf,oranadne.heHids not doi
needed to know. He didndt want her to know wh
nodded, and Heller looked at the others. He took the lead. They set off at a brisk pace.
Domi ni que knew she wouldno6t | ast.
It doesndt matter. | &m dead anyway. Camer o
She heard a sound. Instinct took over. In a quick move, she slid from behind
Heller, turned, and threw her knife into the trees. A cry followed, and a body fell from

the trees. It happened in seconds. Dominique could feel them looking at her. She looked

at Heller. The heat in his eyes confused her.
Killian had a weird grin on his face. The oth
burning hungershe saw i n Hell erds gaze. The men excha
understand.

O6What 26 Dominique demanded.
The men didndt reply. Hel l er started forwa
follow. She scowled and went after Heller. As the miles accumulated, Domin ique felt
each step, but stubbornly refused to say anything. She knew she would die, but would
be damned if she would let them carry her. They reached a clearing and started across.
The sound of gunfire barely registered in her brain, and then she felt the bullets rip into
her body. Sound became suspended as she the force of it threw her backward into the
air. She waited for the hard crunch of the ground, but it never came.
Strong arms caught her, and then she felt the air on her face. Dominique tried to
make sense of what she was seeing. They were moving too fast for him to be running.
It coul dndot be. She glanced up into the aqua
0OYou wonoét die today, Domi ni que Rul e. You

Heller 6s t one brooked no argument .
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Dominique stifled her laugh. Like he had a say on her dying. Her breath rattled
in her chest. She felt the blood choking her.

Youdl | l i ve. | dHlell | @cdesptvonatehiwhg slpes £d.

We will accept nothing lesancther voice added.

Youdre now under o yathirdvowdsaid.t i on, Domini que

The sounds of the voices seemed to echo in her mind. She knew it was Dane and
Killian whodd added to what Hel |l er sai d, al t h
Dominique shook her head to clear the buzzing.

Who do these arrogant bastards think they are?

Your protectorsthe three voices replied.

| ©&m already dead, so it doesndt mikyt er. Ca

blackness claimed her.
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Chapter One

Threegar s | ater é

With a step outside the door, Dominique Rule raised her head and took in the
beauty of the sunrise. As wuswual, all the tens
away. She smiled, pulled the door closed behind her, checked to see it was leked, and
stepped further outside. Slowly, she walked across her back deck taking in the lush
greenery before her. The sun glinted off the lake behind her house, making it look even
more inviting. The few trees at the two edges of the lake rustled lightly in the early
morning wind.

Dominique walked down the stairs, off her deck, and onto the ground. She gave
one more stretch, put the earphone for her I-Pod in her ears, and then set off jogging.

She had already stretched in the house. She glanced once morat the lake, then focused
forward on her run. In seconds, she was in the groove of running. A small smile of
happiness curled her lush lips.

The beauty and solitude is why | bought the house over two years ago. That, and the
privacy it affords me.

She reahed the path she usually took, the one that went around the lake she
shared only with one other house on the other side. That house had been empty for as
l ong as shedd |ived here, and Dominique was (¢
neighbors. Reaching the house in question, she slowed and took in the back of the
massive structure. It was a similar raised ranch style house, like her own, but way
bigger. The house was done in a pale yellow and burnt orange. There were seven
bedrooms, each with its own individual bath, and five suites of room which included
baths and sitting rooms, spread out on the third and fourth floors. The second floor was

the masterodos fl oor, with a massive suite and

10
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had looked at the house when she was searching for a place to buy, but decided it was
too big for her. It was a house for a family.

A shaft of pain filled her. A house like that one would be a painful reminder that
s h e w ot havadarfainily. She had chosen the house on the other side of the lake and
made it her own. She loved her house, which was pale yellow and deep red. The third
floor had three bedrooms, each with its own individual bath, and one suite of rooms

whichincuded a bath and a sitting room. The

secon

a massive suite which included an office, gym

space renovated to make an inhouse shooting range. Dominigue gave one last look to
the house, then speed up to finish her run. Reaching a set of trees, Dominique put on a
burst of speed, just like she usually did going around the corner.

She gasped as she hit something solid. The solid mass grunted, and hard hands
grabbed her as they fell. Absertly, she noted the hands shielded her head from hitting
the ground. Instinctively, Dominique pushed, and they rolled over. She rested her hand
on her side, where she had her knife hidden. Breathing hard, Dominique raised her
head and shook some hair thathad come loose back out of her eyes. She stilled, and her
eyes widened as they met heavily lashed eyes so dark grey that they were almost black.
His gaze amused, the man lay still below her as she studied him. His chocolate skin had
a light sheen of sweat. A broad forehead, high cheekbones, and firm chin were put
together to form a strong, handsome masculine face.

Oh God. , I want to suck on his full,

smi | i

Dominigueds head cleared at the uldwayught . S

The man tightened his hands around her arm, holding her in place. Warily, she gripped
her knife handle.

oHey, are you okay?6 His voice was a
through her body.

Dominique stilled a shudder and looked at h im. The concern in his gaze made
her heart beat faster. The man raised an eyebrow, then looked at her face and loose hair.

A small smile curled his lips, and he met her eyes once again.

11
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oCan you speak? Or did my knocking you ove
His hands started to run across her body gently. Dominique stiffened and jerked
back. Again, he stilled her by gripping her arms. She tested his hold and found he was
strong. She looked into his eyes, then down at where his hands held her arms, then back
at face.
oLet me go, 6 she said firmly.
The man seemed to get more amused, and before she could even blink, he shifted
her off him, stood, and pulled her up behind him.
He 6 s mo Doeisiqué wasched him narrowly.
The man cocked his head to the side anl watched her. The silence between them
lengthened, and then the man laughed softly.
oDo you always give people that cold 6dond
special 26 he asked.
Dominique bit back a snort. He was blunt. She liked that.
0 May b e repliecs h e
What are you doing? No, no flirting with the man who knocked you over.
The man threw back his head and laughed. His eyes sparkling, he glanced at her
and ran his hands down her arms. Dominique jumped, startled to realize he was still
touching her. She took a step back. The man stilled her again.
0OYoudre still touching me,é Dominique grow
ol know, 6 the man replied in a growl of hi
Dominique stared at him, and then pointedly glared at his hand before returning
her gaze to his. Themand dndét even seem fazed, just contir
could easily break his hold, but for some rea
hands over her arms, then her sides. His hand stilled when he found the knife, and
there was aquestioninhi s eyes, but he didndt ask. He j us
0ls there a reason youdre feeling me up?a6
The man laughed another of those sexy laughs and continued to touch her. He

knelt and checked her | egs thantheér kneds.danminsqued i d n & t

12
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sighed. He looked up at her with a wicked look in his eyes and a smile on his lips. The
man stood quickly. Dominique stepped back, startled at his swiftness once again. She

was used to people moving fast, but this man unnerved her.

oYeah, thereds a reason, 0 the man said.

OHuh?¢6

His |Iips twitched as he spoke again. O0OA re
chuckled. oWell, actually, | &m checking you f

oOReally? A doctor?déd Domi niwpulcechawspegiged ur pri s e
him for a doctor.

0Yep. Daggatt Blade at you service, Ms:0 He st opped.

Dominique continued to study him, debating why Dr. Taggart Blade had such a
strange effect on her. He stood silently and waited for her to supply her name.

oUmmé Dominique Rule, 6 she said.

ONice to meet you, Dominique Rule. Well , n

gave her a smile.

Dominiqgue coul dndét help but | augh. Somet hi
endearing.

0So, Dr . Bl ade, do yvyowitheatucal la yemdepatio

Hi s eyes widened, and then he | aughed agai

him. She was blunt herself.

oCal | me Taggart. And yeah, patients are u
touch to cal m down.oontHen ucehdu.c kd Seod,, Msh.e nRucl e, wh
this way?6

0ltds Dominiqgue. And | should be asking yo
one trespassing, 6 she countered.

Taggart had the same amused look on his face. He rocked back on his heels.
Do mi ni gyasa@®gped, and she bit her lip to stifle a moan as she took in his tight

tee-shirt stretched over a broad chest, and scandalously short shorts that showed his

13
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rock hard thighs. She had been avoiding looking, knowing how delicious it had felt all
pressad up against her when they were on the ground.

Have mercy! | want to be his shirt. No,-Ailne shorts. Hell | want to be all of it.

Cursing herself, she dragged her eyes away from his body and back to his face.
The hunger in his gaze made her shudder lightly, and she shifted to cover the
involuntary movement. She didndt want him to
It woul dndét matter that she al ways avoided en
big walking entanglement if she ever saw one. He watched her move, then licked his
lips.

oWhat are you doing here on my | ake?d she

Her voice came out harsh. Taggart raised one eyebrow, and his look clearly said
he knew she was attracted. She braced herself for his bluntness.

OYoudre | ake® Fuhnhnye Béne, which would mak
gestured toward the house behind them.

That surprised her. Dominique glanced back at the house, just visible through

the trees. She saw what she had missed before. The deck had furniture, and the
wind ows of the house had curtains. She turned back to Taggart.

OYoudre living here? |1 I|live across the | ak
direction of her house.

She didnodot | et her disappointment show. Wi
married.

OYourdy enew neighboroarl &@kedod6 %$agpgads said.

She thought she heard an emphasis ornour, but that was foolish. He was married.
Domi ni que didnoét want to think on why that bo

oWel |l , nice meet i ngkesueto,chamge mygunting pathsd1d | | m
dondt disturb yo6 uDoamidniygouwe cowirfseed her sel f and
saying. ol mean your family. o

She nodded at him, then walked around him to go.

oDominique! 6 he call ed.

14
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She cursed herself again, the turned back to him. Taggart smiled that wicked
grin again, then spoke.
oYou dono6ét have to change your running pat
run around your side of the | ake, too. Would
She nodded, keeping her mouth shut since she semed to have blurt-out-what-
y 0 u {dhmlang disease.

Taggart cocked his head to the side and studied her. She refused to shift under

his perusal.
0As for my wife, since | dond6ét have one, y
to her and ran his fingerdown her cheek. o1 081l | be seeing you
It sounded | i ke a promise. He turned and w

noticed his hair. It was in a single tight braid which hung down his back, topping just

below his shoulder blades. She clended her hands. She was sucker for long hair on a

man. Taggart glanced back at her over his shoulder and winked, then continued on.

Realizing she was standing there like an idiot, Dominique turned and walked away.
Oh no, Blade, we will not be seeing eatlerosoonPominique vowed.

While she walked, she tried to understand what had just happened. Usually, she

wasndt attracted to anyone, or if she was, sh
Taggart Bl ade was danger outlikettonehiter control , a
Youdre such a Iliar. You |liked how he made

long time her inner voice mocked.
Shut the hell up. You donsbecouktereadw what youd
Liar, liar, panties all wether inner voice sang continuously.
Growling, Dominique continued on. She stopped, looked up, and cursed. She

had passed her house. She turned back and went up on her deck and to her back door.

She paused in her open doorway and glanced back at the house acrosghe lake. A

figure stood on the deck looking her way. She knew it was him. He raised his hand and

waved. She returned the gesture, then continued into her house. Closing the door, she

leaned against it.

15
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oWhat am | going to do?d nthékitaminni queds Vvoic

A soft woof made her look down. She dropped to her knees and looked into the
parti -colored--half brown and half blue --eyes of her pure white Siberian Husky.

o0Giada, youdre so right. Avoid him at al/l

Another soft woof sounded, and then a tongue licked her hand. Dominique
laughed and shifted to her other, identical Siberian Husky.

ORacquel . Hey, girl . Giada is giving me so
watch. o00Oh, we have tothe dffieet theg bhave @ gostomyl can go
appointmentwith 0 she tried to remember the doctords
She shrugged and continued. Omy new gynecol og
now. | d8ll have to | ookaida amdl RKRaeguél She Thenk
you to your appointment. 6

The dogs whined, then took off running into the house. Dominique stood and
laughed.

o0Come back here, you two. | know you I|liked
should have gotten a vet here in Trescott Cove for you years ago instead of traveling
t wo hours to your vet. Hell, 1 0dm getting a ne
with it.o

She walked deeper into the house, glancing into rooms that held their favorite
hiding places, looking for them. Reaching the atrium, Dominique got down on her
knees and looked under the padded couch-l i ke bench. Giada and Racgq
glowed out at her. They woofed softly. Dominique shook her head.

oYou all are so spoiled. 0 ngthabiesclhuckl ed. 0o
promise, if you dondt | ike Dr. Si mmons, wedl |l

They woofed again and came out. They draped over her lap, one on each side,
giving her pitiful looks. Dominique rolled her eyes.

oYou are so not f ool cance theappointment. Gpmdon.i ng me
We have a | ot to do before your appointment. 6

the door.
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She glanced back at the dogs standing by the chair. She snapped her fingers and
they came to stand behind her. Walking back the way she came, she went upstairs to
get ready. An image of dark grey eyes filled her mind.
0Go away, Taggart. |l &m not getting involve

She pushed the image away and got ready for the day.

* k% * %

Taggart Blade watched as Dominique disappeared inside her house. Clenching
his hand over the rail, he tried to calm his pounding heart.
Whereds your wusual reserved cool, Tag?
He didndt know, but one | ook into Dominiqu
wanted to get to know her a lot better. He had final ly moved into his house last night.
For years, hedodd had his eyes on 1815 Calblis
of Trescott Cove called it. He could have bought it at anytime, but kept telling himself
he shoul dnot. He 6 d ae amdwemembered time partiestsacMst t  C
Liane had thrown here for years. Ms. Liane had owned both houses, using the other one
for the overflow of any of her visiting families. Ms. Liane had invited the whole town to
her parties, and it was always fun. Whens hedd di ed ten years ago, h
the houses on the market. They were reasonably priced, but the main house, which he
now owned, was so big that most people felt it was for a family. And most of them
di dndt have familites | arge enough to fill i
Although he had no wife or children yet, he wanted the house. With his siblings

and other family members, he could fill the house many times over. Thank God he

didndt have to. Hi s family al/| had homes scat
twoanda half years ago, hedd heard that an out s
at the | ake. He hadndét met her, at |l east not

finally stopped second guessing himself and bought the house. His delectable neighbor

made it a great investment. He remembered the sensuous feel of her body against his
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as they fell. He frowned as he thought of how she had rolled them so she was on top.
Hedd wondered why, but then it all went away
of sweet chocol at e. Eyes that were wary and i
read body reactions. And Dominique was defiantly interested, but leery.

Her long, curly hair had shaded her eyes until she had shook it back out of her
face. It had taken everything he had not to reach out and grab her hair and sink his
hands into it. The scent of strawberries in her hair had almost driven him crazy. The rest
of her was just as enticing. Her flawless sienna skin flowed over an exquisite, heart-
shaped facewith high sculpted cheekbones and full, lush lips, and firm chin. From how
she was pressed against him, he could feel all her curves. His hold on her arms let him
know she was muscled. He had checked her to see if she was okay.

When she had demanded he let her go in that smoky voice, his cock had come to
attention. He knew it was time to get up before he embarrassed himself. He had stood
and helped her up. That was when he realized she was close in height to his own six-
foot-two . The surprise in her gaze was sexy. When he had asked her about the cold look
she was giving him, she had responded the way he liked it--blunt and without any
sugarcoating. Usually, it took people a while to get used to his bluntness, and some
didndédth&kwmotwo take it. Yet Dominigue hadndét he:
her again, he wondered at the knife on her wa
guestions, and then the smile thatr evel ed she had di mples on eac
his kneeshad almost buckled. He wanted her badly.

It was weird. He usually was the most reserved and contained member of his
family. They called it affable and quiet. His mother said he was her thinking baby. He
t hought before he did anyn lsiond.onfQhdatodduwhy hiet
always wanted. The rest of the family was more outgoing. Yet, with Dominique, he
found he couldndt help but want to make her s
cock got harder just thinking of it. She had studied his b ody, and the hunger in her gaze
made him want to kiss her. He had resisted, although it had taken all his control. It

wasnodot his style to move that fast with anyon

18
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Taggart chuckled as he remembered her comment about a wife. Dominique had
blanked herface and acted | i ke she wasnodot attracted.
didndédt want him, but her body betrayed her. T
the shudder that racked her bodyéit all/l poi nt
wanted her.

What are you going to do about it?

Taggart didnét know, but first he had to t
reaction to Dominique. Until he sorted it out in his mind, he would keep away from
Dominique Rule. He cast one last look at the house acres the lake, then went inside to

get ready for work.

Later that day, thoughts of sexy chocolate eyes filled his mind. Sighing, Taggart
threw his pen on his desk and spun his chair around to face the window that looked out
on Caspain Avenue. The street ouside was busy with people passing by his one way
glass. He could see them, but they couldndt s
outside his office for even a few moments in his usually hectic day. A knock sounded
on the partially closed door.
oDoyxqQqur next patient is here. Room Seven, o
Turning back to his desk, he stood and went to the door. He opened it and
| ooked at Kelinds smiling face.
oDaydreaming again, you slacker, o Kel in

OYou know itdo N0 Wagdkanto opened his empty

Kelin |l aughed and rolled her eyes. ol kno
of fice i f we didnodét kick you out at the end o
oWhat would | ever do without you@own Taggar

the hall together.

OYoudd be so disorganized, patients woul d
promptly.

They stopped in front of Room Seven.

19
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oVery true. | 6d be | ost without you and Si
Kelin chuckled and hdndecdeli mot We fai Ibé .oodW
get the things to take the blood panel s. 0
Taggart nodded as she left. He pushed open the door as he opened the file.
0Good aft e+onoloang,g aMst. sputtered to a stop as
He looked up into Dominiqu e Rul eds startled chocol ate bi
in his thoughts all day. Taggart studied her. This morning, she had been in a cute little
jogging suit, but now she was all business woman. Her dark gold jacket over a pale
yellow shirt set off her sienn a skin beautifully. The skirt was the same color as the
jacket, and she was sitting so it showed off her sexy knees. Strappy sandals that
matched her jacket and skirt covered delicate feet. The pale polish on her toes made him
want to nibble on them. He raised his eyes to her face again. Her hair was pinned back,
letting him see all those lovely angles of her face.
oHel |l o, Dominique, 6 he said.
She shivered, then stood, raising her chin. He bit the inside of his lips as her skirt
fell just above her knees,leaving much of her toned legs bare for his eyes. She looked

even better standing up. He wanted to bite right at the rounded point of her chin, then

lick it.
ONice to see you again, o6 he said. oOWedre m
pleasure, arealpl easure, to see you again so soon. 0
It |l ooked | i ke avoiding her hadndt been in

guestion fate.
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Chapter Two

Taggart saw the surprise in her eyes then they narrowed.

OYou said youdre a doctor, 6 she accused.

oo am a doctor. |l just didndét say what type
knowing she probably woul dndt appreciate it.
oYoudre a vet. An ani mal doctor not a peop

She | ooked behind her ard nkaiyd,udd¥e ecntu,maln . kbn v
back at him rolling her eyes.

Taggart chuckled. He looked at his patients. The two pure white Siberian
Huskies looked at him out of leery parti -colored - half brown and half blue & eyes.

He put down their file on the desk an d dropped his tone to the soft voice he used

with animals as he approached them. 00h, you
skittish. | &m Doc Tag. 6 Reaching the table he
smell him.

The two Huskies looked at each other then Dominique.

OHed6s okay girls, 6 she said grudgingly. O0OA

were expecting.6 She paused. oUnless he al so
oLaufrDrn. Si mmons was <called out of town une
patientsunt i | she gets back. So | never | ied about
on his face.
Domi ni que made a rude noise. He didndt say
Huskies. They still | ooked at him cautiously.

them to decide what they wanted to do. The one on the right cocked her head and

studied him. She nodded and put her head down on the table. Taggart thought she

looked like a queen granting him leave to kiss her hand. He stepped closer to her and

petted herh e a d . He quickly checked her over as he g

soft and silky. The dog whined softly and leaned deeper into his hand.
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Wish your owner was would ask me to touch her too. And kis$lkednoked at
Dominique out of the corner of his eyes.

She was studying him closely as he touched her dog. A bark captured his
attention. He glanced at the other dog on the left who had come closer. The dog put up
her paw. He chuckled and took her paw and shook it. The dog sat back and studied
him. Taggart stroked her nose. The Husky barked then licked his hand. He ran his
hands over her body checking her out also.

oWhat 6s your names?06

0The shameless one | aying down to bytour rig
|l icker is Racquel, 6 Dominique answered.

0Theydre beautiful. Do they ever run with
Racquel | ay down and checked her feet. He als

oYeah, wusually. They weéeroanifna egluiendg rlad 4y dt loif
He glanced at her from under his eyelids. There was a frown on her face and she
was biting her lip. He removed his hand from Giada and clenched his fist to resist the

temptation of licking where she bit it.

0Good, maybe |, Mari o iaensd. 61 ay can join yo

OWhods Mario and Flay?06 Dominique | ooked c

oMy dogs, theydre Huskies | ike theekamd t wo.
white coat and ice blueeyes0 He chuckl ed and feeling more wur

continued his exam.

The dogs let him look them over without any squirming. They were very well
behaved. Kelin came into the room with the shots. He stepped back and read through
the last notes in their file from their previous vet. He glanced at Kelin she handed him
the shots. Taggart checked then over and made a few notes in the file. He handed one
shot back to Kelin then turned and went back to the table. Dominique had moved to
stand closer to the dogs. She eyed the needles.

0The notes from Dr. Al mud said they are du
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Dominique nodded still looking at the needles. Taggart bit his lip not to laugh.
She was hovering |Iike a mother hen. It was <cu
brief meeting he knew she woul dndt appreciate
ol 6l give iGisadadad hHer dsoved t o Gi ada.
Domi ni que went quickly to Giadads side. Ta
found a spot and administered the shot. Dominique murmured to Giada and stroked
her fur. Taggart turned, took a step and handed the empty syringe to Kelin then took
the other. Kelin winked and smiled. He turned to Racquel and Dominique was next to
her stroking her fur watching him. He repeated the process with Racquel. Dominique
murmured and stroked. Finished he turned and gave the other syringe to Ke lin. Kelin
bustled out. Taggart went back to the desk and made some more notes then looked at
Dominique.
0They are very well behaved and in good he
Simmons whenever you come in again you can set up appointmentstoseete r . 6
The dogs barked. Dominique shook her head then looked at her dogs her look
unsure. She took a breath then sighed.
0OYoudre so spoiled.dé6 She said to the bogs
already seen you, wedll |l i ke you to be our do
The dogs barked again and gave him canine grins. Dominique gritted her teeth
and glared at the dogs.
0Spoiled rotten,d she muttered.
The dogs came closer to her on the table and butted her in the side and shoulder.
Dominique made a humph sound.
0 We | she said combatively.
Taggart didndét know if he wanted to kiss h
Sighing since he wasndot sure if he could s
He rolled his eyes. OWhenever you need to
The dogs looked smug while Domi nique looked pained. Closing the file Taggart

picked up the file and tapped it on his hand.
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0So, when can we schedule a run for all of
Dominique stiffened. Turning she picked up her bag and the leashes. Without

her saying a word the dogs jumped off the table. They flanked her one on each side.

Quickly she bent and snapped the leashes on the dogs. Dominique stood and walked

towards the door. She stopped, opened it and went outside the door. Taggart followed

her. Dominique sauntered down the hall her high heeled sandals clicking in the hall.
oDominique, 6 he call ed.
Dominique looked at him over her shoulder. Her dark chocolate brown eyes

steady.
ol prefer to run alone, 6 she stated firmly
Dominique turned and continued down the hall. Ta ggart leaned against the open

doorway.
OPreferences are made to be changed Domini

Dominique stiffened and stopped. She threw him another look over her

shoul der. Taggartods cock hardened at the chal
0l only c¢hawheritisstgnveméenn y convenience. See ya Doc
Tag. 6 Dominique strode down the hall then tur

Taggart laughed. Dominique Rule was a spitfire and he liked that. He walked
down the hall and around the corner to his office to get ready for his next appointment.
He stopped in front of his door as Kelin came down the hall towards him.

oYour next two appointments reschedul ed, 6

Mentally he flipped through his appoint men
morning. O
oYep. Youdbre clear until 2 o06clock, 6 Kelin

He nodded, walked into his office and behind his desk. Taking a seat he thought
of the paperwork he had to do. He shook his h
paperwork.

0So what do IlywmuchwahtKdloirn asked.
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Taggart jumped not realizing she was still there. He thought of what he wanted.
Making a quick decision he stood, shrugged out of his coat and picked up his briefcase.

0l dm going out to run some err ans and wi l
walked towards the door.

The surprise was clear on Kelinds face. He
leave the office until he was all done for the day. Taggart smiled at her and chucked her

playfully under the chin.

oOHey, | can béetsaped.Nnt aneous, 06
oYeah, right and a glacier moves I|li ke a | o
ol't does, | didnoét know that. o6 Taggart wig

Kelin laughed. He chuckled continuing out the door then down the hall a little.
Taggart stopped at the door that led to the back lot of the practice and glanced at Kelin.
olf you need me call me on the cell . ¢
o0l know, now go on and have fun. o6 Kelin ma
hands.
ONo wild parties. 6 He shook his finger at
Kelin reached around him and o pened the door. She pushed at his shoulder.
0Go on. o
0l dm going, 6 Taggart said.
He stepped outside and the bright sun blinded him momentarily. Swearing
softly he reached into the pocket of his case and took out his shades putting them on.
He glanced back at Kelin and waved. She waved and started to close the door.
OWhoo hooo, party.é Kelin | aughed as cl ose
Taggart chuckled and walked over to his dark blue SUV. Going around to the
driverds side he stopped t hendastheadeeggorgeSsineppi ng
the side of the car, the broken driverds side
around the open parking area then onto Spencer Avenue. People were walking up and
down the sidewalk while cars were driving along the busy street . Taggart looked back

at his busted car. Between the times he came in a few hours ago and now someone had
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messed with his car. He should call the cops. Taggart glanced up at the beautiful day
and didndét want to waste t he dtagetentothecawoul d t a
without checking it over first though. Putting down his bag he circled the car and
checked it over. He got down on the floor and looked under the undercarriage. Taggart
stood and dusted off his hands.
Sure that it was safe he pressedis button to open the doors. Getting in Taggart
was glad his first stop was someplace he coul
away. He glanced the side window and side mirror. Starting the SUV he backed out of
his space and went to the exit. Pausirg he checked traffic then merged with the cars on
Spencer Avenue. In seconds he made the right onto Caspain Avenue and drove for ten
minutes. Pulling into the parking bay he glanced at Gold SUV that was pulling out. He
blinked and looked again. The person had already pulled out into traffic and was too
far away for him to see.
You need to get Dominique off your mind. Y
A knock on the side of the car made him jump. He pressed the button and rolled
down the passenger side window .
oWhat the hell did you do to your car?déd Ha
Taggart got out of the car and waited for him to come join him. Hancock came
around the car and stood beside him, his hands on his hips. Hancock frowned and

studied the car then looked at him.

oWho the hell did you piss off? Where did
surprised Ulrich would I et you come here with
olf I can get a word in. | didndt press any
teens being stupid. And | didnot calll Ul rich

Hancock gave him a look then unhooked his phone from his belt and walked to
the front of the car. Taggart followed him.

oBoTaggart stopped what tHancoskgpstumhlsbnger t o s a
in warning and gave him the patented big brother look.

Taggart leaned against the hood.
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ORich we need you here at my garage. 6 Hanc
brothero6s car was messed at hi Rigfgfeircel d 6damTa
Hancock | ooked at him again. oO0OYeah | expected
few. O

Hancock closed his phone and put it away. He crossed his arms over his broad
chest and stared at Taggart. Taggart refused to let him make him fed guilty.

0That doesndt work anymore. 0

oBaby br ot Mancock started.

Taggart cut him off. oOYoudre only three ye
before me. Hell you arendt even the oldest an
oDondt mattidd wowdhrgerstt han me. So youodre t

| dm the baby brother to Alton and the others,
Taggart sighed and looked at his brother with similar features to his and height.

It was more habit to protest being called baby brother than anything. It was the same

argument they had whenever any of his sibs who were older called him baby brother.

He didndt even know why he wasted his breath.

devilish look in his dark grey eyes. Taggart smiled knowin g what was coming and it

was the reason he protested. He straightened away from the car and took off in a sprint

toward the garage. Hancock whooped and chased him. Taggart dodged. Hancock

swore as he knocked into a rolling tool box. Laughing Taggart looked behind him. It

was a mistake. Hancock tackled him. Grunting Taggart hit the floor with Hancock on

top of him. Hancock grinned evilly then shifted grabbing his head. Hancock gave him a

noggie.
0Say youdbre the baby brother, 6 Hancock tau
ONo, get off me you big lug. 06 Taggart rocke
They rolled around the floor knocking over various tool bins and other things.

Hancock was laughing like a lunatic. Taggart grunted. They rolled outside the open bay

garage door. Hancock held him down laughing.

0Say it. 6o
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ONo. o
oDo I need to call your mother?6 A |l anguid
ONo. 6 They said simultaneousl y.
They looked up at Ulrich Willis. Ulrich pushed back his shades to the top of his
head and looked at them shaking his head.
0Give me one reason | sdooHel dmodtti ocnaeldl thoe rt hae
continued, oO0o0or that. o6 Ulrich waved at the car
He and Hancock disentangled and stood quickly. He and Hancock exchanged a
look with perfect understanding then back at Ulrich.
ONo caramel bread pudding for you,éd They s
Ulrich winced and growled. o0Dondt get betw
They crossed their arms over their chest and returned his look. Taggart knew if
they told their sister Rissa not to give Ulrich any of the bread pudding he loved she
woul dndt. Well for a price of course but she
at them and grunted.
0OYou should have some respect for the | aw.

oOoPl ease, you wusually | aroupd. Yonhavelaen@an we 6 r e p |

el bow jab. 6 Taggart snorted.

0Shhé dondt say that to | oud. I swear your
something. She knows everything. 6 Ulrich | aug
tell me what happenedthecrag?dé He motioned to

The sound of a ringing cell phone interrupted them. They each pulled out their
cells. Taggart showed them it was his. He checked the number and winced. It rang
again. He answered it.

oHel |l o, Mom, 6 Taggart answer ed.

Hancock and Ulrich eyes widen ed then they laughed. Ulrich mouthed,

oPsychic. o6 They wal ked away to his car.
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Taggart | istened then spoke. ONot hing, | ©
ol dm feeling okay. | didndot | eave work becau
o0l dm fome. ybu too. Bye. 6 He hung up.

oTag get your butt over here and explain,o

Taggart sighed and went over to them. To think his day had started so well with
a look at an ebony goddess.

Maybe fate will let you see her agaliaggart snorted.

He wasndt that |l ucky but one could hope.

* k k k%

Dominique tapped her nails one by one slowly against the table as she stared
across at the laughing woman. Hunter Willis looked at her then continued to laugh.
Tears fell from Hun ting hebthick gilked lashegthaesyrroenged s
her eyes. Hunter shook her head making her ponytail that fell behind her back swing
over her shoulder. In a graceful movement she pushed the ponytail back behind her
back. Hunt eaudas skinwas flus heawiti®her mirth.

Hunter seemed to calm then | ooked at
then she started to laugh again. When she had finally got Hunter out of the office to
come with her to her favorite r estoddehea n't
entertainment too. Dominique had waited until after they had ate, paid the bill and
were enjoying their teas before she had told Hunter about her day. She was glad she
had, if Hunter had laughed like that as she was eating she would have choked.
Dominique humped and looked around the Rissablu dining area. The restaurant they
were having lunch at was very popular in Trescott. The service provided gave you an
intimate feel but the restaurant was actually medium sized and hectic. The tables were
spaced far enough away from each other to give you privacy. The food was excellent
and the décor homey yet sophisticated.

Dominique studied the low hung stained glass lamp -like looking lights and

again wondered as she usually did each time she came here vinere they had gotten such
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a unique and beautiful lighting. It was the first thing that caught your attention. The
various colors on the lamp shades were in a unique design which the table below the
light matched from the tablecloths, plates and other decorative items. Each table had a
different one of a kind design on the shade and the décor of the table flowed to match
with it.
She looked back at the other patrons and realized they were looking their way
and some had smiles on their faces. Hunter had an infectious laugh. Dominique looked
back at Hunter and studied her. A stray curl
against her smooth forehead. Her high sculptured cheekbones made her look
aristocratic. Dimples surrounded her full | au
infectious, her beauty would draw attention.
Although if she mentioned it to Hunter, Hunter would cla im it was Dominique
who turned heads. Even their other friend, Sienna Zain tried to downplay her own
beauty and claimed it was all Dominique. They both acted like they were the ugly step
sisters but Dominique knew it was a lie. They all had their own form of beauty. Put
them in the same room together and they were all bombarded with offers from men and
women. They turned down all the offers. They all had their reasons and due to their
close relationship they each kneehatonshiyis but di d
why Dominique had chosen to discuss what had happened to her all day with Hunter.
After Hunterds reaction she was rethinking te
was supposed to be moving there soon. Watching her laugh at her, Dominique debated
if she should kick Hunterds chair from under
Nah, although it would be fun, |l dondt wan
OAre you done yet?0 Dominique asked instea
Hunter bit her lip and held up a finger for her to wait. Hunter looked away and
composed herself. She looked back at Dominique and her lips twitched.
olf you | augh again | wil/l kick you out of

OYou can try but are you ready for the con

30



Aliyah Burke, McKenna Jeffries and Taige Crenshaw

Dominique blew out a breath and lean ed back in her chair and glared at Hunter.
She didndt ask what Hunter meant; she already

of retaliating at the most inopportune times.

OFine, are you finished | aughing at me?d D
OWit hnpouat you, 6 Hunter corrected.
Dominique didnot believe her for a second.
ONow, Niq, youdre wusually | evel headed but
you remember what need is like 60
0l didnoét say al lruptétdat . 6 Domi ni que inte
Hunter continued as if she hadndt spoken.
bumped into him on your run, on his property | might add. And by the way | know
more happened that you are telling me. 0 She
Dominique r efused to squirm or say anything else.
OHumph, be that way. Next, heds your new V

his job. You think you saw him at the garage you went to make an appointment to get

your car checked. At the hairdresser when you went to get that special shampoo and

conditioner you use. You might have seen him. Then again at the jewelers, Moore

Gallery, and again at the bakery-Sy ncl ai r 6s Sensations. 6 Hunter
she |isted each point. 0 N o wim atialithbse placebut Yo u mi

you canod6t be sure. o6 Hunter put her hand down

Domi ni que glared. o0You dondét have to say i
me and it probably wasndt him but ddsaw each p
him. é

00f course | believe you, Nigqg, 6 Hunter sai

Dominigue mouth dropped open then snapped
narrowed. olf you believe me then why are you
smacked Hunterds ar m.

Hunter rubbedher ar m and made an exaggerated groan.

sensitive. 6
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Dominique snorted at that whooper. Hunter was anything but.

Hunter shrugged. o0lt was the way you said
something illicit. And your expression was sortofbefudd | ed and | onging | i ke
studied her then said softly, o0l-0hdHdvendédrt seen

stopped regret on her face for what she had almost said.
Domi ni que bit back a wash of pain. She cou
Hunter and saw the understanding in her gaze. Without Hunter, Sienna and her
extended family she would not have gotten through that time. Hunter reached across
the table her hand resting over hers. Hunter squeezed her. Dominique turned her hand
and returned the gesture. Hunter leaned back and cleared her throat.
0l know youdre afraid of the feelings you
Dominique opened her mouth to interrupt. Hunter waved a hand stilling her
words and continued to speak.
oDondt try to makeardkciuts@s .t il m& nfoavr Ny qqu t o
Stop punishing yourself for living. o
Dominique crossed her arms over her chest and said nothing. Hunter sighed
then spoke again.o We all have demons to face
waved her hand to the side of her face where her hairline hid the scar on the side of her
scalp. Then Hunter motioned to her body which her clothing hid her other scars then
put her hand on the table. OWhile others are
needtobedeat wi t h. 0
oOHave you dealt with yours?06 Dominiqgue sna

minute she said it. Hunter face shuttered and went cold.

oOFuck vyou, Ni g, 6 Hunter said expressionles
OFuck you too, Nutter, o0 Dominigue returned
oDotndécall me that. 6 Hunterds eyes narrowed.
OWhy not Nutter |ike butter.dé Dominique ma
0You know | hate you, o6 Hunter growled.
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oPl ease, you |l ove the very ground | walk o

0God, youodr e arrshookdperhedd. 6 Hunt e

0OTakeds one to know one. Ms. Arrogant, 6 Do
Hunter suddenly grinned. o0l know. Arendt w
0That is so not a word. o

0So what I Iike it.o6 Hunter pouted.

0See why | call you Nutter. o

Hunter roll edabheveereyeWhatWwas his name aga

Dominique knew her too well to fall for that innocent look or casually asked
guestion.
0l didndt say. Why?56
oDamn youdre too sharp for me. o
oUh, huh, I am now spit i1t out.o6 Dominiqgue
hand.
ol want to run him, He had you rattled and
Hunter smiled a baring of teeth.
Dominique groaned she should have seen this coming. Hunter had the same
tools at her disposal as she had. Hunter along with Sienna and herselfwere owners of
Cerberus AssociatesAl t hough Sienna didndt | ive in Tresc
business which was computer technology and security from her home in Chicago. Once
Sienna stopped making excuses and moved to Trescott they would finally all be in the
same place.
Yeah but then it would be two against one.
Dominque sighed knowing that Sienna and Hunter were relentless when they
were in protective mode. Hell she was the same when it came to those she cared about.
She gl anced attlodkuAtttowyh Bominigua ran tkee mvestigations part
of Cerberus Associates, Hunter was almost as good as her in ferreting out information.
So why havendt vy oAtthethonght®oninigee tchkughd on whyi m?

she hadnot .
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It had felt likeaninvasi on of privacy. Taggart had he
bring herself to initiate the check on him. I

Hunter either.

oNo, |l &m not telling you. 6 She shook her h

Hunter shrugged. Dominique narrowedher eyes. Hunter didnodot g
easily.

0OAnd no | ooking up his name off of propert

access to the system, 6 Dominique warned.

oLi ke I candt hack my way back in. Fine, I
glared.

oThanks for butting out of my | ife, 6 Domini

oYou butt in all the time in my I|ife 6bout
quipped.

Dominique laughed knowing she was right.
Hunt er chuckle then said, 0So you ready to
Dominiq ue nodded and picked up her bag. She stood and looked at Hunter who

hadndt moved.
0Come and help me up.o6 Hunter grinned shee
Dominique frowned. When she had seen Hunter at the office earlier before going

to her appointments that day Hunter was lim ping slightly no more than usual. And

when she arrived Hunter was already sitting waiting for her. Dominique went around

the table and held out her arm for Hunter to use to get up. Hunter gripped her arm and

stood. Hunter gritted her teeth and sweat popped out on her forehead.
oOoWhat the hell did you do? You were fine e
ol had a training session earlier. o0 Hunter
oDid you hurt them badly?d6 Dominique asked
ONot much just terlcheuckled npstily. de. 6 Hun
Hunter leaned heavily against her as they started walking to the door.

Dominique knew what that meant. Hunter was one of the best combat trainers in the
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world. She was a sharpshooter, tracker, knew a variety of hand to hand fighting s tyles
and was a master at strategic planning. Many private and military agencies sent their
people for her to train. Hunter took the jobs she wanted and turned those down she
di dnodt .
Usually there was always one or more in her classes that thought becau® she
was a beautiful, delicate |l ooking woman with
Hunter had trained Dominique and she knew firsthand what Hunter was capable of.
Besides that Dominique had seen Hunter in action and had almost felt sorry for those
who didndt know what t hehghatvsmendiunteplayauga i nst .
group of men who assumed because she looked so feminine she was easy pickings.
They had been in the hospital for a while.

oOYoudve taught t he doubtléessogbefie withausbeirgr Th o

|l i ke this so what happened. Hell where is yo

olt wasndét that. | stepped into a hole in
wor kout it got today | coul dnodowascles¢romyaary sel f
to come to lunch with you and didndt want to

sheepishly again.

ONext time go back for the cane, 6 Dominigq

oYes, Mot her. 6 Hunter made Kkissing noises.
oOYoudre lucky I dm nbéatyyowouMémMma or | 06d

oWait until |1 dm better then you can try.?o
0l wondét be that stupid to wait until vyou

Reaching the door she opened it and absently glanced back. She stiffened and blinked.
oWhat are y&®w Hawokiemg sat d.
Dominique looked back at her and saw Hunter glancing around cautiously her
hand under her dark grey jacket. She knew Hu
oltds him. The man | dve been seeing all d
wi n d o Wamini@ue hissed.

Hunter lowered her hand from under her jacket and looked around.
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o Wel I if thatds hi m. | 6d be befuddl ed myse
lips.

Dominiqgueds hand clenched into a fist at H
shaft of emotion going through her jealously. Slowly she took a breath and unclenched
her hand. She glanced back at the table and frowned then looked at Hunter.

oOWho? Heds not there anymore or maybe | im
shook her head.

Taggart was taking up to much of her thoughts today.

OHeds not t hat t al | sexalicious man over t
continued. olf not 1 &6&m glad. | wonder who he
frowned.

Dominique looked back at the table and the dark sienna skinned broad
shoul dered man. She coul dndét make out his fac

shoulders. It reminded her of Taggart. She shook off the images of Taggart and looked

back at Hunter. Shesham k her head at the | ook on Hunterds
0Stop ogling the man and | etds go. 6
oPl ease, heds ogle worthy material. Wish I

that hair will give me fantasies for months. Can you imagine what he can do with that
hai r ? crshivened.
0OYoudre such a pervert. o Dominique | aughed
Hunter | ooked at her and grinned devilishl
entertain fantasies of your nameless mands ha

Dominique whistled and looked away from her. Hunter smacked her arm and

laughed.
0See, see. 0 Hunter | ooked back at the man
not | ike I will go over there and ask him out
Hunter tone was matter of fact. Domini que

even more leery of getting involved that s he was.

Il s that what youdr e pPdmanigueignogedHeoinner voicavi t h T a
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0Come on | etds get out of here, 6 Dominique

Hunter nodded and held tighter to her arm and they went out the door.

Taggart approached the table and glancedaround at the busy dining area.
Glancing at the door he blinked and took a step towards the door.
o0Tag, where you going?6 A voice called.
He glanced back at the table where Darryl Blade, his brother, was waiting and
then back toward the door. The woman h e could swear was Dominique was gone.
Shrugging he went back to the family table. He took a seat next to Darryl.
oWhatdés with the frown?6 Darryl asked.
oUmé nothing, 6 Taggart replied.
No way was he going to admit he kept thinking he saw a woman he had o nly
met this morning. It was disconcerting that each place he went he saw someone who
looked like her.
0So, is Rissa able to get away to join us?
Taggart shook off thoughts of Dominique and glanced at Darryl.
0She said and Igetqwayg when ny lkaoywhefdecided to have
l unch in the dining room with youd. 0
oLazy my ass, | deserve a lunch out here f
Damn, slave driver. | usually take it in my office and everybody comes and bothers me.
Ohyeahl am taking a | ong lunch today. 6 Darryl s
Taggart knew it was all for show. Darryl knew everything on the menu. He had
created it personally for Rissablu. He and their sister Rissa were joint owners of the
restaurant. Rissa ran the business end and Darryl handled the food. They liked to bicker
and tease each other about taking a break and switching jobs. The family knew it
woul dndét happen. Darryl and Rissa were good a
menu knowing what he wanted. He waited to see how long it would take someone in
the kitchens to come fetch Darryl. Darryl raised his hand and in moments a waiter took

their order. They chatted about the restaurant, his practice and other things. When their
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food arrived they dug in to eat. Darryl had barely touched his food when one of the
waiters approached and cleared his throat. Taggart stifled a laugh as Darryl swore then
looked at his beef tenderloins over garlic mash potatoes. Darryl glanced at Taggart's
chef saladthen glared.
oYou think youo6re funny, 6 Darryl said.
0Gi mmi e, 6 Taggart said pushing his salad t
0l should take it with me to the kitchen. o
oPl ease, itdd be a while before you even ¢
havewedone this?d6é6 Taggart grinned.
olt that why you came to lunch today to ge

pushed his plate over in front of Taggart.

ONope, it ods Taaggart sdie pickireg npehfs fotk and knife cutting a
piece of meat and popping it into his mouth.

Darr vyl humphed and stood. ONext time order
trouble of doing it for you. o

OWhy, you always pick t heeatlardddgettoeajagyl s you n

them. 6 Taggart took another bite and hummed.

ONext time 186l order I|liver.é Darryl <cuffe
oDondt matter | |l i ke the way you all prepa
Darryl sighed. ONo winning with you. 6

ONope, am&kwtlw wor k. 6 Taggart waved him away
0l dm going. Next time wedll eat at your ho
said.
Taggart nodded and watched as he strode away disappearing into the kitchens.
Returning to his meal, Taggart ate and watched the other diners. When he was done he
stood and didndt try to pay. Ri ssa and Darryl
tried to pay for a meal there. He made his way to the front and waved at the hostess as
he left. He glanced at his watch noting the time. He had just enough time left to make

his last stop before going back to work. Quickly he strode to where he had parked the
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loaner SUV that Hancock had given him to use until his car was fixed. In moments he
was on back on Spencer Avenue and made a ridnt onto Caspain Avenue. Taggart
grinned as he passed the other stops he had made earlier. It was convenient that he and
those of his siblings who had businesses in this area were all less than a half an hour
from each other.
Pulling into the parking area, Taggart shut off the car, and got out. Briefly he
glanced at the various businesses in the area. All the businesses were multi level shops
and other businesses with various floors. He strode toward the building that said
Unveiled. Taggart opened the door and stepped inside. In a glance he took in the area
closest to him and didndét see who he was | ook
good many people. A woman smiled at him then looked at the teddy she was holding.
Taggart looked away and avoided | ooking at any of the other women in the store as he
strode forward. The first floor of Unveiled was for the women. It had lingere ranging
from simple to sexy. Normal to extremely naughty. Taggart silently cursed himself for
not avoiding this floor and tak ing the elevator outside that took you to one of the other
fl oors. The second fl oor was the mends secti
offices. He should have gone to the office and just called down to get her to come to
him.
It was too late now. Strolling down towards the back where the sales associates
were he hoped he found her there. Absently he looked around and stopped.
ONo way, 6 Taggart said.
He grinned and walked over to stand behind her.
OFancy meeting you here, 6 Taggart said.
Dominique whirled, her hand under her jacket. When she saw him she lowered
her hand and stiffened.
oChrist, you are stalking me, 6 she growl ed
He didndét have a clue what she meant but h
opportunity. She had been on his mind all day .

olts fate we keep meeting |ike this,déd Tagg
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0l dd |i ke to meet this fate,d Dominique co
oWhy?56
0So | can punch her in the eye and tell h e
grunted.
Taggart blinked then laughed. Dominique lips twit ched. She glanced at him.
oBl ade." She nodded and turned wal king way
oHey, you don6ét have to |l eave on my accoun
oDondt flatter yourself.o6 Dominiqgue stoppe
His hands clenched. It was the same look she ha given him in his office. It made
him want to kiss her. She quirked an eyebrow and turned her head and continued on
her way. Taggart watched her walk. She had an innate grace yet her walk made him
think of power and sensuality.
o0oTag, stop wasshdnfy WNamdssl|l apped his ar m.
Gl ancing away from Dominique he | ooked at
Layla gave him a weird |l ook then | ooked at
ogling. 6 She gestured to where Dominique had
Layla studied him then grinned. She didnodt
Taggart knew that | ook but couldnét resist | o
She was gone. He followed Layla and found her standing by the associate desk. She
snapped her cell phone closed.
oOWho did you call ?6 Taggart demanded.
0l didndt call anyone. Whatoés the matter w
Taggart ran his hand through his hair. oONoO

anyone about this. 6
OAbout what?6 Layhoaentasked | ooking
Taggart knew better. Her catching him looking at Dominique was cause enough
to tell all their siblings and worse their parents. None of them had ever seen him
checking any woman out. Yeah he might have been attracted but he was usually more

controlled.
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Except where Dominique is concerned.
He ignored the thought. Taggart knew if Layla told any of the rest of the family

what she had seen they would all want to know what was going on and he had no

answers.
OYou know good and well what. 6
oYoutioag a woman in public or looking as i

Layl ads dark grey eyes twinklIl ed.

Taggart groaned. He hadndét realized his th

oWhichever one. Promise me. 0

0l won6ét say anythdng now, é Layla agree

00Okay. o

oWhat are you doing here anyway? The sibs
You sick? You wusually dondt | eave your office
asked.

Taggart sighed. He had heard the same thing all day. They knew him so well. It
was a shame he was so predictable.
0Just checking out the sibs is all,éd Tagga
them.
OWe just saw each other at Sunday dinner . 0
He resisted rolling his eyes. They had all said the same thing. It was a tradition
that they all got together for Sunday dinner. Only those married or seriously involved
brought their significant other. You didndt b

unless you were serious.

oYeah, |1 know but bustdsl b &#e malkichkgegdmhis w
the time. 0l have to get back to work anyway.
oOMe too, -.%ed awydw Ist opped and kissed his c¢ch

Before he could ask her what she was about to say she was gone to help a
customer. Shrugging he left and returned to work. As he went through the rest of his

day thoughts of Dominique filled him. Making him restless. Getting home later he was
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still on edge. Walking up his front walk he glanced at the still bright day and figured he
still had time to a run before the sun went down. He went inside quickly and put on his
running clothes. Going out onto the deck he g
lake. It was dark. Quickly he stretched then started off for his run. Rounding the corner
by the tree he hit into a soft body. Reaching out he grabbed her and was able to keep
them on their feet.
He glanced at Dominique.
oOYou know stalking is against the | aw. 2o
oWhat ?0 he asked.
0See at first | thought | was i magining it
theHancoc k 6 s Gar age, Eden Garden, Kl arion Jewel e
Synclairds Sensations. 6 Dominique ticked off
Taggart eyes widened. oO0That wa®$ you | kept
Domini gue put up twaettokrow hjast wari tb fincsrormy Gun
and we can keep al most seeing each other and
Dominique turned back the way she had come.
oWwhy are you so afraid of this, Dominique?
She stiffened, stopped and looked over her shoulder at him. Dominique turned
to face him and put her hand on her hips.
oOWhat did you say?060 she asked softly.
Taggart didndét know why but suddenly he fe
wasnot about to back down.
OYoudre attracted to me,f rddndi mifqguda.?OWhy ar
Dominique studied him. She looked at him from head to foot then walked
towards him in a lazy stroll. Taggart mind screamed at him to run but his pride made
him stand his ground. Dominique stopped a hairsbreadth from him.
0l dm notyatiramdggért Bl ade but you should

purred.
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Her hands flashed up and cupped his head sinking into his hair and she pulled
him to her. She kissed him. Taggart braced himself but it was for naught. The first
brush of Do mi wehtpuneds sveak. Ehe swephlaer tongue along his lips
seeking entrance. He opened |l etting her in. S
flowed into his mouth and conquered him. Her taste was addictive and utterly sensual.
His knees buckled. Taggart stumbled back against the tree to keep standing.
Domi nique didnoét | et up her kiss following
his. She growled softly and nipped on his tongue. He gasped and shuddered. All his
instincts screamed for him to take overthekiss but he didndét. Somet hin
wait. He wanted her with an ache that was unbearable but he wanted her to trust him
and take a chance. Slowly he dueled his tongue with hers.
She murmured softly and the kiss gentled. Dominique suckled on his tongue
pulling it into her mouth. Gently he licked the roof of her mouth. She purred and
returned the caress. Taggart shuddered and felt her quiver. She nipped at his tongue
again and then slowly released his lips. She stepped back disentangling her hands from
hishai r. Dominiqueds | ook was hungry. She | icke
She turned and wal ked away hsayiyng. 0Be r ea
Taggart cleared his throat before he could
She | ooked at him over her shoulder. oOFor
He tried to fo llow the conversation but his body was still buzzing from the kiss.
OYoudre asking me out. 6
OActually, 1 0m telli-nlgi yoyw. B@&l repidgk ayous el
arched an eyebrow daring him to disagree.
Hi s | ips twitcheda 6cltBdince. |1 dlolndkde hrasvaedy . [
me what to wear too?0
Domi ni que studied him then replied. o0Wear
down. 6 She winked, turned her head back forwa

the tree going back towards her house.
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Taggart stayed resting against the tree. He needed a few moments to get his
strength back. He watched in the direction Dominique had gone. He would be ready for
their date. And at the end of the night he would be the one to initiate a kiss. Do minique

better be ready. Straightening, Taggart whistled as he turned and towards his house.
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Chapter Three

Stepping inside Taggart was bombarded with loud barks and the sound of
running feet. He kneeled and opened his arms. The Huskies hit him and he fell back on
his butt. Laughing he rolled on the floor with them. After a while he pushed them away
and they sat looking at him. Ice blue eyes stared at him.
oMari o and Flay, you reprobates where were
He studied them. They gave him a sheepish doggie grin. Taggart shook his head
as he stood.
0Sl eeping or watching I ron Chef in the fam
the kitchen, down the hall and past the atrium.
Reaching the family room Taggart leaned against the side of the doorway and
saw the TV was playing Iron Chef. He glanced down and Mario and Flay who barked
and then went back to sit in front of the TV. Taggart followed them and picked up the
remote from th e floor next to them.
oWhat did I tell you about turning on the
Flay gestured his head to Mario. Taggart turned his attention to Mario. Mario
barked and nudged Flay. Flay laid his head on his paws and gave Mario sad puppy
eyes. Taggart laughed at their shenanigans. They barked at him then moved further
away from each other. He knew they were making space for him so they could watch
the show together.
ONot tonight boys. | 6ve got a date. 6 Tagga
The dogs lookedat hi m. I f he didndt know better he
shock. They walked over to him and leaned against his legs. He petted them.
oOYeah itdés been awhile. 6 He stopped and sa
The dogs barked.
o0l know vyoo uc hheacvke hter out but youdl Il l i ke he

Huskies who are white with parti -colored - half brown and half blue ey es . 0
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They barked and waged their tails.

oYoudll get to meet them dondt worry. Now
Taggart said and walked towards the door.

The dogs barked again capturing his attention. They were standing under plate
in the family room that housed the communication/security system for the house. He
walked over to it. A couple of his sibs had gotten together and given him the custom
designed security and communication system by Cerberus Associatesas a
housewarming gift. When they had told him about the system he had been excited. He
loved gadgets. The system was high tech and secure. There were various accessamels
for the system set throughout various rooms in the house as well as one hidden in the
back and front of house. The front and side of the house had sensors. He had decided to
not do the back since you couldnodooraged t her e
the side with the sensors.

The main access panel was by the door but all the rest in the house and outside
had almost all the same functions. Taggart looked at it and saw the light for the answer
machine was on. Pressing the button he entered hs code then listened to the message.
Hancockds voice filled the room.

oYou owe me big, little bro. | convinced t
house. 0

Taggart frowned not sure what he was tal ki
his confusion.

ol ®whoéuyou had better control than that. Y
comes to woman. You knew Layla would tell everyone you showed such interest in a
woman. O

Taggart winced and swore softly.

Hancockds chuckl e came t hr ougisithiswomanans wer i
anyway? Expect to be interrogated about it when you come get your car later this week.
And be prepared to explain at Sunday dinner. Maybe you should bring Dominique

Rul e with you. 6
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oNot on your |ife, 6 Taggart said.
Hancockds mesesdage® Ondrytidfuyoudre serious ab
can thank me for making the others not come to your house to start questioning you. At
|l east you have until Sunday. Night, Tag. Swee
as he hung up.
o0Christ, diad/lywouwhtoel | 26 Taggart wondered.
The messages continued. Taggart leaned against the wall and shook his head in
stupefaction. Layla had called all the sibs and cousins.
0OAt | east Mom and Dad doesndt know. Yet .o
The machine beeped again and a voice spoke.
oThinker baby, whatodés this about a woman. 6

He groaned at t he -RebaBtadedwite. Bvender sathng Girs

by his nickname didndt make him want to smile
0Son, you should know not to | everat hese wom
woman. Hey, no need to hit me itdés true, 6 His

Taggart could imagine them each on a phone talking to him. His mom probably
hit his dad for what he said. A sound came through the phone.
oUmmmé t hatoll makel apgled. i o Now Gwamam wai f
get off this machine before tempting me. 6
Taggart put his hand over his eyes and groaned. His parents were not making
out on the phone again while leaving him a message. He had told them about not
doing that anymore. Heck all his siblings had
keep their hands off each other.
oltds not | i ke Thinker and the others have
oYou got that right, 0o Taggart agreed.

OTrue but we need to find out about this w

OFine, but I f you wanmnt hmendt @offfoenys atslsem de
countered.
oNever, my |l ove. Youdre butt is too cute, 6
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His mom squeaked then | aughed. 0Squeeze it

Taggart groaned, turned his head and pounded it against the wall.

oTag, wedl |l expectsyounglddea iSundag. Hall, bngleeut t hi
along. 6 His fathero6s voice was hoar se.

o0Yeah, so we can meet her. Ummmé bye Think
breathless. O0Youdre so boad Gid. Ummmé dondt s

Taggart heard fumbling as they hung up the phones. The machine made a noise

depicting there were no more messages. He was thankful for that. He walked over to

the phone by the couch. He dialed and listened as the phone rang.
oOHel l o, Tag, took you |l ong enough, é Layl a
0Thanks a | ot for dnotL akkdeapiong your wor

oWhat are you talking about 2?6

OYou promised not to tell anyone. 0
0OAnd | didndot. o
oLi ar , I have calls from the sibs and cous

Dad which by the way they were making out on
OPl ease t hey fubdo livewath it. What canlwé sayour parents love
each other. And I didndt call anyone. By the
them. So |I kept my word when you asked. ¢

Taggart remembered what she had said.

|l wondt say anything now

Heblinked shocked. oOYou texted everyone that
OYoudre not the only one who is good with
OYou know I &m going to get you back for th

looked down at Flay and Mario who had leaned again st him almost toppling him over.
oYeah it was so worth it. So bro, what vya
ol have a date, 60 he said absently.

Taggart swore realizing what he had said.
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oLanguage Tag, |l anguage. So you havla
laughed.

0l dm hanging up now, 6 Taggart said.

0l dm texting now, 6 Layla said.

0 L aody

She hung up on him. A buzz sounded. Taggart unclipped his cell phone from his
hip, flipped it open and read the message.

Tag has a date with D. Be on the look out.

He sighed and shook his head. He knew his family would be looking for him at
one of their businesses for dinner or something. Thankfully Dominique was the one
who had asked him out and would be planning where they went. He glanced at the
clock over the mantle and noted the time. He had a little under an hour to get ready for
their date. Walking out of the room he grinned thinking about her telling him they were
going on a date. He took the stairs two at a time to get ready. Reaching his bedroom he
went to his closet and opened the door. Taggart stood back and studied his clothes.

oWhat the heck am | going to wear??60

A bark sounded behind him. He looked back at Flay and Mario.

oYou all are no help. 6 Taggart said.

The dogs lay down on either side of him and watched him. Taggart turned back

to his closet and debated what to weatr.

Dominique rubbed her hand down the side of her peach floral spaghetti strap
dress. She shifted on her peach heels and debated if she should have worn a different
outfit. The dress was just below her knees and hugged her curves.

Admit it you want his eyes to get hungry when he sees you.

Dominique smiled devilishly. She wanted Taggart to drool and forget his name
when he saw her. The same way he made her feel. Now that she had decidedo go on a
date with him she was going to enjoy it. Dominique glanced back at the two lane road

that snaked up between the |l ush trees to
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the lights to the other house some distance away that was also surrounded bytrees.
Only the two road and trees separated the two houses. If you went to the left you would
be going to the house across the way instead
house except her house was the one on the left. She and her closest nghbor knew each
ot her well although he had recently moved in
Domi ni que studied the other house that sha
to remember the name of the neighbor. She did
house that well. She kept to herself. Shrugging she glanced at the ornate highback
bench that was in the garden. She recognized it as one of the custom pieces they used to
hide the outer controls for a Cerberus Associatess ecur i ty system. She hac
Taggart was a client. She turned back to the door, pressed the bell and waited.
The door opened and Dominiqueds breath sta
loose around his shoulders. Her eyes lowered and she licked her lips as she took in his
pale grey loose button down shirt, matching slacks and dark black loafers. She raised
her eyes and stilled a shiver. Taggart eyes were lowered taking in her outfit. He raised
his eyes back to her, hunger blazed in his eyes.
SuccesdDominique stifled a small smile.
OYou ready to go?6 she asked.
Taggart cleared his throat. o0Yeah. o
Twin barks sounded. Taggart looked behind him then back at her.
oBut | want you to meet these two first. o
00Oh, theydre beautiful. o6 Dominique kneel ed
The two Siberian Huskies studied her out of ice blue eyes. They came forward
and pressed against her. She sank her fingers into their plushblack and white coats.
They made sounds of pleasure. Dominique laughed and petted them once more and
stood. Shelok ed at Taggart and he had a | ook she co
oWhat 2?06 She asked.
0They wusually donoét take to people that ea

get near them without them growling at her . o0
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oOReal l vy, | dm good wi shhuggedtiyimgdol hisle shewAso mi ni qu e
pleased.

What does it matter if his dogs like you?

She didnoét try to answer the question.

0Okay guys, enjoy Ilron Chef, 6 Taggart said

ol r on DBdmaifue queried as they walked down the stairs and walkway.

(@]

oltds one of our favorite shows. 00 Taggart
OYou named them after the I ron Chefds. 6 Do

oltdéds one of mine and girls too. 6

oYeah theybBbternamem. aReally, you | ike the
then | ooked at her. O0OYou cook?56

OA |ittle, 6 Dominique answered.

She coul dndot tell him she had studied in F

still classified. They reached her SUV.
oDondrtgeft t o arm your system. 6 she said.
Taggart looked at her then took his keys out of his pocket. He pressed a button
and a set of tones sounded. Dominique watched as a white light flashed on the bench.
She wal ked around t o t heorthedoon Eaggérshansl codeeed and r e
hers.
o0You plan on driving?06 she asked |l ooking a
00h, no. You asked me out so youdre drivin
winked.
Dominique chuckled and released the handle. Taggart opened the door for her
and shegot in. He closed the door, jogged around to the passenger side, got in and
buckled in. Dominique buckled in started the car and backed out of the parking space.
She turned and went around the circular drive back to the road leading to the main
street.
oOHow did you know about the system?d Taggar

OMy company made it.o
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oYou work at Cerberus Associates?d Taggart
oOwn it.o6 She flashed him a smile. O0OActual
ol dealt with Sgennedamahm saidsmeevas part owner of

Cerberus Associates. She mentioned she handled the comp security division. We talked

by phone and email but | never met her. A tech by the name of Stein installed the

system. Which part do you own?¢é6 Taggart asked
Dominique chuckled at the way he said it.
o0oThere are three main divisions of Cerberu

|l nvestigations part of things. o6

oLi ke private investigation. 6
oWedl |l that is the simplest explanation. C
stopping his questionthencont i nued. OMy ot her partner Hunter

bodyguards and other types of security. o
oOHunter is part owner of Cerberus Associ at
Hunter in a while. 6
OHow do you know Hunter?dé6 Dominique frowne
0 We 0 r e With Wireemahdsthe Willis clan. Our parents have dinner together
at least once a week. And our two families get together at least once a month. Well, the
more social of wus that i s. Usually Dakota and
brother Jareau and sister Kaley always find some excuse. Our parents let them since
they at | east come to Sunday dinner. o
She nodded as she heard Hunterodos older bro
least now she could tell Hunter his name and tell her to butt out. Hunt er already knew
him and his family.
0Sienna does handle the comp security divi
because she doesndt |ive in Trescott, at | eas
systems on a special case basis. And for her to sen&tein one of her best techs to install
it is rare. Heds booked solid. 6 Dominique gl a

OWe know McGee. 6 Taggart smil ed.
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o Wel | that explains it. The pain in the bu
moved to Trescott yeteye§ Dominique roll ed h
oWedl I Hancock my brother would say it mor

description of McGee. 6 Taggart chuckled then
heard of her from McGee. ltds got wus curious

stoppingSi enna from moving here? 0

0OYeah, I have many descriptions of McGee.
their business and youdl |l have to ask them. A
She doesndt want to | eave ohmemaalhemeani tShe Dafnri an
shrugged.

OMcGee is already a hermit but Hancock wusu
been in his | ab too |l ong. He drags McGee out
to socialize with people, 6 Taggart said.

Dominique frowne d as she heard the name Hancock again. Realization dawned.

OHancocKaasocthkhds Garage. Hancock is your b

oYep, thatdés what | was trying to tell you
pl aces you menti oned t AaggartVvoicensauadedlikeshéwas ng Yy o u
trying not to laugh.

Dominigue eyes narrowed as she turned onto
t hought about it. o0That would mean Layla, Han
Synclair are your family. o

o0Yep they aff eUnweiersed, Hancocko6s Garage, Eq
Jewel er s, Moore Gallery, and Synclairds Sensa

She looked at him and saw his face was flushed and he was biting his lips.
Dominique sighed. Taggart looked at her laugh ter in his grey eyes.

0Go ahead. 6 Dominique motioned with her ha
the road.

Taggart started to laugh. Dominique turned into the parking area, spotted a

space pulled in, shut off the car and turned to look at him. Taggart head rested back
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against the seat as he laughed. Tears rolled down his face. Dominique lips twitched
then she laughed with him. After a few moments they calmed.
0Okay, so you werend6t stalking me, 6 Domini
oOoNo, visiting family, o6 Taggart supplied.
Curious Dominique had to ask. 0So how much
0Too many to count. ¢
OReally. As much as the Willisd. That | fi
Willisd | never knew there was so im@adugingof t he

me to another cousin of something.dd She raise

oYeah, almost as many. And most of wus Ilive
neighboring town Savoy Valley. 6 Taggart | augh
from their businessesandl 6 m sur e now that youdve actually

more of wus. o
An uneasy feeling filled Dominiqueds st oma
about him talking like it was a given she would be meeting more of his family. It
seemed as if he was thinking long term. She stifled the fear that tried to choke her.
Domini que didndét want to think about anything
0l bet youdre going to tell me one of your
gestured to the front of the restaurant.
Taggartlooked out the front window and chuckl e
0Good, |l etds go. 6 She reached for the door
His hand on her arm stopped her. She looked at him and Taggart gave her a look
and squeezed her hand. Following his silent signal she let go the handle and waited. He
got out of the car, came around to her side and opened her door. He put out his hand.
Dominique put her hand in his and swung her legs outside the door. Taggart helped
her out, stepped back and closed the door behind her. He held her hand as they walked
across the lot.
OYou know since | asked you out | shoul d b

pointed out.
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ONo, 6 Taggart said firmly and | ooked at he
Domi nique raised an eyebrow and didndot | et
gentleman affected her. They were almost to the door of the restaurant when he
stopped. She stopped with him and looked up at him curiously.
OHow often do you come here?6 he asked ges
OA couple times a week. I|tds my df avorite p
Taggart eyes twinkled. OHave you meet Riss
ol 6ve meet Rissa the owner and heard of Da
him. é
OActually Rissa and oDanrtrlyl. 6own Ri ssabl u
Dominique looked back to the entranceof Ri ssabl u then back at T
twinkling eyes. She thought of what she asked in the car then grinned. She has only
asked if one of his family owned it not two.

0They own it jointly. They're your brother

oOYes. O
00h, God owme @lulr Herst date with them watchi
Dominiqgue turned into his body and put her f a

somewhere el se. o
She stiffened as she realized she was in his arms. She went to pull back but

Taggart stopped her holding her shoulders gently. Dominique looked up at him. The

hunger in his gaze made her throat dry.
0The first of many more dates, é he said hu
She opened her mouth to speak. He put a finger on her lips.
0Shhé dondt deny it . TTaggaresaidwoftlyl be many mo
Dominique gulped and said nothing already knowing she wanted to see him

again. He put his hand back on her shoulder and looked at her. Dominique stepped

closer to his heated body.
0l want to kiss you Domiinggiuyeobultdinlotnded e

kiss you the way | want to. 6 His eyes traced
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he meets her eyes again. oLet ds go have
shift tonight so no one will be there to look at us. 6

Dominique studied his lips and wanted to taste them again. She dragged her
eyes away from them and stepped back. Taggart released her and smiled. Dominique
studied him then held out her hand. Taggart smile widened then he took her hand in
his. He raised her hand to his mouth and kissed her knuckles. Dominique shivered and
looking in his eyes she brought his hand to her lips and did the same. His soft groan
reached her ears. With a smile she lowered their joined hands and tugged him. They
continued to the doors of Rissablu.

Four hours later Dominique walked Taggart to his door. They had a wonderful
dinner. The service was spectacular although they were under scrutiny. Taggart's sister
and brother may not have been working but the rest of the staff knew Tag gart as well as

herself from her dining there so often. They were curious and watched them.

Dominigue was sure Taggartds family would

at Taggart who was holding her hand as they walked to the front door. They had ta lked
about so much. He was funny, smart, and not to mention sexy. The little brushes of his
fingers on her hand drove her crazy all night. She had done the same to him and was
pleased at his low groans. Their attraction for each other was almost tangible. They had
argued over who would pay for the check. When she pointed out this was her date
since she asked him out he had given in grudgingly.

Dominique knew she was in over her head but could do nothing to stop the way
she felt. Climbing the stairs she waited as he unlocked the door. Taggart turned to her
and smiled looking at her. The silence lengthening. Dominique raised her hand to his
face and brushed her fingers against his hair. The soft strands tickled her hands.
Stepping closer she sank her hand inhis hair then raised the other and did the same.
She leaned in to kiss him. Taggart hands cupped her face stopping her.

oUh wuh. My turn, 6 he murmured as he

00h yes, 6 Dominique moaned.
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She expected hunger but was unraveled by the tendersweep of his tongue
against her | ips. Dominigue moaned and Taggar
along the sides of her tongue. She stepped in closer to his body. Taggart shifted and his
hands on her cheeks stroked along the side of her face. Dominiquesnuggled into his tall
frame. He groaned into her mouth and suckled on her tongue. The taste of him was a
mix of chocolate they had for desert and him. Male and sex. Her eyes slammed closed.

Taggart continued his soft sultry kiss. It made her heart race and her pussy ache
for him. A whimper leaked from her lips surprising her. Taggart sighed and his hands
tightened on her face. The kiss changed becoming hungry and carnal. Dominique knees
weakened. Taggart shifted and she felt the hard bite of the doorway against her back.
Taggart crowded against her. Dominique purred at the feel of his hard length against
her. His tongue speared inside of hers. In a slow glide he licked along the roof of her
mouth and outside her lips. His tongue circled her lips wetting th em. Dominique
moaned and followed his tongue with her own. Taggart chuckled darkly and captured
her tongue pulling it into his mouth. Dominique eagerly followed and suckled his
tongue hard. She tightened her hands in his hair tugging. Taggart growled and p ressed
against her. Dominique shifted her body against his and felt his hard erection pressing
against her.

| want him now.

Taggart gentled his kiss and slowly released her lips. Blearily Dominique opened
her eyes. He licked his lips and cleared his throat.

oTomorrow is my turn to take you out. Be r
was deeper than usual.

oUh huh. 6 Dominique replied.

Taggart nodded then kissed her gently. He pulled back but stopped. Dominique
realized she still held his hair. Slowly she ran her thumb along his hair line. His soft
growl thrilled her. She let go of her hold on his hair running her fingers down his cheek,

around his lips and then down his jaw. Taggart quivered. She continued down the side
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of his neck and rested her handson his shoulders. Taggart hands were loosely around

her waist. He lowered his forehead to hers.
OAre you going to |l et this play out or run
Dominique eyes narrowed then she growled. Grabbing him, she kissed him

thoroughly. Taggart knees buckled. She turned him and pushed him against the

doorway. She held him there and kissed him. His groan filled her mouth. Dominique

pulled away stepping back and walked down the stairs. Reaching the bottom of the

stairs, she looked back at Taggart still leaning against the doorway looking at her.
0l wusually taklkei myyram. aktf si xdondt see you

seven tomorrow night. o6 She turned and went ba
Getting in she looked at Taggart and saw him standing in the doorway lo oking

at her. She waved and backed out. Driving down the road she turned away from the

way leading to the main street and went towards the road for her house. Pulling in

seconds later she locked off the car and got out. Quickly she walked up her walkway,

the stairs and unlocked the door going inside. Leaning against the door Dominique slid

down the door and sat on the floor. Pulling up her legs she rested her cheek against her

knees.
oWhat am | going to doing?d6é6 Her voice echo
The click clack of feet came to her. A warm body pressed against each side of her.

She looked down at Racquel and Giada. She put her hand on their heads and laid her

head back against the door.
0ol dm afraid to do this again. Leave myself
The dogs whined and pressed against her.
oYeah | know i tds already happening and |

stood and walked down the hall pass a few rooms through the darkened kitchen and

|l ooked out the window at thegehowse across the
She stood in the window for a bit then looked down at the dogs who stood next

to her. OTi me f or bed. 6
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Dominique turned and went back toward the open kitchen doorway. She
stopped and gl anced back. ol 8dm g aknowgfort o gi ve
how | ong or if | can | et myself go.é6 Heading

house and went upstairs to her bedroom.

Taggart watched as Dominiqueds car disappe
had long disappeared before he went inside and closed the door. Absently he glanced
towards the family room and could hear the TV playing. He walked towards the stairs
and took them to his room. Quickly he got ready for bed. A half an hour later he slid
between his sheets and turned to look out the floor to ceiling window with a door in the
center that was right wall of his bedroom. The balcony and furnishings had an eerily
glow from the night sky. The moon glinted off the trees surrounding the lake below that
he could not see from where is laid in bed.
He thought of the date with Dominique and smiled. She had been fun,
intelligent, sexy and leery at times as they talked. His body hardened as he thought of
their kiss. The kittenish purrs she made in her throat as he kissed her were sensual and
almost drove him to the edge. He had to ask her if she was going to back away or let
them get to know each ot her. He hadndt expect
his knees weak.
A woman who makes you weak in the knees is a keeper. But will sheyéttalose
enough to keep her.
Taggart didndét have an answer i f she woul d
get to know Dominique Rule. Sleepiness claimed him and he went under.
Whistling Taggart petted Mario and Flay as he stood in front of the doo r. He
went outside the door and the sun was bright. Chuckling he still felt the adrenaline of
him and Dominiqgueds early morning run. Qui ckl
down his path. He glanced around and stopped. Taggart pushed up his shades to the
top of his head. In disbelief he stared at his yard. The lush oasis of yesterday was now

shriveled black flowers and trees. As soon as he saw it he smelled something strong. He
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coughed and covered his nose. Going down the path to his loaner car, Taggartpressed
the button and got into the car. He turned on the air, took out his cell and dialed.

ORi ch, someone poured something in my gard
smells acidy.o6 He | istened and answered. o0O0Oka

He hung up and placed another call.

0Yo, Tag. How was the hot date |l ast night?
0So, not going to tell you Rigger, 6 Taggar
OAw, come on. Share with me bro.o

Taggart could al most picture the pout on R
OFor get a bhb uhtave b gusstion foriygu. What could you pour in a
garden to kill all the plants over night and
oWhat the hell do you want to know that fo
did not kill my garden, Tag. You so -0
oNo, | Idli dintbé &ar den. You put it in but it
Taggart interrupted.
0Then why do you want to know?d6d Rigger dem

0Just come by my house Rig,6 Taggart said.

ol ol | be there in a few minutes. o6 Rig said
oYoudre stildl h ed over. atthe Ticuse gaane distahce thrkugh the

trees.
oYeah, | ©&m doing some plant splicing today

Taggart sat in his car and waited. He got out as he saw Rigger strolling through
the trees. Taggart dwert badktbehmothetcar. Henlenentbetthri m b u t
than getting within striking distance of Rigger at a time like this. Rigger was very

protective of the gardens he put in.

5
—

oWhat the DuRkPYPg€mi psoceeded to curse
dialects Taggar t di dndt recogni ze.

0Tag you better have a damn good explanat:i
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Taggart looked around the car at his brother who had his hands on his hips.
Ri g @ hair @as in a ponytail and swishing as he shook his head studying the garden.
He was surprised that Rigger wasnodot already d
behind the car with his hands palms up.
0l didndt do anyt hi ng tmight. Theyewere likdthiey wer e f
when | came out this morning, 6 Taggart said.
Rigger looked at him his grey eyes flashing then back at the destroyed garden.
oWho the hell did you piss off 2?6
That phrase rang a bell. TaggartShiwore the
Nobody that | know off. They -0
A car drove into his driveway interrupting him. He glanced back surprised that
Ulrich had gotten here this fast. Ulrich got out and answered his unspoken question.
ol was still at home. 6 Ulrich shrugged.
Taggart nodded. Ulrich lived a few houses down the road. Ulrich walked up and
joined them.
ORig,d6 Ulrich said.
OHey, Rich. Tag was about to tel]l me who h
garden.
Ulrich studied the garden then looked back at Taggart. Taggart shifted under

Ulrichds scrutiny.

0That 6s a good question. First your <car an
want to tell us Tag?d6é Ulrich asked in a decep
OHi s car! 06 Rigger said and | ooked back at

Hancock. What happened to your car?6 Rigger demande
Before he could answer Ulrich filled Rigger in. Taggart looked at his garden and

tried to figure out who could have done this. A punch in the arm made him look at

Rigger.

oWhat ?6
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oWhy didnoét the whaemesownd wWwbéeng this?6 R
demanded.
Taggart bit his |ip. o0l forgot to arm it. o
Ulrich and Rigger exchanged looks. Rigger looked at him then took a step to him.
0You did what?06 Rigger voice was soft.
Taggart backed up a step knowing Rigger was pissed. He looked at Ulrich for
help; Ulrich crossed his hand over his chest and arched an eyebrow. Taggart glared at
Ulrich. Ulrich shrugged and gestured to Rigger as if telling Taggart to answer his
guestion.
0ltds not | i ke we havek ctoobtpabiwhgmsaomtth
everyday, 6 Taggart defended.
Rigger looked at him then took a step to him. Rigger growled then started to
pace away then back to him. He glanced at Taggart each time he came close enough to
him. After a few minutes Rigger st opped in front of Taggart.
0There is a reason we bought you the syste
you fucking use it. Wait unt.il I tell the oth
Taggart knew it was useless to ask him not to. He glanced backat the gardens
and sighed. Leaning over he leaned closer to one of the blackened flowers. Rigger
grabbed him yanking him back.

OHey. 6 Taggart said |l ooking at hi m.

0l donét know what they used to make it |i
nasty.lwoul dnét get to cl ose. Keep Mario and FIl ay
|l ooking pained as he |l ooked at the garden. O0A
with whatever they need to do, I 61 | get start
at hAmd ®©his time 106l be adding some things |

Rigger look dared him to disagree. Taggart smartly held his tongue. Although he
hadnoét actually killed the garden he knew Rig
armed the security system which would have sounded if anyone came to the garden or

approached the house.
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ol toll be fun.déd Rigger chuckled and smacke
Taggart didnoét reply. He turned and | ooked
meet the team he had calkd in. The team got to work taking soil samples and dusting
for prints and other things. Ulrich came back to them.
oOoNow, Tag. Who did you piss off that they
Ul rich | ooked back at the bl acksgstemdoulJar den. 0
have avoided this at | east now we know your ¢
Ulrich looked back at him and waited for him to answer.
0l dondét have any idea, 6 Taggart replied.
He coul dndot figure out what was gaod ng on.
Rigger threw out idea of what could be going on. He thought of Dominique and
wondered if he should cancel his date with her or stop seeing her until he knew what
was going on. The leery look she wore on her face flashed before his eyes and he
discardedt he t hought . I f he pushed her away now he
would just be careful when he saw her.
You could ask Dominique for help.
As soon as he thought of it he decided not to. This was his problem and there
was no need to involve Domini que.
This is probably nothing but a prank anyway.
He looked back at the gardens and amended the thought.
A vicious prank.
He focused back on the conversation in time to hear Ulrich say.
0Tag, wedll | et you know what toethe find. Rig
gardends tomorrow. 6 Ulrich slapped him on the
oWhat the hell is going on?d6 Rigger glance
ol wish | knew,é6 Taggart replied.

He and Rigger stood watching the forensic teams gather evidence.
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Chapter Four

Weeks later, Taggart still had no idea what was going on. His office had been
trashed. A dead cat had been put on the front seat of his car. There had been a variety of
other incidents as well. Ulrich still had no clues, and Taggart still had no idea who was
doing these things. Ulrich had warned him to be careful. His family had gone into
overprotective mode until he told them in no uncertain terms to back off.
Taggart glanced out his office window at Caspain Avenue and sighed. The only
good part of these last few weeks was Dominique. They had gone out at least four times
a week, and they ran together every morning. He smiled. They had shared hot kisses
and some heavy petting, but hadndt had sex ye
opportunities to, but Dominique h ad pulled away each time. Something was holding
her back, and he was waiting for her to work through it. It was a test of his control to be
able to let her go. Each time he wanted to seduce her and forget about whatever was
making her keep himatadistance. Yet he didndt. Some instinct

phone rang, interrupting his thoughts. Turning he glanced at the Caller ID and grinned.

ol was just thinking about you, 6 he said,

OReal l y? | was ut htionok.ién gD oanbionuitquyeod s husky | a
hard.

0Good. What are you up to?d6é6 he asked.

0l dm in my office getting ready to | eave f

you tonight, 6 Dominique moaned.
OHey, | dm free. Youdr e nthmree rtn,ed wlhag chaarst ar d
oDondt remind me. Gotta go. See you tomorr
Taggart chuckl ed. He was used to Dominique
His intercom buzzed. oDoc, your next patie
He put down the phone and pressed the inte

Taggart stood, stretched, and went to his patient.
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Dominique strode out of the building, bypassing the elevator to the garage. She
had parked her car in the lot instead of inside since she was going out anyway.
Whistling, she walked to her car and pressed
security. Opening the door, she threw her briefcase in and stepped closer to the car. A
feeling made her look down. Frowning, Dominique looked at t he liquid soaking her
shoes. Lifting her feet, she swore softly. Sh
this much oil. It had to be a big leak. Looking at the time, she sat in the seat with her
legs out the door and took out her cell. She called to @ancel her meeting, then called the
garage. Dominigue took out her palm comp system--Sienna had designed one for each
of them--and did some work while she waited.
oHey, Nig. 6
Surprised, Dominique looked up at the grinning face of Hancock. She checked
the time and saw it had only been fifteen minutes since she called. Dominique put
down her comp system and slid out of the car.
to steady her. She smiled her thanks, then stood beside him and her car.
0l didndotetxtpretbaoe®s gcoming to tow me, 6 Dol
She had known Hancock from going to his garage to get her car fixed. But ever
since she and Taggart had started dating, Hancock had been trying to find out what
was going on between t hkehemhad Séntedneasingplert Hisdi dndt w
dark grey eyes twinkled devilishly when he was up to no good. She had returned the

favor, and Hancock had laughed, and they had become fast friends.

0Special service for a special Heauldlee 6 Hanc
of oil coming from under her car. oO0Thatodés qui
back to the garage to take a | ook. I 61 |

oNo, 161l go with you. It shouldndot take t
asked.

ol wonot khewkunbut oadre welcome to come
work than can be done quickly, I 61 I give you
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Dominique nodded. Hancock walked to the tow truck, and they were shortly on

their way. Twenty minutes later, Hancock had her car o n a lift and walked under the

carriage of her car. He looked up and swore viciously.

oWhat 0s

Hancock

wr ong?

6 Dominique

came over t

need to call Ul r i

ch. o

o h

er .

sai d.

oYour

Hancock turned. Dominique reached over and grabbed him.

o0What d
Ul rich?¢6

Hancock

(0] y ou mean,

Domi ni g

studi e

0Told me what ?

fir

st Taggart

ue asked, an

d her

, t

hen

uneas

sai d s

60 Domiechi queds eyes

Hancock looked uncomfortable. Dominique squeezed his arm.

oTel |l me , Hanc
Hancock sighed
hasndét told you.

admirabl e.

0

ock. 6
and

Hel | |

ran

t h

hi s

at 0s

hand

a | ie.

Dominique crossed her arms under her breasts and tapped her foot.

Hancock

|l ooked

at h

er ,

t hen

br ake |

and th
y feeld.
of tl vy,

narrao

t hrough

He 6 s

cleared his

She gave him a grin, baring her teeth. Hancock glanced at her cautiously.

Domini que

di dnot

need

t o

eyes were cold and her face blank. Hancock continued.

olt fir

st star

ted with

rcecle wab seeing.fShaedkreew heo  k

them busting up

into it, killing everything. His office was trashed, a dead cat put in his car, and -0

Dominique listened in disbelief as Hancock told her all the things that had

happened.

oYou remember

a few weeks

ago wh

en he ¢

Confused, Dominique nodded. She had been surprised when she hadgone to

pick him u

p and s

een h

i s

hair

short.

| t W a

remembered that, after dating him for a few weeks, she had asked Taggart if he was
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mixed because of his dark grey eyes and long hair. She had been blown awg with the
regal bearing of his family. His siblingsiat | east, t hehadsmelaaeyse hedd me

color and hair texture. He had laughed and said no, he was African -American.

0Someone put some kind of adhesive in one
his hair, 6 Hancock was saying, bringing her b
happened, too. Ulrich doesndt have any | eads,
these things. Wedve been trying to help him w

Hancock ran his hand through his hair again.
Dominique saw the frustration on his face. She could imagine what the Blades
were going through. From dating Taggart, she knew they were close knit. At various
times. she had met some of his sibs. They were all l#ing, outgoing, and close. From the
conversations she had overheard him having with his parents, she knew they were
close to him. The first time she had heard them call him Thinker, she had asked him
why. He had explained they called him the Thinker becaus e he planned before he did
anything. Then he had | ooked at her and said,
told her she made him unable to think. The look in his eyes had made her melt and kiss
him silly.
Domini gueds eyes nar r owhdimgthisfromhehi nk he had
0Give me a car, 6 she told Hancock softly.
Hancock gave her a cautious look, then went and got the keys. He handed them
to her and held her hand.
0Can you handle this?6 Hancock asked.
Domini gue knew he was n 0Oigsedabatlf shawoulthhkeep i f s he

an eye on his brother. She smiled, and he blinked.

00Oh, | 6ve got this, 6 Dominique said softly
oCan | come with you?06 Hancock asked.

ONo. Why?6 Dominigque asked.

o0Cause | so want to watch you kick his ass
ONosy. 6 Dominique shoved him playfully. 0
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0l &m going to hold you to that, 6 Hancock
0Go call Ulrich and |l et him know what hap
warn Taggart, 6 Dominique said.
o0l woul dndt e v e nhimtBabyirotheoi$ aboutato realize \ge care
6bout him.6 Hancock nodded and went to call
After he left, Dominique looked at her car. The only place the person could have
gotten to her car was when she parked it in the Cerberus Associates client parking area.
She hadndt done as she wusually did, parked i
adjacent to the building. All Cerberus Associates employees had parking in the garage,
and it was highly secure and momasseoureghdt. The
they had cameras. Dominique strode to the seat where she had put her briefcase and
laptop. She picked them up and went out to the loaner car.
In seconds, she was inside and online. She shot off a message to Stein to check
the cameras in the parking area. Then she picked up the phone.
oHey, Nig. You found me a house yet ,o0r r

Dominiqgueds thoughts came away from the p

OYou know, someone el se might dfteethaironcer ne
house. But since my house is fab, I dondt mi
ovVery true. So when are you going to sel/l

0ln your dreams. ¢

OHey, dreams are a good thing. So since vy
you found me one yet?0

OAre you packed to move yet?dé6 Dominique c

ONot yet, 6 came the sheepish reply.

ol thought so. 06 Dominigque paused. o0l need

Sienna Zainds voice |l ost the teasing and

need?6
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Dominiqgue cl osed her eyes. Sienna hadndot e
help. She opened her eyes and looked out at her car on the lift.
oLet me get Hunter on the |ine. 6 Dominique

Hunter, connecting them.

oHey, TNbgght you were in a meeting,d Hunte
ol was on my way, but had car trouble, 6 Do
brake Iine.éd She couldn't keep the rage out o

oWhat ?6 Sienna said softly.

OFuck! OHunter said at uediWWhataloneuneddfroen t hen ¢
us?o0

0Seems Taggart has been having some probl e
replied, then filled them in on what she knew.

As she spoke, she typed on her computer. After telling them all about the

incidents, she told them what she wanted.

0Si enna, I need you to make some modi ficat
Stein out there today to install them. 6
oDone, 6 Sienna replied.

Dominique could hear her typing.
oOoHunter, can you pull Prent i save himranodhiswh at ev

team shadow Taggart?5é

0Consider it done. Are you going to tell T
asked.

oOWhy? He didndt tell me about his probl ems

oNi g, he cares about you. Besides, you kno
protect womand syndrome, 6 Sienna said.

oOoExactly, Sienna. Which is not only stupid

herself, 6 Hunter countered.
ol know she can, Hunt er , but t hat sti |l | do

excuse she was lookingfort o push him away, 6 Sienna replied
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00Ohédé Hunter paused, then asked, O0ls that
it is, youdre an ass. o
Dominiqgue sighed at her friends. Although
Dominique had mentioned she was dating hi m, Si enna had said shedd
with him when she was working on his system. When Sienna called Dominique or vice
versa, Sienna had talked about getting to know him better. When Sienna had figured
out he was a gadget crazy, like she was, they tad formed a friendship. Now, because of
Sienna and Taggartédés | ove of gadgets, she had
didndt think she would ever wuse.
Hunter, on the other hand, had made it her business to go to Taggart's house and
invite herself to dinner one night when she knew Dominique would be busy. When
Dominique had gotten home, she had found Taggart and Hunter on her back deck.
Hunter had hacked her system and broken into her house. The two of them were a little
tipsy. Racquel and Giada, thet r ai t or s, wer e watching o0lron Ch
Dominique had rolled her eyes, walked Taggart home, and made sure he at least made
it to the couch before closing up his house and going back home. At her own house, she
had put Hunter in one of the s pare rooms. To this day, Hunter and Taggart had refused
to tell her what they had talked about. All Hunter or Taggart would say is that they
liked each other.
0Then I 6m an ass. Until I talk with Mr. BI
pl an t o idiqueréplieD.o m
0You havendét spoken to him yet?06 Hunter so
00Oh, <crap. | feel sorry for him. Be gentl e
oWedll take care of what you asked, 6 Hunt e
0The person was able to gededihgmad hon hyo wre
Siennads voice was calm, but Dominique knew s
She winced and admitted, o0l only armed the
Sienna was silent.

00Oh, boy. You have some major begging to d
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0 Si e-mMDomnigque started.

0The systems were designed specifically fo
Sienna hung up.

Dominique winced.

ol hate when Sienna gets snippy. She start
systems, and locking you out of shit. Better go warn the employees. 0

oLet them know it was my fault, Hunter, 6 D

Hunter made a rude noise. OPl ease. Il was
be on the receiving end again of tnterdisng nasty
up.

Dominique hung up her phone and knew she would be bombarded once the
employees found out Sienna was pissed. She shrugged it off and finished typing.
Turning on the car, she pulled out and onto the road. Her phone chirped.

ORul e. o

0 No w, ,wRy am | getting an alarm that someone hacked into my computer
system?6 a | anguid voice asked.

olf I didndt want you to know I had done i
Ulrich. o

0l should arrest you.6 Ulrich sighed.

Domi ni que made Whyr uwwhes treoiysoeu.r & i me? Besi des

dondt want Sienna to plant a bug iIin the syste
o0Threatening an officer is not a good thin
oONot telling me about Tag isndét a good thi
Ulrich was silent, téhenksawdoésoftly, oYou
oNo. O
ol thought you did. | wondered why you had

t hought you all were doing your own research.
Domi ni que sighed. Ulrich wasndt to bl ame.

doing her own investigationéif she had known.
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oOWe are now, 6 she said. OFrom your files,
suspects. o

ONone. 6 Ulrichds tone was frustrated.

0Things have happened at his house, wor k,

seen anything?96

ONo one. |l tds wetrd, as i f itds a gho

00r someone |l ocal, who everyone knows and
seeing. o

Ulrich was silent.

OYoudve thought of that. o

oYes, but with so many residents, we donot
Ulrich said.

oWell, Taggart wiokli ngaaéteoméome 100

Ulrich swore, then said, o0Tell Prentiss an
men. 0

00One | ittle incident and youdre touchy abo
sighed.

OMy men ended up in the hospital, Nig!dé UI

Dominique held the phone away from her ear, then put it back.

oDondt scream at me. They should have tol d

you didndt end up there alone. 6
0OYeah. o
Dominique stifled a smile at the dark pleasure she heard in his voice. Ulrich had
held his own against Prentiss. The two of them had looked like bloody warriors when
she had arrived. They had almost taken her head off when she had gotten between
them. Thank God Hunter had been there and knocked Prentiss out, while she had
knocked Ul rich out. I f Dominique had been al one

handle the two enraged men.
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When the men had woken up in the hospital, they had been furious and ready to
go again. She and Hunter had their hands full trying to calmthemdown.U | r i ch hadndt
arrested Prentiss and the other. His men hadn
arrived, all he had seen was his men fighting, some of them already down, while these
unknown men seemed to be beating the rest of them silly. Ulrich had ju mped in, and he
and Prentiss had gone hand to hand. Although they would never tell Ulrich, Prentiss
and his men hadno6t been serious, or Ulrichos
Ulrich had arrived. She and Hunter had laughed when they told them wha t happened.
Dominique could imagine the two usually contained men fighting it out and not besting
the other. Prentiss and his men had been a sore point for Ulrich and his men ever since,
and vice versa.
0So, you promise not t o hardroensitn gt hTeang giafr ty?o6u

Dominique said.

0As |l ong as they dondét break any |l aws, 6 UI

Domi ni que chuckled and pulled into the cl
have to have a talk with Mr. Blade. o

oUmh, |1 know thatspohken Youhhamvgepdt o

ONo. O

oDo I need to send a squad car and an ambu

oONo, | donét plan to hurt him too much, 6 D

She hung up. Dominique armed her computer to protect the loaner car so no one
could get near it without he r knowing. She got out of the car and strode across the
parking area to the door. She opened the door and walked inside. The waiting room
was empty. Going to the desk, she met the eyes of the receptionist.
00Oh, boy. You | ooked -phececeptionist-éaidPenel ope Re
oBl ade around?d6é6 Dominiqgue asked.
She tried to figure out how someone who wo
i mmacul at e. Penel opeds burgundy suit was with

was in place. Shwep.,dibdntd th ewe afra crea kleooked fr esh.
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