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Chapter One

Camilla Maxwell tapped her long, emerald green nails on the pale granite
countertop. She was not happy with this latest development. Not at all. What Jem
needed was rest, not overexertommand t hatds exactly what woul d

wasnot t herverher,.o watch o

0l dm not kidding, Cami. Il 6m fine. |l dondt n

told her as she leaned against the counter beside her.

Cami sighed heavily. 01 dm not hovering, Jem

only family and bit backagrowl of anger at the scar that was

Until this fucker i s cshatgdught, Outldudashesaid, | eavi n
0l dondt mind, honestly. 6
Jem took her hand and faced her. o0Caohi, you

a baby. You have a job to do, and that office is on the other side of Trescott Cove. You

candt be a CPA standing behind my counter. o

Cami chewed on her lower lip for a second as she brushed her hands through her

long curls. Now is as good a time as atwytell her.
0Thatds true, butédé She pasted on a grin. 0
OMeaning?é6 Jemds eyes narrowed.

0l bought the store three doors down. Wel |,
anot her person. Do you remember 2Zomhmanhd.ShhaVerde

opening a catering business. 6

oOYoudr e ope rAiBaltc Placedvch axe&m scr eeched.
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OA catering business, and itds going to be
when | almost lost you, | did a lot of thinking. And seeing you have th e courage to go

after your dream and see it through to fruit:i

Cami smiled at the open-mouthed look her sister bestowed upon her. There was
no denying that she and Jem had a rocky relationship, one she was longing to change
for the better. She pulled Jem in for a hug.

you do. 106l1l be in the back, unpacking your n

As she walked toward the back of the store,
openedadamnstorea few doors down and didndt even tel

know about this. Thatds why theydve been thic

Cami was glad thatds what Jem believed. Sh
tell Jem the real reason someone was always with her: hey had no idea who had tried
to kill her. Everyone was coming up empty -handed. Even Rafael Carmichael, who Cami

had personally called and asked to check into

Rafe had | ooked into Camif6s sushingtbidons that
with Jem getting hurt. But the information he had turned up only proved Brittany was
self absorbed and more concerned about shopping and going to social events than
anything else. When Rafe had pointed out that Brittany was on a shopping trip i n
Mi |l an at the time of Jemds oOaccident, 6 Cami h
wasndt Brittany didndt appease her one bit. A

And Brittany had lots of money and plenty of time on her hands.

Cami still remembered the picture she had seen of the spoiled socialitéi the
almost smug, kisssmy-ass grin on Br it tupfagecterflyhehaif, ad¢ t | v ma
the immaculate designer suit she wore. Cami had known instantly that the woman in

t hat phot o dtamyorietutleeeselfe abou
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Jem had said she remembered seeing an older white woman in the store before she
was knocked unconscious, but that memory had to be faulty. The culprit was Brittany;
Cami was sure of it. She made a mental note to check and see when Btiany was

coming back to town. They would be having a talk, and she would get the truth.

Kneeling in front of a box, Cami sliced through the packing tape and opened it. A
soft chuckle escaped her as she reached for the carefully wrapped ceramic figurines.

Her fingers were gentle as they removed each one from the box and put it on the desk.
oCongratulations, |little sister, o6 Cami whis
Now it was her turn.
0OAnd whatdéds your dr eam, Ms . Maxwel |l ?60

And just | i ke tetwautthe wbdowiagiesthan the speed of a
winter storm. It was him--the man who drove her insane, who made her want to reach
out and smack that arrogant smirk off his handsome face, then kiss him senseless and

drag him to the nearest bed.

oWhat fdtherkelyou doing back here, Chadwick?56

swallowed.

The view of the eldest son of the Chadwick family, Robert Jr., made shivers race
up her spine. He wore a long, black wool trench which hung open, revealing the lines of
the expensive suit underneath. The suit seemed to love him, the way it fell over his
broad shoulders, hung past lean hips. Cami licked her lips before she got control of

herself.

0l stopped by to check on Jem. 6 He | eaned a

with eyes that made her think of committing all manner of sin.

Li ke Chadods, Robertds eyes were green. But

eyes were a dark emerald color. And, wunli ke h
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to stop Cami 06s érboelyacteam far hid. Makands keer hands into fists,
Cami took a deep breath to calm her racing heart. As she did, she realized it was a

mistake. Sandalwood and potent male filled her senses, making her pussy clench.

Snap out of it, galfe . Heds male, and the
oWell, perhaps you should set up an appoint
obviously not Jem. 6 Cami tried to ignore the

created within her.

One half of his sensual mo udt. No apauwouldk e d upwar

mi stake you for her. o

Narrowing her eyes, she stood and faced him

mean by that?6

Robert brushed at something on his coat. 01J
di fferent. 6 His eyes yakegdi oveombeway®r myoodn

ali ke. o6

Something in his gaze burned her. The intensity seared through her clothes and
branded her skin. Her nipples pebbled. Cami was thankful her shirt was loose so he
couldnot tell . As i f rogpeddoherghedi. éler breathstalled hi s g a

as she felt his gaze, almost like a physical touch.
oOWerenodt you |l eaving?06 she snapped, ignorin

Instead of doing her bidding, he looked at her, a small smile on his face. He
pushed away from the door frame and walked toward her, dwarfing her with his size.
Cami curled her fingers into her palms to keep from reaching out and touching the silk
of his suit, not to mention what lay beneath the costly material. The way the fabric
stretched over his chest, she knew his torso was all ridges and angles. Her mouth went

dry with the thought of licking along his chest to each nipple.
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Focus, Cami! Snap out of it!
oTrying to get rid of me?06 One gloved hand

0 Ri g she scdffed, meeting his gaze before deliberately turning away and

returning her attention to the small figurines on the desk.

oYou dondt think | can be hur-to@-gmaltback quest.

room as his black calfskin gloves landed on the desk beside her hand.

Only her iron will to not let him see how he affected her stopped a shudder from

racking her. Deliberately, she picked up one of the figurines and studied it.

0l dono6ét think about you at alljfsgowodondt
mi nd, Il have work to do. o6 Cami refused to giwv

dampness of her palms, or the lightheadedness she experienced.

She sat down at the desk and reached for the note cards to begin writing
descriptions of the figurines, as Jem preferred to do. Writing the first word, she was

grateful her hand didndot shake.

obDondt mind at all .6 He moved behind her ch
with me, Sweetcheeks. Chad asked me to stay u
brushed her ear; his masculine scent nearly o

companyyoudot hi nk about me, 6 he whispered.

| think of all the ways | can rip your clothes.dit the thought, Cami shoved down all
the emotions he stirred within her. Men were all the same. They sweet talked until they
got what they wanted, and then it was all about them and how much pussy they could

get. She wouldnodot fall for it. The truth had

0l 6d bet your f at hthink@soutgoarsell wag morettharmany y o u

woman ever could, 6 Cami bit out. oONow, if you
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hel pful.d6 She pointed to the door. oOHel pful w

sister and making sure she doesndt overdo any

Robert reached around her for his gloves. 0

near her ear. Then he walked out without looking back.
oDamn him!d6é6 she hissed.

For years she had managed to keep all feelings toward men at bay. She even had a
group of women sh e used to get together with once a month to sit and listen to each
other complain about the male sex. At Christmas, she had cut them off and instead now
met with her sister, some other friends she knew from childhood, and some of the
ladies who worked at O n the Vine. Between seeing Jem as happy as she was with Chad,
and Jenisha Vincent, the owner of On the Vine, talking up how wonderful her
boyfriend, Ulrich, was, Cami had started to wonder --wonder if she was the wrong one,

or if they were.

Il n Cami 6badykbad been wrong from the very be
into Jemds brownstone. That was t hen. Now, sh

even if he was a man. The care he showed Jem

Still, until that day in the ho spital when she had the opportunity i pleasant or
unpl easant, shigt wamedt GCGhaddyebrothers, Cami 0:
really tested. When Robert had come to the hospital, she was surprised he had brought
Ulrich Willis. She had known himonlyd i st antly, as Jenishads boyf
realize he was Trescott Coveds sheriff. Cami

had tried to calm her fears and assure her they would find whoever had hurt her sister.

Even while they talked with Ulric h, there had been something about the tall, dark
haired, powerfully built Robert that challenged everything she had convinced herself to

accept as true about the male gender. He hadn

10
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fact, he seemed to encourage heto use it, as if he longed to engage in a battle of words

with her. And more.

Robert had sent Jem flowers every day she was in the hospital. Even weeks later,
with no leads, he came by to check on Jem. Chad had mentioned that he and Ulrich
were good friend s, but Cami knew it was Robert who had asked him to have a patrol

car come by to check on Jem daily.

Now she sat here, seemingly transfixed, watching him walk up through the door
to the front and talk to those in the store. Wrenching her attention from h im, Cami tried
to focus on the notes before her. When his husky laughter filled her ears, she tossed

down her pen, knowing it was pointless to attempt working any more.

Shoving back from the desk, Cami grabbed her coat and put it on as she strode up
front. 61 6 m out of here, Jem. I f Chadds brother ¢

things done so we can open the shop soon. ¢
oBye, Cami!o66 Jem hollered and waved from wh

0Bye, 6 Cami answer e dGpinniagatolnt, Camafbund herseli | at er .

gazing at the dark green eyes of the man she

OMy nameds Robert. You know, in case youdd

stared at her.

0l know who you ar e, BbtrabrowCdndvhited forkiméo She ar c

move.
0Say my name, 6 he commanded in a voice only
The silvery timbre made her hair stand on e

Chadwick. 6

11
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oOoWhat is it about me that upsdthefacyttbt s o ? 6 H
youdre attracted to me? Or maybe itds that vyo
hands on your body. Il s that it?6¢6

Cocking her head slightly to the side, Cami
face. O0OYou want tsmeabautoyou? Yobradmn arpgarce. Your
narcissism. The fact that you really seem to buy into your own spiel about how fantastic
you are. Tell me something--i f youdre so damn wonderful, why
brother the one with a woman, instead of you? Get over yoursel f. Nobod:

you think you are.o

oWhy dondt you have a man?6é he returned wit

of f with your shrewish tongue?bé6

Cami straightened up. With a calm sigh, belying her still quivering emotions, she
repied cal mly, oOoOWhy do | need a man? Batteries
on you.6 She wal ked around him, inwardly smi/l
face. 0CGMrcCHadwicky , No matter how much she | onged

back as sle walked out into the cold January day.

Striding down the sidewalk, Cami held it together. Reaching the door to Delicious
Surrenders, she opened it and stepped inside. Closing the door softly, she turned and

let loose.
OAhhhhhhh 6

The sound of runningfoot st eps came, and t hegcamawhator ri ed

happened?

Cami glanced at Zora and stifled a chuckle. Zora was wielding a clever, looking

from side to side. Her honey-blonde micro braids were swaying with her movements.

12
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0Sorry, Zong. 6l Caminbbbk off her coat and t

brown couch by the door.

She strode over to Zora, who stood straight and studied her, then laughed and

made a shorting sound.
OYoudve been tangling with Robert Chadwick
Surprised, Camiavoi ded her gaze. o0l dondt know what

She went to the receptionist desk and picked up a file. Zora leaned against the

desk next to her. Cami ignored her.
oWho you trying to fool, Cami ? Every time Yy
oWhat Il obki?dgPher hands on her hips, she me

0The 6deck him or jump himdé |l ook. Youdre st

to do. 6 Zora |light hazelnut eyes twinkIled.

oDondt you have a kitchen to finisbtusetting

my half. Our opening is in a week. 6 Cami gl ar
OMy side if ready. Besides, this is much mo
scrumptious, as usual ?dé Mischief danced acros
0Zora. 0
00h, he was, wasno6t he?0fThhisse. eNmem,a |l nimng,r enenm

Zora made a fanning motion.

Jeal ousy c¢cl awed at Cami. OYou seem to know

already wrapped up with Chance Jameson?o

OHeds | eft town.d Zorads gaze became shutte

13



Cami's Surrender

Ca mi blinked, not used to Zora being anythi
did he-0

Zora rasied her hand, cutting her off. oOLea
it. o

Zora stood and started to walk away, but turned and winked at Cami.

OYou sheoulrdyibng to deci de what you want to ¢
Zora continued on her way, laughing.

0l dondét plan to do anything with him!déd Cam
oYeah, yeah. Keep telling yourself that, 6 Z

She disappeared through the doors leading to the kitchen. Instead of going into
her office, Cami went around the reception desk and took a seat. Picking up the list of
things still to do, she scanned it. Emerald green eyes flashed in her mind. Throwing the

list on the desk, she swore softly.
lcandét | et him distract me | ike this.

Pushing Robert out of her thoughts, she picked up the list again, and started

making phone calls.

OHey, Jenisha! When can | come by to see wh

opening?é6
* k k k%

Robert Chadwick Jr. had watched in silence as Camilla Maxwell strode away. His

gaze traveled over the angry, yet totally sexy, swing to her hips. What a woman.

14
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He had been, admittedly, extremely suspicious of the woman his brother claimed
to | ove. But Jem Max waenldl &si ngdenneusisn eh ahde avon hi m

on the other hand, was a whole other issue.

He didndt understand what her problem was w
her, which is what had attracted him in the first place. She was sharp, cold, and cutting
at times, but to him, it was only an aphrodisiac. He was used to women who fawned

over him, catered to him, and, worst of all, never stood up to him.

Camilla Maxwell struck him as a woman who would stand up to him. In fact, he
loved the thrill that shot up his spine when she argued with him, and how her dark
brown eyes sparkled when she argued with him, and the flair of her nose as she

struggled to retain a hold on her emotions.

From the second he had met her, he6d realiz
something unique that he needed. The only problem was, she seemed to have

absolutely no interest in being around him, unless he picked a fight with her.

So thatds what he did. He found reasons to
and kept makingoffrand remar ks so shedd give him a piec

felt she was attracted to him, she made sure it was in no way interpreted as such.

She seemed to have a strong dislike for men
about it. Chad had laughedand ment i oned somet hing about a OHa
took what he could, and at this point in his life, that was being an ass to get a woman he

liked to pay attention to him.

0One day, Sweetcheeks, 18l show you how mu
And not justany man-me . 6 Sti | | , he had to smile at her

brought a whole swath of images to mind.

oHey, Robert. How are you doing today?56

15
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He turned to face Jaleza 0Jem6 Maxwel |l , Ca
her cute hairstyle brushed her cheeks. Leaning over, he gave her a peck on her right

cheek.
oWhy are you messing with Cami?06 Jem | aughe

His surprise must have registered on his face, because she gave him a knowing

look.
oYeah, | knowdéyou want her
Robert tugged his ear and gorinned sheepi shl
Jem cut him off. o0Didndt mean to | ook at he

Robert c headirwhs devlishpmatd she had a look on her face that made
him stifle a laugh. It was one of those moments that made him realize how much alike
the sisters were. In all his interactions with Jem, he had formed the assumption that she
was more reserved o the two, a paler version of the fiery personality that was Cami.

Now he knew he was wrong.
OMy brother is a lucky man to have you. 6 He

oDondét try to change the subject. What do vy

him on the chest.
To strip her and screw her sensel&shert cleared his throat again.

He knew he c¢hatiespdcralfy not te lzerysister, so he opted for

something more diplomatic.

OA date, for starters.o6 He gl antédlatouhd d

only get her to stand stildl |l ong enough for m

16
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00Oh, pl ease. You could have asked her all/l t

| aughed. oO0OBesides, she wono6ét go out with you.
oWhy?6 Robert frowned.
OYoudre a man. 0
oWhat the hell does thatear? 6
Jem opened her mouth to speak.
oJem O

Robert watched a huge grin come across Jemd
voice. She turned and raced across the room. Chad caught her and lifted Jem off her
feet. He kissed her, and she held him, sinking into his body. At the sight of the two of
them embracing, Robertds heart clenched. He ¢

abrasive response every time she saw him to J
Give it up, Chadwick. Camilla Maxwell will never look at you tey Jem looks at Chad.
Chad set Jem on her feet and turned to him. Robert walked over to them.

0Thanks for keeping Jem company, 6 Chad said

oBe careful | dondt steal her away. 6 Robert
0Sheds not going anywhere. 6 Chad | aughed.
oOoWhat does that mean? o0 Jem poked him in th

oYou | ove me. 6 Ch acdvereddingsrard kiskex thé engagemang

ring.

O0This doesnot mean | canot | ook. | 01 | have

handsome man. Hel | h éem grunted dnd pulied her hamg awaye a d . 0

17
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Robert | aughed at the | ook on Chadods face.
At the thought of Cami, his cock twitched. He focused back on the conversation in time

to hear Jem say, o0lt doebaéthmatege any@ami . B
Chad looked at him, then cracked up laughing.

oOWhat ?6 Jem demanded.

0Bro, you have to be crazy. Camilla Maxwell

0Chad, stop | aughing!o6 Jem put her hands on
conthnued. oHedd be lucky i f Cami wants him.o

OHedd be lucky if she runs him over with he

Chad countered.
OHey! 6 Robert growl ed.

Chad stopped laughing and studied him, eyes narrowing. Robert shifted

uncomfortably. Chad turned to Jem and kissed her on the forehead.
oLet me talk to Robert a sec,dé6 Chad said.

OWe ssogeing to talk about this, Chadthed Jem ¢

room to check on some customers.
0l d6m going to have to do some begging. 6 Cha

Chad turned to look at his brother, then gestured to the door. Curious about what
he had to say, Robert walked to the door and outside. Chad joined him on the sidewalk
in front of the store and closed the door. Then Chad turned and swatted him across the
head.

oShit, Chad. Whatds the matter with you?06 R

18
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OAre you crazy, l usting aftemi €asni ?H&SIhle,d ss m
probably eat you alive and spit yodn-laavut. God
and i f you do o-baag,tbhahk-yguelyoetta- ovdh atmhi ngs, Jem wi | |

If you need a quick fuck, go to one of you usual women, Robert. Cam-0

0oStop. Stop right there. 6 Angry, Robert cut
me whattodo. And 80 he poked Ch-adgouwillmottalk @outCamibatthat

way. She deserves your respect, and not to be laughed atClear? 6

He paused,br eat hi ng harshly. Chadds eyes were Wwi

away from him.
oChrist! Youb6re already in love with her. ¢

His heart started to race, and he turned back to face Chad, who was shaking his

head and looking at him in sympathy.

OWr okdward 6 Robert was pleased to see Chadds

given name.

oCamilla Maxwell is a challenge | want to c

took his keys out of his pocket and pressed the button.
His BMW chirped . He strode to his car.
oOWho are you trying to convince, me or your

Robert turned on Chad and swore. Chad put up his hand and grinned, walking

over to put his hand on his brotherds shoul de

oOWhat ever happens, you have hmyn scwmpadrntu.ed .CH
my sympathy. o

Robert growled.
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oOHey, wedre talking about Cami her e. Youodr e

can get .o
oOoWhatever. o6 Robert shrugged him off and wen
ORobert! o6 Chad call ed.
Reaching t he drcarvReberdlsokes ovdréhe mdf at CHac
oMaybe you want to tell Cami bye. 6 Chad mot

Confused, Robert looked down the street and saw no one. He glanced back at

Chad. Chad was opening the door to Jembds Coll
0She | ed ta@o .whi l

0She and a friend are opening a business. T

down. 6 Chad grinned at hi m.

Robert frowned. He knew Camilla was a CPA and worked for an investment firm

on the other side of Trescott Cove.
0She's operi g weroofwin®dé he asked.
ONope. |l tds a whole new venture, 6 Chad repl

He waited for Chad to tell him what it was. Chad said nothing, just continued to

grin.
Exasperated, Robert sighed, then asked, 0Wh
oWhy dowédu go on by and ask her?06 Chad | aug
Robert glared after him. Chad waved at him through the glass and went over to

Jem. Jem started talKking, her hands waving. R

expression. Jem was givng him hell. Absently, he looked to where Chad had pointed.

Shaking his head, he opened his car and got in. He inserted the key and turned it on,

20
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then sat back. A few seconds later, he swore, shut off the car and opened the door,

getting out.
Quickly, he made his way down the sidewalk.

Youdre a fool, Chadwi c k. Camilla Maxwell h a

written all over her. Are you ready for it?

Reaching the third door down, Robert took a breath, then opened the door and

stepped inside. His breath left him in a whoosh as chocolate brown eyes locked with

his. Hunger flashed in Camillads eyes, and sh
Yeah, |l &m in for the sweet eSmilingkhesadnteed t r oub
over to her.
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Chapter Two
Cami 6s eyes cooled, and a nasty I|little grin
curled her lips.
oWhat are you doing here, Chadwick?6

Even her sneering at me turns me twstead of answering her, he glanced around.
The walls were a pale yellow. Chocolate brown furnishings offset with burnt orange
decorations made the room very inviting. He recognized the style of a painting over one

of the couches. Walking over to it, he read the signature in the corner.
oLennox .6

He turned to Cami. She had a glare on her face. Going to her, he picked up the
sculpture on the desk. He studied it. It was a partial view of a woman face. The
womands mouth was slightly open al most as if
in front of her face. It was exquisitely detailed. The little plaque on it said Surrender to

Temptation by Brawich.
He grinned when he saw the name.
0Give me that. o6 Cami snatched the piece out
She placed it back on the desk and stroked it. Robert shivered, wishing it was him.
owy are you here?6 Cami growl ed.
0Came by to check out the place youdre star
He leaned against the front of the desk she was sitting at and looked around again.

oVery nice. 0 He glanced back at her.
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0l dm so gl ad yosarespgngewasdrg.. 6 Cami 0
He stifled a chuckle. 060So, what sort of bus

oCatering. o

oCatering 6 he repeated. To say he was shocked w
Cami 6s eyes snapped. OWhatodés wrong with tha
oNot hi ng. Il just di dn o you&wagswavgtohesacc oul d cook

prickly?o6

o0Yes, 6 Cami replied promptly. OAnd you donbd

woman with a pot. o

Her eyes twinkled, and Robertds heartbeat

shifted his attention away from her.

oSomefghismell s good. 6 Sniffing the air, he a

mean pot?0
Cami 6s expression was bemused. She stood an
0Come on to the kitchen. Wed6re testing some

Robert stood and followed behind the sway of her | ush ass. She paused and glared
at him over her shoulder. Smiling wolfishly, he continued walking toward her. She
stepped to the side, gesturing for him to pass, and he chuckled as he went through the

door. Then he stopped, his mouth falling open in awe.

Sparkling countertops and tables were all around the room. He counted six sub -
zero freezers that seemed to be built into the walls, as well as other various types of
refrigerators. Grills were in some of the counters, while a variety of stoves and ovens

were all around the room. He glimpsed a pizza oven in the corner. On the right side of
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the room, he saw an industrial mixer and other baking items. An empty wine rack stood
just beyond an open doorway. Through two other open doors, he saw bottles of what
looked to be oil, and bottles of various condiments. He surmised it was a pantry, and

from where he stood, it looked huge.

The last open door led to a small room, the shelves of which were filled with pots,
pans, baking things, and linens. A figure was inside, arranging everything, head
bobbing and honey-blonde braids swaying. He stifled a grin. It could be no one but
Zora Nicolette, whose tendency to outrageous colored braids was surpassed only by her

always happy persona.

He had met Zora and her twin sister, Kenya, at the hospital when Jem was hurt
over Christmas. When he had first seen the tw
them apart. Chad had let him in on the trick. Kenya tended to match her clothing color
to her hair, whilyeouZosrta ldi dcnodutl.d nfAdntd tiefl I , t hen
would give you a hint. Zora was bubbly and always laughing, whereas Kenya,
although she had a wacky sense of humor, was more intense. When he found out
Kenya was a detective in the TCPF-Trescott Cove Police Force-he understood her

intensity. He still remembered Zorads outrag

OArendt you a sexy hunk of a man? Those eme

make a woman want to forget sheds a | ady. o

He wa s n@who Blushedeasily, but the look she and her sister had

exchanged had almost made him. He had quickly found his equilibrium and replied.

0OAnd you make a man want to forget he is a

of fer. o6

He had winked at her and Kenya. They had looked at each other again, then at
him, and laughed. He had joined them. Cami had made a rude noise and left. What he

had said had been the absolute truth. The sisters were gorgeous. But one woman had

24



Aliyah Burke, McKenna Jeffries and Taige Crenshaw

caught his attention--a prickly, sexy as hell woman named Camilla Maxwell, who had

captured him with the first glance from her chocolate brown eyes.

Returning his attention to the present, Robert noted Zora had disappeared from
Vi ew. He wasndt a fanciful mg ihGamiyhad pout daspellf o u n d
on him. Shaking off the thought, he continued to study the setup. From his own
knowledge of cooking, he could tell their kitchen had every gadget you could imagine.
He turned and glanced at Cami. She had an anxious and proud look on her face. It

changed to defiance when she saw him looking at her, as though she were daring him

to find fault.
0This is great, 6 he said. OHow many peopl e
you?o
Cami 6s | ook turned speculative. OWhy are yo
ol @mrious. This is quite a big set up.d Rob
oWhat? You think wedre going to fail? Wedve
are only three other caterers in Trescott Cov

smaller parties or gatherings. When anyone has larger events planned, they have to use
the hotels or one of the restaurants in town and take whatever they have on the menu.
And even then, the larger restaurants and hotels are mostly on the other side of Trescott
Cove. Theyor efasbyouhlve  plangvergsoalmost a year in advance. Our
plan is to offer people an alternative to what these places offer. Hell, | wish they would

open a big restaurant and hotel in this part of Trescott Cove, with ballrooms and places

we can have evert s . |l tds not far to get to the other |
convenient i f one was closer. 6 Cami took a br

OAnd to answer your question about staff, w
handle all we need to do. Zora, mypart ner i s a pastry chef, so sh

desserts and sweets. She hired a friend she met in culinary school to handle the various
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di shes wedl | create for our clients. 0 Cami g
restaurant in France, but we stole her away. She was happy to move to Trescott Cove
and will be here in a few days. Then, a friend of mine who has been in Milan for the last
few years will come on staff as a party plann
staff and soon, and theywi | | do everything else. Wedve alr
hotels and restaurants--big, small and in between--for our clients who want us to set up
functions from planning to food. We know this

dondt neeaddwiocuk,, Ght andi ng here passing your ju

Cami stopped, breathing hard. The passion she had spoken with had impressed
him. Watching her flashing eyes, Robert reached out and hauled her to him. She gasped
and stiffened, her hand pushing at his chest. Dropping his head, he kissed her. She
gasped again, and he stroked his tongue between her soft lips. Her delicious taste filled
his senses. His head started to spin. Locking his legs, he held her and ate at her mouth.
Cami made a wild, untamed noise in her throat, and her arms came around his neck.

Then she took over.

A wanton chuckle stroked against his lips and into his mouth. Robert groaned and
clamped his arms tighter around her. Cami licked along the roof of his mouth, then

plunged in deeper.
Once.
Twice.
Then a third time.

She bit him gently. Scrapping her teeth along his tongue, she purred, making his

tongue vibrate. His hardened cock twitched while his heart raced.

Her tast e i sRatiomahthought disdppdaged, and he let his body just

feel. Her sweet, musky scent enveloped them, and she gripped him, her hands deep in
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his hair. Cami tugged sharply, drawing his head back. He moaned. She laughed and

suck his tongue into her mouth.

What are you doingthe cautious part of her asked.
Tasting him and wanting moreher wanton, needy part answered.

Locking her hands tighter in Robertodés hair,
she sucked his tongue into her mouth, then used hers to tickle the underside of his. He
shuddered. Cami sucked in his taste, the manly sweet she equated with Robert
Chadwick. She fought for enough control to let him go. Her mind screamed at her to get
away, but her body demanded she get closer. Wrapping her legs around his hips, she
ground against him. His hard cock brus hed against her slacks. The friction made her

already hard clit pulse. Wetness flooded her.

A loud clang made her jump. Coming to her senses, she dropped her legs and
jerked away. Robert made a protesting sound. Pushing at him hard, she moved away
as hestumbled backward. Shocked, she stared at him. His face was almost cruel with
need. Harsh breath escaped him. His eyes were molten with desire. Robert took a step
toward her. Cami backed up a step, then silently cursed herself for showing weakness.

Raising her chin, she plastered a defiant look on her face.
OFuck. éd Robert cursed harshly and turned aw

He put his hands on the table and dropped his head. He took a few deep breaths
and shuddered. The urge to touch him filled Cami. Clenching her ha nds into fists, she
took another step back. His head turned. His expression was a contained mask, but his
eyes gave him away. A burning hunger made them shine with a savage intensity. He
turned all the way and walked to her. She fought the need to step back. Robert stopped
close to her. She could feel his heat. His masculine scent reached out to her and made

her feel primitive. Balling her fists tighter, she waited to see what he would do.
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He took her clenched hand from her side and watched her eyes. Slowly he
uncurled each finger and smoothed her hand between both of his. He glanced at her
hand, then back at her face. He raised her hand and kissed each finger. Cami snatched
her hand away and stepped back. He chuckled, a sensual sound. Cami silently cursed

herself for letting him see he had flustered her.
You already showed him that when you kissed Bine. ignored the voice.

Robert turned and strode back through the door. Cami debated for a second if she
should follow him. Pride made her go after him. He w as already at the door leading

outside. Robert opened it and spoke.

0Thanks for a taste of you, Camilla. Wedll

looked at her over his shoulder, then looked forward and stepped through the door.
oln your dweakd 6 Chhand call ed.
oYes, and so many other places wedll try,©o

Whistling, he cleared the door, and it closed behind him. Watching him leave,
Cami stumbled over to the wall closest to her. Leaning against it, she tried to still her

racing heart.
OWhat have you done?6

Her voice echoed in the now empty room. Raising a shaking hand, she pushed
back her hair and closed her eyes. His scent still hung in the air. Breathing deeply, Cami
shivered. Opening her eyes, she stared out at the empty street bepnd the plate glass

window.

oWhat are you going to do?6¢

oCami, what are you going to do?bo0
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Cami jumped, startled from her thoughts, and turned to Jem, who had spoken.
oUmm, sorry. About what?56

Jem gave her a | ook, then Jemagdppee@dboserandAbout t

whi spered, O0All these greedy people have eate
some in the back. o
oYoudre the greedy one, 0 Cami chuckled. O0AN

them now. 6

Cami glanced around at the filled room . Glasses tinkled as people drank. Voices
murmured in conversations, and the food they had prepared was disappearing rapidly.
She spotted Zora and Aliana Deen-the chef they had hired--across the room. Zora gave

Cami a thumbs up sign. Cami grinned and retu ned it.

She continued her perusal and spotted the various town officials in the crowd.
Kalen Irvine --who had come on staff as the party planner--was chatting with the mayor.
Kalen laughed, and then he looked at her and winked. She blew him a kiss. Kalen
caught it and smoothed his cheek. He returned his attention to the mayor. Kalen had
done a fabulous job getting everything ready, even though he had been making

arrangements from Milan. When he had arrived yesterday, the party side was r eady to

go. Hedd jumped right in, prepping the rest o
back at Jem.
0l d&m so glad | have such a good turnout for
oYoudve done it, sis. Delicious Surrenders
hugged her, then asked, ONow where are the cr
0l dm goi ng. |l &m going. 6 Cami | aughed.

Walking across the room to the kitchen, she stopped and chatted with her guests.

All of them wished her congratulations on her opening. Reaching the door to the
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kitchen, she went inside and over to the warmer. Quickly, she pulled out a tray of the

crab puffs. Taking it to the table, she grabbed the garnish and fixed the tray. Smiling,

Cami stopped and took a breath. All the hard work had paid off. The last frantic week

of preparation had been well worth it. Delicious Surrenders was open and they were

already buzzing about it in Trescott. Although they had some smaller jobs lined up

already, they still hadndt gotten a bitg party

would be only a matter of time. She glanced at her watch and noted the time. The party

had been going for four hours already, and sh
She hadnét seen him in a week. Even when sh
thansheshou d, or dropped in to Jemds house for a

Where the hell has he been for this last wE€ak® cursed herself for even wondering.
Shoving him out of her mind, she picked up the tray and went back out to the front

area. She went b the closest table and put down the tray.

OAbout time, o6 Jem said, then picked up a pl

watched Jem fill it.

ol ol | take that. o6 Kalen I rvineds rich barit

take the plate from Jem.

oDon®tuch, or 10611 have to hurt you.o6 Jem tu
00Okay, okay. Hmmésome people dondt know how
hands.

He turned to Cami, his hazel eyes twinkling. Kalen slid his arm around her waist,
and they both watched Jem, who was stuffing crab puffs into her mouth and keeping an

eye on the tray.
0God, Jem. I have more in the back. Let soin

0OThen give them those. These babies are min
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Camirolled hereyesandeyedhee si ster. oOYoudre out of con
o0Over there, with Wi lliam and Robert. 6 Jem

Her heart rate picked up, and Cami looked where she had pointed. His emerald
green gaze caught her. Robert gl ancéeehsatlown at

something to Chad and William. The brothers started toward them.

OWhoodos the man who | ooks | ike he wants to r

guestion made her look at him.

There was a specul at-auwlatfatecandka caombaivkgldareind s c af

his eye. Cami stifled a groan. When Kalen got that look, it meant only trouble.
OHeds Jemds -ndtawr e amdot h &drs not hing. ¢

~

Kal ends | ook clearly said he didnodot believe

gripped her chin. He stu died her, then let go of her face.
ol can see itds more than that, but | 61 | | e

He kissed her softly on the lips and walked away. Cami frowned after him,

knowing he had kissed her to cause trouble.
0Cami |l | a. BarsiRwibeeut intd eer thoughts.
She glanced at him. His jaw was clenched tight and his eyes blazed in anger.
o0Chadwick, 6 she returned.

Ca mi gl anced at William. Wi lliamds features
eyes were a pale grey. Cami stfled a shiver, her usual instinctive reaction to William.
From the first time they had met, something about him let her know that, although he
seemed very contained, there more beneath the surface. She had assumed it was just

her, but at one of the gatherings of Jem, Zora, Kenya, and the other women they hung
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out with, William had come up in conversation. All of them, even Jem, had mentioned

they had the same reaction. Demi, the manger of On the Vine, had summed it up best.

0OThere ar e | us ocktbeanost prima part of yoo, just oylyour being in
their presence. William Chadwick is that sort of man. Any woman who makes that exterior of his

crack better watch out. 6

They had all agreed with her sentiment. Now, with William studying her with his
pal e grey eyes, Cami was grateful t hat she wa
She had enough problems keeping her hands off

was rigid. Cami growled, then looked back at William. A small smile was on the

reserved mands | i ps.
oCami, itds a pleasure to see you again. Co
Williamds soft voice wrapped around her and m

That was the other thing about him. He had a voice that reminded you of a dark
bedroom and carnal touches. Williamds eyes tw

narrowed her eyes. He knew the effect he was having on her.
owilliam, 1 dm glad you could make it. é Cami

William looked st artled, then smiled and took her hand. In a smooth movement,
he put himself between her and Robert. Robert took a step back. She could see him

vibrating with anger.
0Come and show me around, 6 William said.

Before she could say yes or no, he led her awayShe glanced back. Chad stood
next to Jem, a slight grin on his face. He reached for a crab puff, and Jem slapped his

hand. Robert glared after Cami and William, then stormed off in the other direction.

0This is really a | oveldyr epM ahceea. Ga tWielnltii aommd s ¢

designed, and | 6ve heard good things about it
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0Thanks, and yes, we are. o0 Cami glanced aro

be having a good time.

oYes, itbds very intenessinhnhg,hawd angdoodsbaoatt
brother, Cami, or youdll have to deal with me
He segued so smoothly into the threat that

was calm, and his eyes were cool. Cami was floored that he had the gall.
oltds ymowre mdsi ness, 6 she said heatedly.
0Ah, but it is my business, 006 he replied in
owilliam, you dondt want me for an enemy. 6
William laughed. Cami shivered at the cold sensuousness of the sound.
oltds you, Cami, who dondt want me for an e

She opened her mouth to reply. William put up a hand, stilling her words.

ORobert is my brother, and |6l do anything
OAnything. And you, Camilla Maxwell, are a da
goodoneor a bad one. Dondét hurt him, Cami, becau:

oYou should watch what you say, William. Ro

from me. He was always around until this last week, then he 80 C a mi herself off,

realizing what she said.
William regarded her, and then grinned.
oWelcome to the family, Camilla Maxwell . 0

OYou already told me that weeks ago, Willia

warm smile on his face.
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0That was for Jem and Chad. Thi skliesd.f oorl dyno u

going to enjoy watching you both. ¢

Cami waited for him to explain what he meant. William said nothing, just looked

at her with that damnable grin on his face.
oWhat are you talking about 2?56
William I ooked startled, utrleentl awghed. oO0You

He walked away. Women watched his progress across the room, and then he
disappeared into the crowd. Cami tried to make sense of what had just happened. One
minute, William was threatening her, and the next he was acting all friendly. William

Chadwick was a weird man.
oCamil |l a, this is a wonder ful addition to T

Plastering a smile on her face, she turned and greeted the mayor.

Robert clenched his fist on the table in front of him, trying to calm down. Even if

heclosedhiseys, he could still see the man with his

When hedd arrived, he hadndt seen Cami, so
knew the moment she had come back into the room. It was as if all his nerve endings
had become supercharged. Hehad spotted her across the room with Jem. The pale
yellow gown she wore had hugged every curve lovingly. Her hair hung around her
bare shoulders. It had taken everything in him not to go across the room and kiss her
senseless. When a man had come up andad something to Jem, then went and put his
arm around Camill ads waist, Robert had given
seen him coming. The flare of awareness in her eyes had thrilled him. At least until the
man had distracted her, spoken to her then kissed her like he had a right. There was an

intimacy in the way they talked and kissed.
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Sheds mine, damn it.

olnstead of standing in here sulking, you s

languid voice said.
OFuck you, William. 6
0Tsk, suchol Wnbuagm | eaned against the tabl
Robert glanced at his immaculate brother. William picked something off his suit.
oLeave me alone, William. o
ONo, because youdre acting |ike an ass. o
0Sheds busy with someone el se. 6

0Get your h earass, BertYou wefe thg one she was looking at. You
should be out there congratulating her on her business opening. Or just have a

conversation. Con-ver-sat i on . Itds a simple thing. Two peo

common ground. 0

Robert ignored him. William sighed, then was silent. After a few minutes, Robert

couldnot take it anymore.
OFine. Just give me a minute, and 16l go b
oDondt worry. It wondt be necessary. o Will:i

Robert opened his mouth to ask him what he meant, but the feeling cut him off.
His skin got warm, his heart rate increased, and his cock swelled as he turned his head

and locked eyes with Camilla.
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Chapter Three

Hungrily, he took in her luscious, honey skin, bared by the low cut, sweetheart

neckline of her dress. The defiant look on her face made him ache to kiss her.
ol 8l'l speak with you later.o6 Wi lliamds voic

He had forgotten his brother was in the room. Cami stepped out of the way for
William to pass. Robert followed her moveme nts as she strolled over to one of the
warming ovens and pulled out a tray. She prepped the tray, then picked it up. Camilla
came back around the table. He moved to block her way and took the tray from her,

putting it down.
0Give that to maEgrowmedhadwi ck, 6 Ca
oWho is he?b0
oWho?6 Confusion was on her face.

0The man who had his hands all over you. Th

right. é He crowded her against the tabl e.
ONone of your business. O Camids eyes narrow

Ignoring it, he leaned into her. She shivered, then stiffened. Her pulse fluttered

wildly in her throat. He | icked his |ips. Cam
0OSweetcheeks, everything about you is my bu
ONo, itods not. BackCawmaysfregmsmg)| i Roleertd. o
ol candot. 6 He heard the raw hunger in his o

Her eyes became liquid heat, then cooled. Robert cursed, then grabbed her.

oWhat the hell are you doing to me?d6 he gro
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oKeep your hands off methShaGds.mi replied, pus
He banded his arms around her. Cami struggled and swore at him.

OFuck you, Chadwick. o

oThat s what | want to do to you, over and

Cami stopped struggling, going rigid. Passion was in her eyes. Her hand flashed
up and she cupped his face. Robert growled, pulled her closer, and kissed her. It was a
carnal clash of tongues. Wild noises came from her. A rumble came from him. A sting
made him jerk back. He raised his hand to his lip and touched where she had bitten

him. He reached for her. Cami scrambled away from him.
oCamilla 6

O0No, Chadwick. This is my opening. There ar

do this here. 6

OWhere?6 he asked, as his cock screamed for
Surprise, then caution, fillted Cami ds face.
0Do you need some help here, Cami ?6 a voice

Robert turned and saw the man who had been touching Cami earlier. He took a
step forward, but Cami grabbed his arm, stopping him. He looked at her, then back at
the man. The man smiled, a baring of his teeth. Robert responded in kind. He turned to
Cami and hauled her up in his arms, kissing her thoroughly. When he released her, she

slumped against the table. Robert walked over to the man and growled.

0Stay away. o0
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He passed the man and went out the door. In quick strides, he went across the
room, ignoring William calling him and not even seeing everyone else. Stepping outside

into the cold night, he took a breath, then went to his car.

Later that night, as he sat in his home, alone, Robert allowed hs thoughts to drift

over to the spitfire of a woman who went by the name Camilla Maxwell.

The raw beauty that floated around her had imprinted itself onto him. He felt his
cock stir as his attention remained on her. 0

room.

Robert was struck with the urge to free his erection and bring himself pleasure, but
he held back. Cami would be real, not a figment of his imagination when her figure,

scent, and voice allowed him to find his release.
* % % % %

A few weeks later

Zora was dancing around happily, her red micro braids flying about her head.

oWe did it!o6 she hollered. oOo0We got our first

Cami was just as happy, but she was just ho
believe it eit hsmalleraffacstaplan, Bietbis/isthe first dig one.

What a way to start out. o6 She |l ooked down at

Five hundred people. A black tie affair for Artisan Architectural & Design. It was
ironic that the company she had wanted to design the interior of Delicious Surrenders
was hiring her to plan a party for their clients. AA&D was the best architectural and
interior design firm not only in Trescott Cove, but the world. The firm was run by eight
partners, but only two were seen in the media, one an architect and the other a designer.
AA&D was al ways booked solid, which is why th

Delicious Surrenders.
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AA&D had stated clearly what they wanted --a fun social party with delicious
foods. The menu had already been requested and date set. Cami knew she and Kalen
would have a lot of work to do to pull this off, but they would be ready. Cor rection--

they would get it done, no matter what. She frowned as she thought about the peculiar

way Kalen had been acting. He still wouldnot

at their opening weeks earlier. His only response was that Robert Chadwick better

watch himself.

Not t hat it mattered. She hadndt seen

disappear. When she asked Jem causally about him, Jem had laughed at her, then said

he was wor king. Cami had real i zeertdid.tSleerhadt h a't

assumed he worked at Chadwick Pharmaceutical, but when she had accompanied Jem

to Chadds office and asked where Robertos

ther e. 't had surprised and di s apnotovantinge d

to seem as if she was looking for him.
But you are looking for him.

Cami refocused on Zor a. OWedve done i

champagne flute in salute.

As her business partner continued to jump for joy, Cami tried to fi gure out more
about this mysterious partner of AA&D who had hired them . When she had asked if it
was Gaines Douglas, the one who everyone knew, the woman who had come to book
the party had said no. She was an older woman, and had said only that she was thee

on behalf of her employer.

The party was to take place in the Star Crystal Hotel, the most prestigious hotel in
Trescott. Cami loved that hotel; she had been in it a few times, and had always been

amazed by its elegance and beauty.
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Cami had been busy the past few weeks. All her free time had been devoted to
being near her sister, helping her out. Every other second, she spent dividing her energy
between some freelance CPA jobs and making sure that Delicious Surrenderswas off

and running smoothly.

With tax season almost upon her, she knew she would be getting more freelance
requests. She was tired, but it was a wonderful feeling. Her old job had tried to hold
onto her, even though she had opened Delicious Surrenders. They still called her, but
she had suck to her desire and not caved. She would still continue doing taxes, but on a

case by case basis, not for a firm.

oOHey! Woman, are you still with me here?dé6 Z

her face.

ol 8dm here, Zora. Just Itogtoiinm tomo u dhts.. We ngL

first big job to be | ess than perfection. 6
ol know, Il know. 6 Zora winked. o0Just think
there. Possibly single as well. Maybe we <can
Cami rolled her eyes. Just what | need, man.0 We 6 | | be working, Zor a

up men. 0
OAnyt hing can happen, my dear. Anything. 6 Z

oOnly in your world, Zora honey, only is yo
Cami headed to the back of the store and began to figuring out what needed to be done

first.

As she made a note to call On the Vine about arrangements, Zora and Aliana were

mumbling about the menu.

* k% k%
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~

ol canot believe it di dnot wor k! é& the voice

~

come she didnot di e?6

owel |l , what did you think? That Chad woul dn:¢

sure she wasnot there?6

0 | d thidknhé would be there at all. | believed he would have been otherwise
occupied. 6 The malice in the womarfighesback@ai ce ma
shudder.

oWell, now that you know theyd&re engaged, w

alone?56

Bl ue eyes narrowed into tiny slits. OExcuse
that should not be hers. A wedding that will not happen. That bitch is not going to ruin

mywell-l ai d plans! 6

Phillip Buckman was uncomfortable for the first time in his life. He had done
many unscrupul ous things to get a story. The

much, even for him. He drew the line at murder.

Looking at the blonde he was with, he knew he was in too deep to get out. All it
would take would be one call from her, and hi

need from me?d6 he questioned on a sigh.

A sick smile crossed her face. Evidently, shek new he woul dndt dare g

her. Leaning forward, she told him.
* k k k% %

Star Crystal Hotel

Cami stood in a room adjoining the ballroom
had bought tuseb $he lobkeddontthe doorway to the center of the ballroom,

where the waiters were getting their final orders from Kalen. Zora and Aliana were in
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the kitchen on the other side of the huge hall, directing their respective chefs in the
preparation of t he first set of appetizers. Everything was ready. Cami smoothed her
hands down her black suit. She would be here to make sure everything that passed
from the kitchen to the wait staff was done in the correct order. Kalen would be up
front, mingling with th e guests to make sure everything ran smoothly. Excitement was

intermixed with nervousness, but she was looking forward to this.

Each item had been labored over and planned down to the last detail. Cami had
decided at the last minute to include a special extra. She had poured over books and
found what she was looking for. Kalen had called in some of his contacts to get them a
special ice sculpture artist to make the massive center piece in the middle of the
ballroom. It was a replica of one of the homes dedgned by Artisan Architectural &
Design. The book hadndét | isted which partner
matter. She couldndét wait to hear the guest o

spectacular.

The large ballroom was filled with lovely floral sets put together by On the Vine, a
shop that she knew well. When Jem had been injured, she had gone there to get flowers
instead of to the shop at the hospital. The white orchids and pale peach roses On the
Vineds staff had put aeiblaokliée atgdrden gregvbeneathit.| pt ur e
The older woman who had booked the event came in earlier to greet Cami and Zora,

and was pleased with the way everything turned out.

A satisfied smile crossed Camids face. Just
satisf action complete. 0106d |ike to meet whoever
muttered.

0Ask and you shall receive, Sweetcheeks, 6 a

The shivers that surged through her told her immediately who it was. A subtle,

woodsy masculine scent flowed around her. Robert Chadwick Jr.
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Ah helll What is he doing her&Zami turned her head and gasped. Dear Lord this man

is beautiful.

OHmméyou dondt | ook all that horrible in a

beside her.

Robert wore a black tuxedo, four-button, with a black satin vest and tie. In the left
pocket was a handkerchief the same color as his eyes, a vivid emerald green. The cut of
the tux fit his body |Iike a | overds caress, a
he truly was. Over his arm, a black garment bag was draped. He closed the he had

entered through, a door she hadndt noticed be

owell, after you marry me, perhaps |08l dre

you dress me. o0

Her heart pounded, andwithout mi ssing a beat, Cami retor

Ar mageddon was upon us. 0

He chuckled as he closed the door facing the ballroom, shutting them alone inside

the room. Cami swallowed. Suddenly, the air was thick and hard to ingest.

OMmmébei ng t h a earthansth younAlthat cepopulation would be

fun. o
She scoffed. oDream on. o
ol will. I ITike you in my dreams. 6 His eyes
oOWhyds the door shut? | have work to do, 6 C

was demanding to have met.
OAmnl yiour dreams? What do you | ong for?déd He

0l guess you dondot get everything you ask f

Chadwi ck?6

43



Cami's Surrender

ol &m here for the party you planned for me.

buil ding. ltdés a favorite of mine. o

Cami was trying to understand what was going on.

(@

oParty. 6 Realization was sArtwi §aan.d@wni ng.
Robert shook his head. ONope, Sweetcheeks.
Cami was stunned. She had no idea Robert was an architect.

OYou desighddnghewebused for the sculpture?bd
oYes. O

Cami didndt know what to s ay-lotsoffargleshand | di ng
just breathtaking. From the moment she saw it, she knew it was the one she wanted to

showcase. She studied Robert, unable to beliee he had created it.
0l can see from your expression you donodét b

She heard the bitterness in his voice and felt bad. His next words erased the

feeling.
0l do other things besides seduce women, Ca
Jeabusy clawed at her as she thought of him with other women.

oWhy are you throwing this party and not an

for a different one. 0

oWel | | thatdos too bad, Sweet cheekthisisfdrdm t he

y 0 u . Ong tapetedfinger pointed at the bag.
She raised a brow. oWhat is it?¢o

OA dress. 6 He held her gaze.
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O Wha't do | need with a dress? I 0m dressed f

had been piqued. Why would he bring her a dress?
OYour role has changed. 0
OExcuse me?6 Her eyes narrowed in warning.

| t di dnot seem to bother hi m. Robert hel d t

for a party planner or caterer, but not for a
0l &6m not the hosdess. Kalen will see
oOYou are now. Wedl Kaltteah kl abeut Ddndt say hi
until we do. 6

Again, he gestured with the bag.

oWhy would | want to do that? And we have n

crossed her arms and stared at the hunk beside her.

0OBecause you woutlhde |leoweenitnog sgptenmy si de. 6 He

OAnd you are dying to see what dress | picked
know your size, but | promise it wildl be a pe
oDondt you have some model waif dampabe your

the prospect of being so close to him, to have his arm around her waist.

0Scared?6 Robert asked.

oNot on your [|ife. But | candt | eave Kal en
own. 0

His hand slid down her side, following the curve of herhip . o0l 6 ve already a
Zora, and shef6s okay with it. And you hired t
dond6t have any other reason. Letds get you ch
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0And if | dondt want to hel p?6 Cami demande

drop everything t o assist him!

He | ifted a shoul der in a | ackadaisical mo t

didndt think anything scared you. o

Thatds the second ti me hAdhalengedhaddbeedissaed.r e 6 1 n
OA chicken?06 Sheerglloaorkeidn gatt hhei ns,muogv ex pr essi on.

something, Chadwick. If there was something in this world that scared me, it sure as

hell wouldndt be a man. Much | ess you. o
oSweetcheeks, have no fear. | dm al | man, an
Hehel d the dress out to her. oO0You should hurry

Snatching the bag, she pointed to the door.

A predatory |l ook filled his gaze. o0Dondt wo

|l ook at my woman. 6

ol AM NOT ONANRI 8N Ca mi t hundered as she shov

0And stop calling me Sweetcheeks! ¢
0So feisty, 6 he teased as she sl ammed the d

Her heart pounded out of control. He never gave her a moment of peace, and he
was so infuriating. The thing t hat confused her was that she had begun to enjoy, and

even look forward to, their verbal sparring.
What could it hurt to help him? He was almost family.
Like you think of him like thaher mind taunted.

Cami sighed heavily as she unzipped the black bag. Mr. Robert Chadwick Jr. had

been haunting her thoughts more and more as of late. It seemed if she was allowed a
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moment of mental reprieve, then he would show up in person to torment her, and vice

versa.

Her breath caught as she exposed the dress. A dark, emerald green halter dress.

The exact color of the kerchief in his | apel
The man had taste.

Casting a quick glance around the room to ensure she was alone, Cami stripped

and reached for the dress.
It fell in a silken wave over her body. She grinned as she zipped it up.

Sitting on the bottom of the bag were a pair of perfectly dyed silk couture thong
shoes. They had a three and a half inch heel, and were detailed with crystals, which

were also green. She reached in and pulled them out.

oBeautiful .6 Cami was about to put the fi

door.
OReady?d Robertds voice questioned.

0 Come i n, dwonderfhevallilikk what he sees.
* % % % %

Robert opened the door and let himself in, and his breath caught in his throat.

Holy shit! The blood rushed from his head to his cock, which swelled against the

fabric of his boxers.

The green was vivid against the smooth, dark cocoa of her skin. The V in her dress

showed off the sides of her breasts and, for a second, he almost ordered her to change.
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All that gorgeous, flawless skin. He swallowed and bit the inside of his lip for
control. The dress had a slit up the left side, and he knew everyone tonight would get a

view of her leg when she walked.

Dangling from one hand were the shoes. Kicking the door shut behind him, he

walked over and dropped to the floor before her.
oWhat are you doing?6 she asked, taking a s

0Gi ve me your s ho e melléfddrkeamizer, ahe soreething €lsé, e s

floated around him.
O0Why?6

Without answering, he took one shoe and lifted her foot, placed the shoe upon it.

Then he fastened the buckle for her. 0So you
ground his teethasthe s moot hness of her | eg tantalized F
|l ate. o

oWell, excuse the fuck out of me for not kn
me a few minutes before it happened. d She dro

Robert took a deepbreath and immediately regretted it. All breathing seemed to

do was immerse her natural scent further into him.

OAl t hough, 6 her voice suddenly sounded 1| i ke

before me isnot al | bad. 6

He buckled the second shoe and trailed his fingers up the inside of her left leg. A
grin crossed his face as she stepped backward, but only when he reached her knee.

OApparently not, 6 he said, standing.
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Two steps placed him behind her, where he closed his eyes and willed his raging
erection to calm down. The dress stopped a little above the small of her back, leaving

the rest bare.This night is going to be a hellish test.

oWell, |l etds get going, then, 6 Cami said, h

sharp and unforgiving.
OTry to Ihegropmbut.t e, 6

She tossed her head, the curls dangling down her back moving seductively.

0Should I call you master?5¢6

Leaning in closer, Robert placed his hand on her back, her bare skin scorching his

palm. o00Only in private, S&weetcheeks. Thatds b
He felt her shudder. oO0You owe me for this,
ol dm willing to pay, 6 he whispered. OWhatev
A huge sigh escaped her. oOLetds just get th
He kissed her bare shoulder. 0You | ook beau
ONo need fer pbat doudg this, and | wondt en

the door.

Robert knew he was getting to her, and yet there was still the sound of pain in her
statement. He stood still and watched her hips sway back and forth with her natural,

enticing walk. T he small train the dress had only elevated her allure.
Hell. This is going to be hell.

And yetéit thrilled him to have Ms. Camil |l a

It may be hard to keep his raging libido in check, but it would be worth it.

So worth it.
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His smile, he knew, was kinder than it usually was at these engagements. The

woman who was acting as hostess was the reason why.

Cami tossed him a glance. O0OAre you coming?b¢6
face.

o0Yes madam. | dm r i garedattieeunti anskight waver of6 He st
hesitation appeared. Damned i f the woman didn

As the night progressed, Robert was even more impressed with the ease and
elegance with which she performed her hostess duties. She always had a kind smile
ready for every person she spoke to. It was as if she were born with the grace and
instinct that created a perfect hostess. And at the same time, he hated that the other men

in the room dared to ogle her as she flowed amongst them all.

He spied the man, Kalen, talking with some of the guests. The ease he showed
with them irritated Robert. Kalen murmured something to the people he was talking
with and walked toward the kitchen. Making a decision, Robert made his excuses and

went after him.

Robert went throu gh the door to the kitchen and spied Zora and the chef, Aliana,
hard at wor k. He gl anced around and didndt se

went back through the door, then stopped.

oOLooking for me?d6 Kalends tone allmexstothe | ky as

open door.

Robertds fist clenched, and he stepped towa
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Chapter Four

Kalen stepped forward to meet him. Robert stopped a few steps away from him.
0Stay away from Cami. o

ol work with her, Chadwi ck, beoides, hkpetv woul d b

Cami way before you did. o

~

Robert growled and stepped to him. He di dno
Kalen was in front of him, and the next Robert found his face pressed against the wall.

Robert tested his gripnand found Kalends hol d
oLet me go. o0
OAre you always such a hot head?d6 Kalen ask

ONo, heds the more even tempered one, 6 a | a

Robert heard t he swaice.rHe targed hi;mhead/iKaldnihaa a6
nasty smile on his face. Il n a fast move of hi
on the man. Kalen glided away from him in a smooth move, leaning against the wall

and watching him and William with a smile on his face.

OYoudre lucky 1 |like you, Chadwick, é Kal en
0l dondét care. Stay away from Cami. 6
oYoudre really thick, Chadwick. 1 d&m not goi

Robert started for him. William stepped in his way.
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oBert, need some hel p?6 a deep voice asked.

Robert spotted his cousin. Bradford Chadwick, sauntering inside from the kitchen.
He had on a silky caramel shirt and slacks. He moved with a laziness that Robert knew
was deceptive. Robert came to his senses and realized where he was. He looked at the
ballroom beyond and was grateful no one had noticed him acting like a fool. He looked

back at Kalen.

oWhat 6s it going to take to make you go

Kal en straightened. oO0You know, wuntil you

OFriend® 6 He | ookkdkath&awas crazy. oOWe want

awa

S

a

l

0l s he al wwack-sni sdeodo?é& Kalen | ooked at Willia
oWhen it comes to something he wants, 6 Wil/l
o0Yeah, 6 Bradford said at the same ti me.
Kalen sighed and shook his head.
oChadwick, you hurt Cami, and | wil/ Kil y (
Although he said it casually, Robert believed him. Kalen nodded and walked
away.
oKalen, stay away from Cami, or | wil/l hurt
Kalen turned on him. o6Cami would have your
oJem?atWhdoes she have to do with this?0
Kal en sighed again, then replied casually,
they wondét | et you hurt me. 6
Stunned, Robert stared at the man who cl ai m
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oCamilla and Jem donot have a brother. 6

0Ohm,ut they do. 6 Kalen | aughed. O0At | east wt
going anywhere. After all these years, Cami called me to help her with Delicious
Surrender s. | 611 do everything | can to make
tomakesur e you and that brother of yours treat m

answer to me. o
Kalen walked away.
OHeds their brother.o6 William sounded as st
ol donoét think Chad knows, 6 Bradford said.

Robertt dtidinmk he did either. ol donot know

canot t el | hi m. Jem should tel]l him. o6

Robert watched Kalen go to Cami and kiss her on the cheek. Cami laughed and

swatted him. They walked away.
oOLetds go back t o thackinsparty. 6 Robert wen

A few hours later, Robert stood with a few CEOs, not really listening to their
chatter. His eyes were across the room, watching the ebony enchantress named Cami.
She was currently speaking to someone who Robert knew was a lecherous old man.Not

someone he wanted around her.

OExcuse me, gentl emen. 6 Robert bowed briefl

surrounding Cami.

oOérather boring personally.éd Cami was sayin

invitation. o6

Si pping his drink, Rot eHe palsakeeedd oconvh ahta nidh va

of her back, a silently possessive move.
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Charleston Irving smiled at him before turning watery eyes back to Cami. The grin
on his face made Robertdds stomach knot wup. 01J

an invitation to come play golf with me.

Turning his head slightly, Robert inhaled t
hair. He used his thumb to create small cirecl

she thinks itds boring. o
l rving shrugged.veoPweer haa pcsh asnhceed Itlo gcihange hert

Not so long as there isa breathinmybadPer haps, 6 Robert said. 0
me , | need to speak with Camilla about somet h

back, he propelled her toward a side room.

Cami was silent the entire walk. Robert opened the door to the room where she
had changed her clothes and ushered her inside, shutting it behind him. She put a bit of

distance between them before turning and looking at him.
OWhat ?0 she askedgnetahefvaicei | i ar, biting

For some reason, her attitude bothered him this time. Normally, it only made him
long to pick on her more; but at this moment, it intensified his growing frustration.

oOWhat were you doing?6

Astonishment flashed across her face, followedc | osel y by disbelief.
you asked me to do. Hostess. Why, am | doing

that only brought his attention back to her full breasts.

His cock reminded him that it was not dead by any means. Robert shifted his
stance to try and alleviate the pressure. 0 We

man, 6 he snapped.
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Her dark cocoa eyes widened, then narrowed
doing a favor for you. | di dnadedaresdknfronbof be dr e
those rich snobs out there. | did this becaus

Robert watched her breathing increase in sp

closed the distance between them. The fact she had to force herself not to retreat nder

his advance was obvious to him.

He almost groaned aloud as her pink tongue snuck out and wet her lips. His penis

throbbed insistently. The urge to pull her into his arms was overwhelming.

oOoBecause, despite how unhappyfami mayo make m

responded.

What the fuck? Family? 1 0dm beingoWd uarken dht t

family, and 106l be damned if you start think

Her jaw set as a dangerous gl owefwadtdded her

to be part of your family.é

A Il ow rumble poured from his gut. That wasn
steps and he had her in his grasp, his fingers digging into the flesh of her upper arms.

He ignored the wide -eyed look she gave him and kissed her.

He didndt ask, just took. His tongue swept
tempest. Investigating every inch of her mouth, Robert pressed his erection against her,

wanting her to know what she did to him.

One hand dropped down to land on her silk -covered ass, his thumb remaining on
the skin of her back. Flexing his fingers, he kneaded her firm flesh. The spicy scent of

her arousal filled the air.

She smacked his chest before entangling her hands in the lapel of his tuxedo jacket.

With a strong jerk, she pulled them closer together.
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* k k k%

Emotions flew through her body as it was pressed tightly against the rock -solid
one of Robert Chadwick. Being angry was a wonderful defense mechanism, but it never

worked out right when things included the man who was kissing her so wonderfully.

Her pussy pulsedwitha need she hadnodét ever felt before

hadnodt e v e e-fulfllmedt. bef or e

As she relaxed into him, the kiss changed from powerful, possessive, and
demanding to a thorough perusal. He left no stone unturned as his tongue explored her

mouth.

Robert left her mouth and nipped her chin before he turned his burning emerald
gaze on her. o0l am not your brother, Sweetche

had a brother?6

oOHow did you know?6é6 Cami ds eyes narmdowed. 0
It was up to him if he wanted to tell you.©o
ONo, you should have told me, Camilla.©é
oOoWhy would | ?6 Cami refused to feel guilty
OHow is it you have a brother no one seems

She shut away the memories best forgotten ard answered with as little

i nformation as posdgiobdlhe.r ,0 Heds imy rlreallfl y i sndt
Ca mi studied him. O06All you need to know is th
0The only way 108l I | et yomarcraleld,me Roabneirlty dit
The thought of spending every night in his
wondt be married, so get your hand off my ass
threatened.
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Instead of listening to her, Robert dropped his other hand and squeezed the other
half of her derriere. OAnytime you want to ro

for the fun. o6

oYou have a room full of people just on the

| can do what you asked. o

One black eyebrowr o se as he | owered his mouth to he
begun to ask, yet.o6 His fingers |ingered on t

want to take this off you and i 6

The door opened and Cami sprang back from Robert a mere second before a
drunk man stumbled into the room. 00ops, 6 he s

interrupt. But, we could share her. o
Cami seethed as she stepped forward.Who the hell did that drunk ass think he was?

Robert stopped her with a tdwehhadMa .biHtagtgae

to drink. This is the hostess, Ms . Maxwel | . W

The man standing in the doorway was oblivious as Robert ran her zipper back up,

then dropped his hand. Cami missed his touch immediately.

Mr. Haggerty stared at t hem before he shrugged and wayv

Come hostess me, dol | . I |l i ke Robert, but t he
Cami smiled and moved toward the old man. 0
withawink. Onlyafewmordrour s and |1 dm done with these pec

She cast a glance back at Robert and raised a brow in challenge. Would he stop

her? Did she want him to?

Damned i f the man didnot arch one back at h

this discussion after the party. o
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She swallowed as a glint of promise filled his sexy eyes.| 6 m i n Cami leftuhe | e .

room with the old man, who wanted more to drink.

For the rest of the night, Robert pretty much left her alone. Every now and then,
hedd appr oach an dtouphltocher ®odya Imnodemt ar oat, & kept her

primed and longing for more.

As she stood by the door and said goodnight to the departing guests, Cami felt
exhaustion settling in. It had been a long night, and all her senses seemed on overload.
The food had been a success; she had received many compliments for her choice of
party planner and caterer, so that only added to her overload of wonderful experiences.
None of the guests realized she was part of t
glanced up and noticed Kalen walking back toward the kitchen on the other side of the

room.

Robert had situated himself beside her and spoke in low tones to those leaving.
His hand remained on her waist, keeping her close. He smelled like a mix of smooth
bourbonandcris p mountain air. She wasndt sure how h
he did, and it was driving her crazy. Cami had to redouble her efforts to pay attention

to the people to whom she was speaking.

oCami, it was a |l ovely evehandimbisadheWasl | i am s a

leaving.

She looked curiously at the other man who stood beside him. The man smiled, a

warm grin that made his whiskey eyes twinkle invitingly. He had a raw sexuality.
0 Ca mi is a great fan of youers.ofSthiecdha& one
She glanced at Robert, confused.

oCamill a, this is Brawich,d he said, answer
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Camilla looked at the man whose art she so enjoyed. She knew he lived in Trescott,
but had thought he was a recluse. No one could get to hishouse without getting lost.

He lived in the winding mountains that were between Trescott and Savoy Valley.

0ltds a pleasure to meet you, 6 she said. ol
oThanks. 1 &dm glad people |Iike my worrk. 6 Br a
and William. O0OAlthough my cousins tend to thi

William, Robert, and Brawich laughed. Cami glanced at them and realized they

|l ooked a | ot ali ke. She hadnot known t hat Br a

OMy brotherskaentdtosbstagrabout them, 6 Brawich

strange. 0

Cami laughed at the exasperated look on his face. This man was like nothing she

expected the artist Brawich to be.

oBrawich, they are so honored to have such
teased.

Brawich | ooked startled, then | aughed. o0You
Cal | me Brad. ¢

oCami. And I Ilike it, too. 6

olt was a pleasure finally meeting you, Cam

0Get going, Br adfherhdnd flomRis.bert pull ed

William and Bradford left, laughing.

oWhat is your problem? That was rude. 0 Cam
oMen keep grabbing you. |l dondt I ike it.o R
his lips.
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0Get over it . Y o $hedmatnhéd herdhand ftom bid. me . 6

She saw someone else leaving and waited for them to come over to them. Cami
ignored the man at her side and talked with t
before it was just Cami and Robert, along with the cleaning crew. She had talked to
Zora and Kalen, then sent them home with a hug and tons of congratulations. Kalen
was reluctant to leave, but had, with urging from Zora. He threw Robert a warning

glare, then went to wait in the car.

Zora, on the other hand, pointed at Robert, who was studying the sculpture in the

center of the room, and winked at Cami befor e

Cami nodded at one of the cleaning personnel and headed into the room that had
her own clothes in it. It was time to go ho me. Shutting the door behind her, Cami
leaned against the wall and rested her head against it. She sighed and lifted one leg to

unbuckle her shoe.
o0l can do that for you.o6 A senswual timbre i

OWhat theéoh, itods youdwiWhka?té drbe ry ohue awatn tr,a tG
intensified. He had loosened his bowtie, and stared at her from where he leaned against
a table. His hair was tousled like he had been running his fingers through it. | want to

run my fingers through it.

0That i sndt alpneedhio askgne,Bweetchee&saYou know what |
want. 6 He pushed away from the table in a sin

her screamed predator.

Her belly clenched and her skin tingled with the idea of what could happen. If
only she abbkwed hel ped you out. Now | et me g

moisture gathering at her core.
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Robert didndot say anything, just finished d

Without slowing, he gathered her into his arms and pressed his lips to hers.

Sweet JesusTami knew she should protest, should hit him, something, but all she
could do was sag into his strength. It was a tender exploration of her mouth. Each

sweep of his tongue made her pussy throb in response,

She put one foot against the wall behind her and tilted into his kiss. Her hands
wound around his neck, and her fingers teased the ends of his hair. It was so soft on her

skin.

His hand dropped to her back, and she shivered at the unmistakable sound of her

zipper being lowered. He slid it down until he could move it no further.

Slipping his hand inside the opening, he moved his hands over the bared globes of

her ass and he muttered, O0OYoudre a thong woma

She flushed. For once,Cami was happy to be wearing something slinky and sexy.
He began nibbling down her neck, sending wave after wave of pleasure through her

body. Wherever he touched her, her skin burned.

Rejoining their mouths, she sucked on his searching tongue. He tasted letter than
he smelled. Her breasts ached for his caress; they were taunt and sensitive as they

pressed against the satin material of the built-in bra.

Robert wedged one powerful leg between hers. The feel of his silk pants rubbing
against her inner thighs, made her whimper with longing. It was almost rough, the way

he palmed her breasts, but for Cami, it only intensified her craving.

After pulling on her lower lip with his teeth, he let go and stared into her eyes.
Passion had darkened the green and they baed into her, seeing into her soul,

understanding what she yearned for, hungered for.
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Robert watched her face, his hands moving from her breasts down her shape, to
her waist, over her hips and back up again. She bit her lip as he leaned in to place a kiss
between her breasts. His tongue licked the valley and touched each exposed side as well

as beginning to tease the undersides.

Cami 6s knees began to buckle. She grasped h

OSweet Jesus, 6 she moaned.

One of his hands dropped down and moved up under the dress, courtesy of the
slit that ended high up on her left thigh. Using the leg that was between hers, Robert

spread hers further apart and trailed his fingers up the soft inner flesh of her thigh.

Cami felt like her heart was p ounding out of control. She knew he could feel the
moisture dripping from her. A single touch of his fingers along the edge of her thong

was all it took for an orgasm to rush over her and her legs to become boneless.

He covered her soaking mound with his h and, allowing one finger to slip under
and tease her c¢clit. OYou are so fucking hot. o

sliding it inside her.

00Oh shit!o6é6 she wailed, wuncaring that the cl

likely hear her.

He added another finger and began to move them in a nice, steady rhythm that
only stoked her fire. Her body clamped down around them tightly. With his free hand,
he shoved one side of her halter top out of the way and latched his mouth over the

bared breast.

Cami tried to close her legs around his thrusting hand, but his leg made it
impossible. Her hands moved back up to his head and wound themselves in his thick

hair, pressing him harder against her.
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Stars were flickering before her gaze, and she longed to experiercte his body on
hers. Totally. She whimpered as his shadowed face nuzzled the material away from her

other breast. The hairs from his stubble abraded her, heightening her pleasure.

Just as suddenly, his fingers were removed from within her and he was stepping

back. oWhat?6 she asked still enveloped by a

Robert held up a shaking hand bet ween t hem.
he rumbl ed, his voice an octave | ower than sh
so if you ddendhtakwantextcept for your shoes, you

here right now. 6
00r?06 The ideas his statement gave her.

FIl ames flickered in his eyes. 00r I 6m going
on your shoes digging into my back, as you scream my name and come all over my

cock while itds buried totally inside you. Be

Cami licked her lips and held his gaze. There were some times in life when logic
just had no business interjecting its opinion. This was one of them. The way his mouth

formed her name, and how it sounded on his lips, made her shiver again.
oCamilla?d6é6 His nose flared as he stepped cl

l nstead of backing away, Cami erased the spac
You tal k t oo muschirt, she yénkeal hifn claseg stilhand pressed her lips

to his.
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Chapter Five

Robertds hands pulled at her dress,Het aking
covered her lips with his. Cami expected a hungry assault. He weakened her with a
tender, poignant, and sensual kiss that made her heart pound and pulse race. His
tongue swept along her bottom lip, then across the top. She gasped, slamming her eyes
closed. Robert took advantage, stroking his tongue into her mouth. His sweet, cool, and
addictive taste rolled over her. His arms caged her as his body pressed against hers. The
hard ridge of his cock pressed against her aching, cloth-covered pussy. A wanton need
of wetness flooded her already soaked panties.
With a whimper, she trailed her h ands up his shoulders and around his head,

sinking her fingers into his silken hair. His harsh groan vibrated through her. Robert
licked his tongue along hers, then bit her gently --only a scraping of teeth. A pulse of fire
went straight to her aching slit. It throbbed in time with each suck, stroke, then bite of
his tongue. With a sensual sound, he pulled back. Cami opened her eyes and saw the
glittering hunger in his jewel green gaze.

ol candt hold back, Camil |l a. |  wayodrcuteou t oo
sexy ass. This wildl be rough, hard, and deep.

After each word, her pussy clenched. His words only made her ache even more to
have him in her.

OFuck me, Chadwick. o

The words had barely left her lips when Robert reached out with both hands and
grabbed her thong, ripping it off her body. Cami gasped at his roughness. In quick,
efficient movements, he finished undressing. His cock sprang free, thick, long, and red
with need. Cami licked her lips, aching to taste him. Robert ripped open a condom,
putting it on his bobbing shaft. He stepped forward, lifted her and turned to press her

back against the wall.
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Cami threw her head back as she felt his fingers plunging into her cunt, in and out.
Her wetness made his pass@ge easy and slick. Robert licked along the side of her face,
then nibbled her ear. She gasped. He grunted, and his fingers retreated. The blunt head
of his generous member probed her entrance, then sank into her creaming slit. Cami
screamed loud and long, uncaring if anyone heard. He grabbed her hips and pulled her
up and down, hard, on his shaft, setting a punishingly fast rhythm. Cami clamped her
legs around him and dug her nails into his shoulders. Robert growled and pumped
harder. His cock abraded her pussy walls with each hard thrust. The power of his
thrusting made her back scrap against the wall he was taking her against. The slight
pain only heightened the carnality of his taking. In and out he thrust, each pump of his
cock going deeper and deeperinside her.

oChadwick o6

Rotating her hips, Cami countered his upward movement. His hard muscular chest
pressed her harder against the wall. Robertds
her neck, and then his teeth sank against her pulse. Her slit gushed with desire.
Whimpering, Cami held tighter to his sweat -slicked shoulders. Robert loosened his grip
on her hips. Tightening her legs, Cami held him. His hands grabbed hers off his
shoulders, then pinned them against the wall behind her. The sensation of being
contained drove her into a frenzy.

Growling, Cami clenched her pussy around his shaft. His groan on her pulse made
her shiver. The pace of his thrusts increased. The wide girth of his cock created a
delicious friction within her hungry, cream -filled pussy. Robert grunted, nibbling up
the side of her neck, |l icking her along her
and she couldndt seem to get a breath. The si
her wetness brought tears of pleasureto her eyes. The incoherent guttural words he
spoke vibrated against her cheek.

OHarderdb Cami wai |l ed.

Robert nipped her cheek, then he licked down her face to her lips. Cami licked his

lips, and Robert moaned, intertwining his ton gue with hers. His thrusts increased in
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urgency. Screaming, Cami locked her legs around his hips tighter. Robert sucked her
tongue into his mouth. Cami whimpered into his mouth. The taste she only equated

with him filled her. Robert rolled his hips in a d evastating move that left her breathless.
A delicious tightness made her strain against him. Clenching her pussy, Cami felt the
heat in her lower belly, and then her pussy flooded with release. He repeated the
movement, and it continued to send her over in to indescribable pleasure.

oChadwickd Ca mi screamed.

oCamillao
The harsh grip of Cami s pussy around his
abandon, he pummeled her with driving thrusts into her delicious slit. Still screaming,
Cami pressed down. Her pussy contracted wildly around his hard shaft. Keeping her
hands pinned behind her head, Robert continued to thrust as he watched Camilla in her
release. The look on her face took his breath away. Her lips were pulled back in a
grimace, and her dark honey skin stretched as she arched her back.
The hunger he saw in her chocolate brown eyes as she looked at him made him
want to be embedded in her forever. He gripped her hands tighter and pumped
forward. Her pussy clenched around his cock in a sensual vice he di dndt want t c
leave. Her skin was coated in sweat. Her hair flowed around her in a wild mass. Cami
growled, a sweet sound in the back of her throat that made his cock harden even more.
Pumping forward again, he watched her eyes go opaque as he sankinto her wet
flesh. He kissed her lips. She opened to him and sucked in his tongue. He licked along
her tongue. She whimpered and pushed down against his cock with her greedy pussy.

Cami moaned, vibrating his tongue. With a grunt, he thrust harder.

Heleaned into her and whispered against t he
surrender to me is beautiful .o

ol surrender t o n o one, Chadwick. o Cami 0 s
dangerously.

oCamilla. 6 His tone held a warning.
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A nasty grin gaursle@ButCalmiwisl Il igl adly accept vy
Cami 0s hands gripped hi s, and she undul at

shuddered. He thrust deeper.

oScream for me, Chadwick. 6 Camids decadent \

She repeated the same movement. Robe moaned. He leaned in and kissed her. He
jerked back at the feel of a sharp nip. The metallic taste of blood filled his mouth. Cami
licked her lips slowly and deliberately. He pumped into her hard. Cami growled and
countered his movements. Robert shivered at each clutch of her pussy on his cock. He
held her pinned to the wall, yet Cami was the one in control.

O0Moan for me, Chadwick. O

Cami 6s seductive whisper caused goosebumps
him, her silken heat enveloping his erection tighter. Powerless to stop it, he moaned.

Cami laughed. She tightened her legs around him and worked her hips in a forward

and back motion against his cock. A painful tightening of his sacs warned him he was

near. He crowded closer to her, keeping her hands pinned. Cami growled, then licked

his Adamdés appl e. A groan slipped out from h
defiance in her eyes.

Camilla Maxwel |l would not surrender fully,
surrender. She had givenhima part of herself, even i f she ¢
make sure she knew. His heart raced. The fire and passion she exuded had drawn him,
but her rare smiles made him want to stay. The combination was an aphrodisiac that
made him weak with lust each time they met. With every accidental touch he made
happen, he craved more. The | ooks she gave hi
attention had eroded his control. Her haughty defiance made him respect her, yet want
to fuck her. Now that he was having her , Camilla was his and n
woul dndt push him away again.

Harsh ecstasy etched her face. He nibbled on her cheek, then stroked his tongue
gently along it. He thrust deeper. Cami contracted around him, and then a gush of her

cream coated his shaft as she came again.
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0Chadwick, come for mel!l o
Robertds shaft pulsed, and he went over the
hips then clenched around him. The sensation of her undulating pussy and her wanton
sounds spurned him on.
oCamillalo
Crowding her against the wall, he stroked into her cunt as his release held him in a
fierce grip. His cock pulsed in time with her clenching slit.
An image of Cami, heavy with his child, flashed into his mind. A moment of panic
hit him, but then a calm swe pt over him. Another image came of Cami laughing and
playing with their child, then looking up and holding out her hand. He stepped
forward and kissed them both. Robertds breath
He held Cami and he fell to his knees. $haken, he pulled her tighter. Cami breathed
harshly, then sighed, relaxing against him. He stroked along her hair and the side of her
face, which was partially turned away from him.
Af ter some ti me, he shifted, and hears <cock
constricted at leaving her. Cami moved back away from him. He stood and watched as
she went quickly to the chair. She dressed without looking at him. Robert turned and
got dressed. Shrugging into his shirt, he heard the door.
o0Camill a. é Hsawhewuat timeeogen door.d
Her back stiffened, and then she looked at him over her shoulder. Robert saw her
tremble, and then the look he had grown to know so well spread across her face. The
o0dondt give a damn what you tdheusddéasalstbedk he ha
oltds been fun, Chadwick. o6 Camilla blew him
Robert let her go. The scent of their lovemaking was still heavy in the room.
Striding out the door, across the ballroom, and then out the private entranc e, he stepped
outside. Camillads SVU backed out of a parkin
and drove away. Watching her taillights disappear in the night, Robert smiled with
purpose.

0The fun hasndt started yet, Camilla.o
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Turning, Robert stroll ed to his car whistling. Camilla Maxwell was in for a surprise.

He wasndt through with her. Not by a |l ong sho
* k k k%
oltdéds all ready, 6 Phillip Buckman said. He

been rebelling against him a lot lately.

0Gootdheé woman said. OEverything will be ove

back on track. o6

Phil swallowed nervously. There was no compassion in those baby blues. He had
interviewed many people, even killers, and this woman could teach all of them a thing

ortwoabout the heartless expression. 0So my par

0l dm going to wait and see how this works o
you go and do something stupid |ike warn the
her blondehai r away from her face. o0l would hate foc

conscience. 0
OYoudre heartless. 6 He couldndét help but te

o0No, l ©&m a woman who knows how things are t
ti me, so shMe madstcidbiuess. 8mi l e filled her face b

restored. o

OHeds happy. Candét you just Il et it go?b6
ONO!' 6 She sl ammed a hand on the table. Her
| ooked at him. o0l candt. o0 She wakbmcl eadhéye ina Kk

that things should be, and that means people should stay with their own kind.

Everyone has their place.Sheg ust needs to be reminded of her
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Phillip didndét know what to do. For nhe fir

over his head. Swimming with the sharks may just be a phrase, but he was definitely in

with the worst of them all. And he didndt kno
oYou, my d-earenPthlyiolul iepwen have a place. 0
He bit the inside of his cheek. o0l do?b¢
00f coHwmude.e a reporter, a man with no mor al
their privacy. Thatodos why youdre perfect to h

The woman sounded so damn sure of herself. Phillip nodded in return, biting back
what he longed to say. Butt hi s woman was a | oose cannon, an

explode on him.

He hadndét wanted to be |Iike he was. When he
the high ideals that many did. But it seemed he got better stories by being a cutthroat

player. Now it had come back to haunt him.

oDondt you see, Phillip? You were put here

picked up her fork and began eating.

Wasndt he a lucky bastard? o0l have to get b
even. 6 He <l ibdbodwht amfd twal ked out without | ook

pass until much later.

As he walked down the street, he thought about ways to get out of this. The
police? Well, he would be considered an accom
tell Chad. That man would just as soon kill him as look at him, and if he ventured close

to Jem, it would have the same result.

Phillipbs mood was dark as he entered the b
worked for. As he heard his boss yelling for him, he knew his day was only going to get

worse.
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* k k k%

Cami threw down her pen on the desk. Her focus was shot. Visions of what she
and Robert had done were dancing in her head. She still felt him taking her with such
power. When she had driven away from him, she had sworn to avoid him at all cost. He
hadnoét made it any easier to keep her vow. He
the next day. Kalen had been there, and Rober
sure not to be alone with him. Then the day aftert hat , hedd come by agai
ti me Kalen had been called out of town unexpe

a move.

He had just watched her with possessive eyes and brushed his hand on her cheek,
then | eft. He 6 d ¢ o mdoneithe samea Thiose dlighytouahkestwere t h a't
driving her crazy. Her eyes landed on the bouquet on the corner of her desk. Robert had
sent them to wish her a Happy Valentinebds Day

bouquet for On The Vine.
He should have at leasad the decency to call or come by.

Cami got up and went to her open office doo
desk. She had let her go early to celebrate with her sweetie. At least someone was

having a good day. Cami was just out of sorts because Role r t hadndt made hi's

trip in. She hadnét known she had gotten used
|l ast five days. Sighing, Cami walked over to
there were messages. She picked them up and shookhe head, recogni zing Z

handwriting. She read the message and frowned. Walking around the desk, she went
across the room and pushed into the kitchen. She waved at Aliana and went across the

room to Zora. The usually bustling kitchen was quiet. They had let everyone go early.

oHow could you accept a job from Nicola Hol
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Zora jumped and whiled from the dough she had been kneading. A guilty look

flashed on her face.

o0Come on, Cami. Itds just a job.o

Cami looked back at the note, thenat Zora. o0Just a job when s
|l i ke this. O0OHave Cami <call me or come by to m
sheds afraid to. 0606 Cami steamed as she read i

o0You and NicolaJdJneédchabdblstbp woman instead

rolled her eyes.

Cami 6s eyes narrowed as she read the note a

di fferent ?0
0ltds her new office. Now go away, 6 Zora sa

Cami stormed out of the kitchen to her office. She picked up the phone to call

Nicola, then slammed it down. Cami grabbed her bag and went out the door.

Twenty -five minutes later, she stormed into another office. She saw two open

doors, but walked to the desk to the side.
OWhere is Nicola Holl and?6

The raven haired woman at the reception desk looked up at her. Surprised, Cami
studied the exotic tilt of Nicola Holl andés d
glasses. Nicola sat back in her chair and smiled, acoolgrin. Ncol ads | ong, et |
was loose instead of in a bun, as she usually wore it. Her honey skin seemed to glow
softly. Cami shook her head. She wondered how Nicola always seemed to be so

unruffled.

oWell , well. I'f 1t i sndty@€@amsbodbma. MakMwedl ad s

was chiding.
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0OYou said to call or come by, so here | am,

oYou know, sometimes, Cami, | wonder why we
grinned.

0Since we aremdt anymore, wi

Nicola cut her off. oclavaahonbyoyget ¢$osat o

her finger against her lips. OHow did you so
yourself wuninvited to Jemds anymore. The nega
Hell , we weren6ét that much of friends anyway.

Cami stifled a wince as she remembered how cutting she had been. The other two,
she hadnét cared about but although she hadn
shock on Nicola and Kylieds faces had haunted

Cami tried n ot to squirm. Nicola had a way of seeing more than you wanted her to see.

oYou see, Cami, we were pissed at you. Thre
we sat there plotting ways to get back at you
Bianca that much. Only Kylie and you did | actually consider friends in our little group.
After that night, Kylie and | have become closer friends. Hell, we even toyed with the

idea of stildl making you pay for your rudenes

Cami knew Nicola was regarded as the best investment manger in the firm for

nothing. She went for the jugular when needed.

Nicola continued. o0That was, until we heard
werendt sure of what you would sawhatwdr a i s g
happening. We kept in touch through all that

Cami was surprised Nicola and Kylie had cared enough to check. Zora had never

said a word. Nicola sat forward.
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oKylie would have |l oved to bebhtrehe¢eds coaute
town. Me, on the other hand, I dm more practic
were right.é6 Nicola grinned. O0OWe were harpies

Maxwell, after you so graciously kicked us to the curb, we took st ock of what we

want ed. | took some | eave from the job. o

Cami remembered that when she had given her notice, right after Christmas,
Nicola had been out. Kylie had said nothing to her. The other two had glared and

whispered about her.

Nicolawas stilltalking. o1 went on a sort of find myse

happy. When | got back, | gave my notice and talked Kylie into doing the same. And we

started NK Investments. o6 Nicola grinned |ike
lot of the biggestc | i ent s in the portfolio, and most of
well .6 Nicola sobered.

OAl't hough it galls me to admit it, | have vy

complacency. Your bluntness helped me. So Cami, | wanted to say thanks. If you deade
to plan our c¢lient party in May, or not, that

Nicola picked up her pen and bowed.

Cami looked at her and knew she had been dismissed. She shook her head. Only
Nicola could say thank you and actually mean fuck you in that cool tone. She strolled
over to Nicola and leaned against the desk. Nicola glanced up at her and raised an
eyebrow, her face clearly asking, OWhy are yo

Cami stifled a chuckle.

0l dve missed yoguomade magwish it was Kl yere to curse me out.

That cold voice you use gives me the chills. o

o00Oh, no, Cami. l &m not going to |l et you suc

Nicola laughed.
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OYou act | ike you have a choice. 6 Cami wink
Nicola glared at her. o0l particularly dondt
0Join the club. I have that effect on peopl

Nicola laughed, and Cami joined in. Cami stood and walked to the door. She

looked back, and Nicola was studying her.

0OAnd weol | plan you a heck of a party, é Cam

expensive one. It |l ooks |Iike you can afford i

OArti san. 6

Cami 6s heart pounded at the name of Roberto
ORew? |l thought they were booked. 0

o0They ar e, but | know one of the partners.
Cami watched the soft smile curve Nicol ads
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Chapter Six

OHow do you know Robert?6 Cami could have b

Nicola studied her, and the grin curving he

is. Cami, Cami. Youdve been a busy girl. |l snd

Cami clenched her fist tighter.

ORel ax. | 6ve know Robert for yearyshestHe was
is a client.6 Nicola chuckled. 0So, you and R

0Thereds nothing to tell. I 61 | contact you
to the door.

OWhodére you trying to convince,. me oOor yours

Cami turned and glared at the unrepentant g
house next week. You and Kylie dondot be | at e,

Ni cola |l ooked shocked, and then she grinned

a kissing noise.

0l doemmdtkrow why | |l ike you.dé6 Cami chuckl ed
0OBecause you cano6t intimidate me, and | 0m a
promptly.

Cami nodded, agreeing with her view. She waved and went out the door. Walking
down the hall Cami punched the button and waited for t he elevator. When the door
opened she stepped in and pressed one. As the

with Robert. The elevator made a ding and opened on the second floor. Frowning, Cami
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looked out and saw no one. The doors started to close and sheéheard a familiar voice.

She put her hand to stop the door from closing and got out.
Cami walked over to the open door and read the sign next to it.

Cerberus Associates Cami frowned, she had never heard of them. The voice came
again. She followed the saunds through the opulent outer office and down the hall. She
rounded the corner then backed up quickly and peeked. Her eyes narrowed as she
watched him hug the woman. Di spassionately sh
back was to her. Her hair which Cami could tell was long was pinned at the back of her

head in an intricate design.
0ltdéds always a pleasure to see you.O6 The wo
0OAnd you Nigqgue. Thanks for everything. d He

The woman turned and Cami bit off a gasp. She was devastating. Flawless sienna
skin flowed over an exquisite heart shaped face. High cheekbones, eyes the color of rich
chocolate, full lush lips with dimples on each side and firm chin. Cami knew she had
been called sexy and beautiful but next to this woman she would have stiff competition
in any room. They walked towards her. Cami glanced around and seeing an open
doorway she ducked inside. She listened to their footsteps as they passed the office she
was in. Cami opened the door and peeked out. The woman moved with an effortless
grace that was almost predatory. There was a confidence in her movement that seemed
familiar. She walked softly and followed them. Peeking around the corner she watched

them through the door as they waited for the elevator. T he door opened.
0See you next week. 6 He cupped his hand ove

0Go on you rogue. Tell William I said hello

him.
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Cami 6s fist clenched at the familiarity the
closed and the woman turned. Cami moved back and waited for the sound of her
coming towards her. She frowned as she heard nothing. Cautious she peeked out.
Seeing no one, Cami wondered where the woman had gone. A hand flashed out and

dragged her forward th en slammed her against the wall.
O0Shi-6b, Cami trailed off as she | ooked into t

She stifled a shiver. The warmth the woman had shown was replaced by that of a
person Cami knew could kill her with no qualm. The woman tightened her g rip on her

throat, smiled a cold grin then raised her hand. Fear filled Cami as she watched the gun

in the womands hand. The woman released her s
gun at her.
oWhy are you sulking around my office, Cami
Thewomands tone was deli berately insolent. F

clenched her fist tighter and stepped forward.
oUh huh, you dono6ét even want to think about
oPut down the gun and it wondt be a thought

The woman looked at her then laughed a rich sound. Cami cocked an eyebrow

and watched the woman put away her gun in her side holster.
0They said you were fearless and a little c
Cami looked towards the elevator and back at the woman.

ol see aytoul ekansow about me. Do you know about

around to telling you about her? Hisfiancée 6 Cami gri tted her teeth.

The thought of seeing the hurt on Jembs fac

seen between Chad and the woman made Canmi 6 s hear t br eak. The wom:
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patronizing grin made her take a step forward

look clearly said she would relish knocking Cami on her ass.
oYes, | know all about Jem. 6 The woman paus

0At heaetthe decency to be ashamed of being

frowned.
oOWhy should | be ashamed?d6 The woman shrugg

Cami took another step towards her. The woman seemed to flow away from her in
a movement so fast if she blinked she would have missed it. The way she moved made
Cami know why she seemed to be so familiar. It was the same way Kalen and William
moved. Cami stopped and looked at the woman who stood a little distance away from

her.

oOWho are you? How do yowekeowomydoamg?wWhaht

Cami demanded.

oDomi nique Rul e. | &m part owner of Cerberus

you because Chad hired us to protect Jem, 6 Do

oWhat ?0

Dominigue continued as i f shedmaadndn tselolkiem
you this is because Chad said if you found ou
her up and down. oUswually no one except those
anything. Be gl ad | have a soft spot for him.

There was something in hervoice t hat Ca mi didndot | ike. An e

0Chado i

ONo, William,2©6 Dominigue cut her of f.
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oWilliam? 6
OHe is hard to say no to. o6 Dominique smiled
warmth.

Ca mi couldndot disagree with what she said.
0So youdre antbodgigsairs. aAbodyguard agency. o
0Yes and bodyguards is some of what we do. 0O
Cami curiosity was roused. oOWhat el se do yo

oWhy do you want to know? Are you planning

calm.

Cami heart started to race. She studied Dominique wondering why she felt afraid

all of a sudden. Dominigue hadndét moved yet s
oOYou are one spooky woman. 6
0l know. 6 Dominique grinned.
oOHow | ong have you been protecting Jem?6
0Since she got d@ut of the hospital
0l didndt see you. OO
OYou werendt supposed to. o

The smug arrogance on Dominique face made Cami laugh. Dominique joined her.

Cami sobered.
oHave you figured out who tried to kill, my

ONo, but we are closing in.déd Dominiqgue | o0k
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Cami shivered. I f they werenot trying to kil
was on the receiving end of the look on Dominique face. Since they were all she felt was
a fierce satisfaction. She was pissed with Chad for not telling her but glad he had taken

steps to protect her sister. Watching Dominique, Cami thought of something.

oWould it be easier for you if you could ge
Dominiqgueds | ook was speculative. o0Yes. O

ol dl'l get you closer to Jem. 6 Cami smiled a
0OHw?56

oYoudre a friend of mine who just happens t
Who happens to |l ove collectables so you would

Cami replied pleased with the plan.
0l could do that on my own. 6 Dominiqgque poin

o0Yeah but Jem would get suspicious of you a

friend you have an excuse to be there. So do
Domi ni que studied her. Shook her hand and r
badidea. Who woul d believe were friends? | Kknow
particularly |Iike you either. o
oThat 6s okay, I have that affect on peopl e
too. 6 Cami | aughed.
0l can see why. 6 Dominigue joined her.
0Come Hky menyand | 61 | introduce you to Jem. 6
elevator.

Pressing the button she glanced back at Dominique who leaned in the doorway.
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oYou knew | was there all along. 6
Dominique smiled a small grin. o0Yes. 6
OHow?b®o

oTrade secret. o6

Cami raised an eyebrow at the smugness in her voice then chuckled. She studied

Dominique.
oOHow do you know William?5é

Dominigue face shuttered and she straighten
sneaking around. 6 She turned anbawhkh!| keTelalwakal
if he ever decides to stop planning parties come see me. We will always have a space for

him here. 6

Dominique walked away. Shocked Cami watched as Dominique walked away.
Her mind started racing Kalen was very secretive about what he used to do before
working as a planner. Now meeting Dominique made her wonder more than ever what
he used to do. An image of William flashed in her mind. It also made her wonder about
William. Cami didndét | ike not knowiitugned The do
and stepped forward into something hard. Muscular arms encircled her. Cami looked
up and her breath stalled. Intoxicating green eyes studied her. A roguish grin curled
sinfully delicious lips. He had darkly tanned skin and shoulder -length onyx black hair.

The man who seemed familiar chuckled. Cami shivered at the decadent sound.
0Sorry Camilla, didndédt see you there, b6 the

He bowed his head slightly then released her and walked around her. Cami
stepped into the elevator and held the door. She watched him as his long legged stride
took him through the open door and across the room. The man looked over his

shoulder and winked . Cami laughed and raised her hand and blew him a kiss. The man
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caught it, put his hand against his cheek then chuckled and continued disappearing

down the hall.
0oTayl or! 6 Dominique shouted.
OHey Niqgque, 6 Taylor replied.

Cami 6s eyes wi dzedwhyhe was sodamidiar. Shee hdd seen him at
Zor ads. He was Chance Jamisonds friend. She d
such a potently dangerous man. Robertds face

the elevator door, Cami stumbled against the wall her knees weak.
Thatds why. Any man p aHerdmervoite nmockedp ar i son t o
Shut the hell upCami countered.
Admit it you want Robert and no other man will do

Ignoring it Cami strode off the elevator as the doors opened. She crossed the
massive lobby and through the glass doors. In quick strides she went to her car and got
in. As she drove, her thoughts were on Robert and how he seemed to be popping up
everywhere, even when he wasnodt aticgndi cally pr
stopped as a crowd blocked her way. She found a spot and parked, then walked

through the crowd. Spotting Aliana, she went to her.
oWhat going on?d6 Cami asked.

oUlrich, 6 a voice replied behind her. She g

of On the Vines. Demi joined them.

oUlrich proposed to Jenisha, 6 Demi expl ai ne

he told her he | oved her. o She smil ed.

Cami knew the story. From the way Jenisha had explained it, a year earlier on

Valentine's Day, Ulrich had given her fourteen gifts over fourteen hours, all of them
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with love notes. Each note contained a line to a song that he had his brother, Payne-a
famous singer--perform for her. Cami watched as Ulrich lifted Jenisha into a horse -
drawn carriage. Avoicestar t ed t o sing. Cami s mouth gaped.

anywhere.

Payne stepped into view and gave Ulrich a thumbs up. She saw the rest of the
Willis family, even the usually antisocial Dakota, standing in front of On the Vine. As
Payne sang, another, then another, voice joined him. Cami was stunned by the beauty
of the singing. She hadndt known the Wi llis c
the night, tears filled her eyes. Blinking, Cami glanced at Demi and Aliana, who also
had tears on there faces. Ulrich joined Jenisha in the carriage, and he took her hand and

put it over his heart. His voice rose over the others. The rich baritone cut the air. Cami

gl anced around and realized Zora wasnodot there
OWhereds Zora?6 She turned to Aliana.
0 At Deulsi cSiurrenders. 6 Al i ana answered absent

Cami turned and made her way through the crowd to Delicious Surrenders.

Ulrichds voice flowed behind her. She opened
0Zora, you need to come see Ul rtoehhesi ngi ng
Willisd can sing.6é6 She glanced around and saw

Zora swept into the room, a beaming smile on her face. She ran to Cami and

waved her hand in her face. Cami gaped at the huge ring on her finger.
0l dm engaged! 6 Zora screamed.
owhatTo who?6

0To me, 6 a quiet voice answered.
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Cami glanced behind Zora at Chance Jameson. The contained man came to Zora

and put his arm around her waist.
oChrist, itds an epidemic!dé Cami excl ai med.
oOWhat are you talking about?06 Zora asked.

oFi r st wyose,and Ulniah just proposed to Jenisha. Everyone is getting

engaged. 0
oUlrich proposed?06 Zora squeal ed.

0God, Zora, dondt do that! 6 Cami put her f

OHeds outside singingowith the Wi llis c¢clan. P
Zora let out another squeal, deafening her.
oPayne! Come on, Chance. We havetogése@&or a dragged Chance to
She opened it, then |l ooked back. O0OArendét yo

0l cand6ét hear a thing now. You go. And Zor a

Cami waved her out.

Zora beamed and waved. Chance had a soft smile on his face. She saw them link
hands and walk toward the crowd. A hollow fee
and closed down the place for the night. After she was done, she went out the door and
locked it. Turning, she stopped. Emerald green eyes captured hers. Her heart started to

race, then skip. Robert leaned casually against his parked BMW.
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Chapter Seven

Cami walked over to him. Her eyes hungrily took in his tailored suit th at hugged

his body lovingly.
Pull it together girl remember your promise. He is off limits.
oOWhat are you doing here?b9d
0Giving you a I|ift home, 6 he replied softly

The bright moon made his hair glimmer. Cami licked her lips and tried to not

touch him.
OMy car is down there. o6 She gestured.

OYoudre not going to be able to get to your

still singing.déd Robert glanced at the crowd t

Cami looked at all the people and knew he was right. Robert stood and opened the
door. She walked to him and slid into buttery soft seats. He closed the door, jogged
around the hood, and got in. With a flick of his wrist, he turned on the car and pulled
out of the space. Silent, he drove with a cool confidence. His woodsy scent filled the car,
creating intimacy. Cami kept silent, just enjoying being with him. Forty -five minutes
later, he pulled up to her house. He turned off the car, got out, came around, and
opened her door. Cami got out and went up the stairsto herho u s e . Robertds han
small of her back burned her. She shivered. Still silent, she opened her door and looked

at him. Robert regarded her silently.

oCome in for a drink, 6 Cami sai d.
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Robert smiled and stepped forward. She backed up inside. He closed the door
behind him and continued to walk to her. Cami retreated until her back hit a wall.
Cami 6s heart thumped, and her mouth went dry.
You promised yourself to stay away from him.
ltds just a drink.
You invited him inside your house. You know whall Wwappen.
All the decadent things he had done to her a few days ago filled her mind. Her
pussy went wet with need.
Robert leaned close to her ear and whispered6 | want to taste your h
Her pussy contracted and s$essval deldedickledehert we a k
ear. He kissed her hungrily. Her slit gushed. He released her from the kiss and dropped
to his knees.
His wicked green eyes looked up at her as he raised his hand, quickly unbuttoning
her dress. Cool air tickled her skin.
oDamn woman, you make me weak, 6 Robert growl
Cami blushed as his eyes took in her pale yellow bra, garters, and thong. Robert
licked his lips. He reached out and ran a finger down her stomach. Cami shivered. His
sensuous chuckle gave her goosebumps. Hishand continued down and below her
panties, cupping her bare mound and squeezing. Cami gripped the entryway table next
to her and moaned. Robert shifted his fingers and found where she throbbed. His long
fingers played with her hard clit. Cami spread her | egs wider. She pumped her hips
against his fingers. The pleasure built fast. He stopped.
OPl e. . aseé doné stopéebod
0l want to taste you, Camilla. o
He ripped off her thong and covered her with his mouth. Delirious with lust, Cami
held his head and ground her cunt against his face. She rolled her hips. His hands
gripped her ass. His tongue stroked in and out of her. Cami gasped and arched closer to
him. Robert continued to lick her with a precision she found devastating. He missed

nothing. Moaning, she moved her hips. His hands gripped her butt, pulling her harder
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against his mouth. He made greedy sounds as he lapped at her. Her pussy gushed with
cream. Robertds growl vi brated against her cl
He chuckled, causing even more sensation. Robert pulled out and licked along her
aching slit, from top to bottom.
She shivered, whimpered, and begged for more. Robert suckled her pussy lips. His
teeth scraped along the sensitive flesh.
00Ooooohédé6 Cami cried.
He pulled her tighter and licked inside, then out, over and over again. Cami reveled
in his carnal tasting of her. She wanted more. His growl vibrated along her clit. Juices
poured along her legs as he ate her with a delicious abandon. Cami arched her ass,
trying to get closerto h i m. Robertds hands gripped the i ns

her legs wider.

oSweet, 0 he murmured. OYoudre so hot. ¢

oYes, l i ke that. Hmmmé suck it. Yeah, oh vy
uhhhé Godé haveé. mercy, 6 Cami moaned.

He stopped. Cami looked d own at hi m. Robertds emerald g

lust. With a slightly carnal grin on his face, he leaned in and inhaled. Cami arched and
came at the sight. He leaned in and licked along her slit, lapping up all her juices. His
fingers spread her. His tongue licked around her clit, and then he engulfed it between
his lips.

oYessssléd uckk

Cami gripped his shoulder, her back bowed, screaming. Her orgasm rode her with
a harsh grip that made her see stars. She pushed harder against his tongue, holohg him
as she fucked his face. Pulse pounding, she growled, then arched as another orgasm
flowed over the first.

0 @&e me your creamo Bryceds harsh whisper vibrated

Pushing down, Cami shivered as release flowed out of her. It seemedto go on and

on. His tongue licked her greedily.
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Robert coul dnot stop tasting her. The taste
quiver. It was all Cami --sharp, sweet, tangy, and with lots of spice. He licked it up and
suckled her. Cami murmured incohere ntly. Her body stiffened, and he knew another
orgasm was on her. Her nails bit into his shoulder as it took her over. Cami arched. Still
feasting on her sweet pussy, he looked up. The sight of Cami coming was the greatest
thing on earth.
Her lips pulled back in a sensual snarl, pleasure made her face stretch in harsh
Il i nes, and her eyes went opaque. Cami 6s full
deeply. He held her hips and stroked in and out of her gripping slit. Her pussy vibrated
with her release, cegpturing his tongue in a sweet clench. A fresh drenching of cream
flowed across his tongue. He sucked all of it up, not wanting to miss any of the
sweetness that was Cami. She whimpered, and then her legs went weak. He caught her,
and held her shivering body against his. He spread his legs and felt her hot wetness
soaking into his pants.
Reluctantly, he moved her off him and stood. He picked her up. Cami cuddled into
him and moaned. He walked to the right, into her living room. Absently, he noted the
homey and vibrant feel of the room. The reds, oranges, and browns blended together
nicely. He took her over to the deep orange couch and squatted to put her down. Cami
sighed and looked at him, a come-hither grin on her face. He kissed her. Cami held him
tight, eating at his mouth hungrily. She licked his mouth, taking in the taste of herself.
He tangled his tongue with hers, and she moved against him. He pulled back, and her
murmur of protest almost made him change his mind. He stood, then stroked her hair
away from her face and ran his finger down her cheek.
ORest . | 61 | |l et myself out. 6 He | eft her ani
His cock rubbed against his slacks, mocking his stupidity.
oOYoudre | eaving?6 The anger in Camids tone 1
He locked his kneestoget her so he woul dndot fall. Cami
yellow bra highlighting her pebbled nipples. The matching garter created a perfect

compliment to where he should be buried. Her curly hair was wild around her. The
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sensuous honey skin he wantedto lick had a slight sheen of sweat. Robert took a step to
her, then stopped.
oDream of me, Camilla. o6 He walked to her, g
a tongue lashing kiss.
Cami 6s hands gripped his shoul der downthde di se
hall. He winced as he heard her cursing. Reaching the front door, he opened it, stepped
outside, and locked the door. He stopped and bit his knuckle, shivering as he fought for
control. Dropping his hand, he adjusted his pants and went to his car. He got in and
gripped the wheel.
0You had a willing woman, and you | eft. Youc¢
Sighing, he started his car. He had wanted Cami with every fiber of his being, but
knew that, before he touched her again, he wanted her to admit she loved him. Looking

back at the house, he prayed it would be soon. His control was tenuous.

* k% k%

Cami tapped her shortened fingernails on the countertop. She had introduced
Dominiqgue to Jem without any tadmtitb@yoee, Al t hou
she felt better knowing that a professional was looking out for Jem. Of course she had
given Chad a piece of her mind for not telling her. Cami had gone to his office to
confront him. Chad hadndt ev drade. bleahadaskéd an eye,
calmly if she wanted to be copied on the reports. She had said yes. William was in the
room at the time, she had turned and asked him to tell her more about Dominique. The
small smile he gave her di daskethinchowliekmew her on
Dominique, he had gotten that same closed look on his face and left the room before she

could say another word.

Kalen had gotten an identical look when she had gotten around to asking him
about Dominique. Ca mi rom bim.ISkerhd@adtwatchedtthe any t hi ng f

interaction between Kalen and Dominique and c
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ot her . Even when Wi lliam had stopped by she ¢
William and Dominique. Cami knew something linked Kalen, Dom inique and William
together but couldnoét find out what from any

life she would tell Jem, Dominique was her bodyguard.

Cami scowl ed. I f it wasndt for Dominique, J
times over the last few days. She shuddered as she thought of the reports she got every
night by email. The little incidents of a car almost running Jem down or her car almost
crashing made Cami lose sleep. When they checked her brakes had been cut. There
were so many other things little things that kept happening. Cami clenched her fist. At
Christmas they knew someone was out to hurt Jem but nothing had happened since
then. Cami had almost started to believe it was stopped. Now with all these things they
knew someone was trying to hurt Jem. Chad had started keeping close but he was

trying to keep Jem from finding out how serious it really was.

Cami shifted. She wished she hadndt agreed
for an interview. As it had of late whenher mi nd wasndt on Jem, her
thoughts of Robert. For the last few days, he had been playing with her. Although
t houghts of Jemds safety consumed her, Robert
t hat night at her housagoodwohgasm withedinthgigi ven her
return, he had been popping up even more. He showed up at Delicious Surrenders, and

al so had a knack for knowing when she was at

His habit of casually dropping by was wearing on her nerves. At first, s he had
been confused, and it left her wanting more of him. With each of his visits and seemly
inadvertent touches, it was all she could do not to drag him somewhere and tie him
down to have her way with him. Now, she was just plain pissed that he made her want
him so much. Since she knew his schedule of supposedly casual visits, she had made
sure for the |l ast two days that she was el sew

let her guard down around him.
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OExcuse me. | 8dm her e fomeintrudedon henthoaghts.i ew. 6 A
Cami glanced up and stared at the tall blonde woman who stood before her. She
was reminded of the reason she was at her sis
she was running late, and asked if Cami could start intervie wing the person coming in.
oOHave you ever worked in a store |like this

ONo, 6 she said. oBut | would really Iike th

Cami skimmed over the image before her. Pale blond hair was up in a casual
ponytail, and her face was striking with a bare minimum of make up. Although the
woman had a tentative smile on her face, Cami could see the tension in her. Cami noted
the casual look of her clothes, but knew it was Saks Fifth Avenue designer name
clothing and boots that looked suspiciously like Michael Kors Domino in Tmoro suede.
The womand6és hands | ooked as if they had never
Cami went on to explain what her sister was looking for. When she was finished, the

woman sent her a nervous smile.
ol t soumarsf wlont o me. 6

olf you want to fill out this application,

she returns. 6

The door opened, and Robert Chadwick Jr. wa
and her panties grew damp. Just being in his presence was turnng her into a horny kid.
Her mouth grew dry. The underlying current of attraction that had exploded between
them only got more intense every time he came around. She was doing her best to keep
him at a distance, but he was relentless. Like a damn dog goirg after a bone. Still, she
wasndt about to ruin her sisterds name and sn

She had opened her mouth to greet him when he spoke first.

oBrittany? What are you doing here?06 Robert

lingering on Cami before refocusing on the blonde.
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Cami 6s eyes narrowed. He knew her? Why did
through her at that realization? She flicked her gaze back to Brittany and waited for her

answer. Cami tried to remember where she had heard the name.
oHiI , Robert, 6 Brittany said. A worried | ook

He crossed his arms and | eaned on the count

menacing scowl filled his lean face.

oYou two know each ot hebothofthGraatentiormback®d, br i n
her.

Brittany nodded silently, but Robert spoke. His voice had a low, dangerous feel.
0This is Chadds ex. 0
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Chapter Eight

Cami studied the woman, who looked nothing like the photo she had seen. The
attitude was gone, and the face and make up were more sedate. All of it was different.

No wonder she hadndt recognized her.

Cami barely stopped herself from lunging over the counter and beating the bitch.
oWhat, 6 s heCosnhmearblaecck, t o see what el se you can

sister?6

Brittany Dblinked her big blue eyes and | ook

it at all. 1'dm just |l ooking for work.o

Moving around the barrier between her and Brittany, Cami found herse If in

Robertds strong arms. oLet go of me, Chadwick

oDondt hit her. o6 He gathered both of her wr

|l ooking for work, Brittany? You dondt need to

She shook her head, her bl onde nowwhat? movi ng

Forgive me for trying to get a different reputation. | thought maybe | could get a chance

to prove I 6m more than a ditsy blonde who | iv
shoul ders rose and fell in a dejected moti on.
oM, you werendot, 6 Jemds voice broke in.
OYou do know this is Chadds ex, right?déd Cam
oLet me handle this, Cami. Pl ease, just go

OAre you sure?0 When Jem nodded, ruggeeani war i |
against Robert, but only succeeded in feeling his penis harden and begin to dig into her

side. oLet go of me! o
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He dropped his hands and gestured to the ba

Cami swore under her breath. If she left the store, Jem would know something was
going on. And shedd be damned i f a man made h
Spinning on her heel, Cami glared at Brittany once more before she stomped to the

back.

* k% k* %

Robert made certain to conceal his erection with his coat and followed Cami into
the back room. The woman he had rapidly become obsessed with stood there, arms

crossed, and one foot tapping out a cadence on the tiled floor.

oOYoudve been avoiding me,d6 he said as he to

chair.

oYour poismappdd s he

OMy point? Every time | try to come see you
run away. o6 His tone mimicked hers, | ow and sn
olf you want attitude, |18l give you attitu

with her increasing agit ation.
0That s not what | want from you, and you d

oWhat else is there? Dondt say commitment,

thing. 6 Her words were hurled with an overwhe

0ol &6m incapabl e oouf lioto?k eMle 2 nHatvhee ymi rr or | at el
not the one running away. 6 He moved toward he

spend so much time being a bitch you canodt se

Her nostrils flared and her cheeks became flushed. Da mn sheds beauti fu

angered.
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ol know exactly whatoés in front of me. A ma

her ground, never retreating.

Robert backed up a bit. He might be upset by her attitude, but there was

something more in the reason for her belief. There was raw pain and betrayal in her

tone. OYou really think Chad is going to be u
much he | oves her?6

oYeah, 6 she muttered. o0l dve seen it before.
soonerorl ater, heds gonna want to have more than

putting back together her broken heart. o

oWhat happened for you to believe men are s

a woman t hey a Rdbertadadhed fot henaeddir@w her into his embrace.

oBecause | dve seen it first hand, d she snee
wanted from me was sex. Well, you got it. Let
00h, baby, | havedtdeopeh|l gduhereyleack again

she fit into his frame so perfectly.

o0l dm not your baby. And thanks, but 16ve ha

an experience | care to repeat, on any | evel

Robert cupped her oval face in his hands. Taday her curls were free and tumbled
wildly around her. Skimming his thumbs over her cheeks, he leaned in and kissed her.

When she struggled, his hold on her tightened, keeping her immobile.

Despite his refusal to let her escape, he kissed her tenderly, shwing her what he
knew his words wouldndt be able to explain. H

everything into it.
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He stepped closer as his thumbs were hit by the splash of her tears. Robert felt his
chest swell with a myriad of emotions as her arms snuck around his waist and held him

close.

Robert dropped his hands and placed them on her denim-clad ass, drawing her
closer to his pelvis. He thrust his hips slightly and smiled into her mouth as he heard
her whimper. Despite her reasons for not wanting to tr ust men, he knew she wanted

him.

Grabbing her under her buttocks, he lifted her and backed her against the wall.
Her legs curled around his waist, pressing her closer yet. His kiss became dominating.

He wanted her to surrender herself fully to him.

She gave, little by little, underneath his unrelenting quest. He plunged his tongue

deep into her mouth, wishing he could be driving home in her wet heat.

Cami rubbed against him, the crotch of her pants sliding against the ridge of his
erection, making him lon g to strip her naked. His cock throbbed more insistently, and

he ground back against her.

He devoured her mouth with a hunger that had only intensified since their first
meeting. She tasted like the sweetest ambrosia ever created. The seam of his pants nea

to bursting, he slid a hand up under her sweatshirt and cupped one of her breasts.

Her legs tightened around him. He ate her moans as she undulated against him.
They mimed making love and, at that moment, there was only them. He rolled the
pebbled tip in his fingers, tugging on it, eliciting more reaction from the woman in his

embrace.

Robert could feel his balls beginning to tighten, and he stopped moving. He was
seconds away from erupting in his pants. Cami continued to stroke along his arousal

with her body. The scent of her sex inflaming his blood even more.
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oCamilla,é he murmured into her mout h. Hi s

response.
OThere are some nice ones back here, 6 Jemods

Robert watched Cami rprsse teaygeicskly changedtopogror. i n s u

He refused to remove his hand, or to let Cami free. In silence, he shook his head.

When Cami opened her mouth to say something, he slanted his over it again. The
door clicked behind him, and he knew he had to give Jem some flowers for just shutting

out the outside world and giving them their privacy.

Taking his mouth off hers, he pulled her sweatshirt off and dropped it on the floor.
His breath caught. She wore a pale yellow bra, and it barely seemed to contain her

breasts. The tips were taut and poked through the sheer material.

He licked his lips. One hand moved to the shoulder strap and gently slid it down
her skin, then he followed suit with the other side. He took one finger and trailed it over

her torso, mapping the vision before him.
oOWhat are you doing?6éd she whispered.
oOMemorizing the most beautiful thing | have

He set her feet on the floor and reached for the button on her pants. As he tugged
them down, he saw her panties were the same color. Another thong. And it was soaked

again.

oDonot talk, 6 she said and he could hear t h

OFirst, wedre going on a dat e, Camil |l a, and
going to tell you what [ &dm going tib. doRblbewydu
met her gaze and smiled slightly. o0Then | &dm t
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me . Wedre going to start to date, Camil |l a. Of

but no more. Youdb6re going to dr eanme eadb oyuotu . nde ,

He groaned as she wet her lips. Camilla pulled up her pants and buttoned them,

then pushed him back. She sauntered away, then looked over her shoulder at him.

oYoudre not the only one who can talk, Chad

touchingl asts. 6 Cami grinned with delicious inten

Robertds heart raced as she went through th

give relief to his hardened member.

OArendt you coming to take mechdllengimhjtonener , Ch

filtered back to him.

Robert stifled a groan. |t was going to be

would be able to withstand Camill ads temptat:i

* k% k%

She sat in her car for a few moments before gettingout and striding toward a
nearby shop. Subtly, she glanced at her watch. Just a few moments now, and her

problems would be eliminated.

With a smile to an employee of the store, she continued to peruse. Although she
was expecting it, when the explosion rocked the street, she screamed right along with

everyone else.

As one, the people inside the store ran out to see what had happened. Smoke and
flames billowed out of the hole in the storefrontof J e md s C oHedple an ardoride s

and yelled. Sirens wailed in the distance.
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She hung back and watched as the trucks pulled up and battled the flames to get
inside. Still, her eyes were hopeful, and it took a bit for her not to smile when the body
bag was wheeled out. When that was followed a bit later by a body on a gurney, her

curiosity had been piqued. The ambulances drove away.

Two people? Oh, dear God! What if Chad was in there?

Grabbing onto a fireman, she demanded, o0Wha
ol dm sorry, madam. | candtamdayl.etPllesaskqg cura
The man left.
Her phone beeped, and she pulled it out to
for her car.
* k k k%
Ca mi pounded the piece of dough. She was i m

done as he étdlkegto lmenthrcughdut dinner of what he would do to her.

Cami had given as good as she got. She had seen the strain on his face. When he went to

her house and walked her to the door, she had been ready for him. She had laid a kiss

on him and felt his kneesbuckle . Cami knew she had him, but t|
mumbling something about a lovely evening, and went to his car. When he got home,

he had called and told her some more of what he would do to her. She had repaid him

in kind and told him come over. He ha d declined, but set up another date. Pride and

hunger for him had made her agree.

Each date had been hotter than the last, but he still resisted. And she still played
along, trying to get him back into her bed.

oDamn idiot. Two weekdearmd drmontnh immag.hi hhee . hu sSth
over the dough and pounded it-0again. o0Getting
oCami 0
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owhat? 6 She gl ared at Zor a.

0 use the dough. 6 Zora gestured.

Cami looked down at the dough she had been beating. It was too stiff for what

they needed.

0Go take your frustrations somewhere el se, 0
Aliana snickered. Cami gave them each a glare and threw the dough in the trash.
o deliver a withering

Shedd opened her mouth t
walls of Delicious Surrend ers, rattling the dishes. Cami looked over at Zora, a question

in her eyes.

0l dondt have a clue. 6 Zora shrugged.

Panic | odged in Camids chest as her thought

0Jem! 6 she gasped, bolting for tledfdroor . Ou

Domi ni que who she hadndét seen today. Uswually
Surrenders or Jemds Coll ectibl es. Her breat h
Coll ectibles in

newly built business of Jem0s

o0Jem! 6 s he s c rarshaviegcher way thebugb teeggathered crowd.
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Chapter Nine

Oh no, please, no. Dear Lord, dondt take he

sister.

The fire ttakelong ® galthedenabd Camiignored the tears streaming
down her face as she hollered for them to hurry up. She wanted to vomit as they first

rolled out with a body bag on a stretcher.

oWaitéwait!d She made her way tore. PleaBegiscops.

t hat her 26

ONo madam. This is a guy.o

Chad2o Let me see the body,dé Cami demanded i n
sure it i snAmM@tawyd brother

oMadéam, | dm sorry, but his face is gone. Yo

detective placed a hand on her arm.

00h my God, 6 she muttered. OPlease dondt be
man next to her, she asked, o0ls there anyone
0Just one, a woman, and no, she isn6t dead.
Alive.She was alive. 0l d&dm going with her to the

seconds before she dashed off to the ambulance and waited anxiously beside it.

Her heart was in knots as they ran from the

hurry. Hu r r yurgeddaver angd ovér. s h e

As they loaded the unconscious body into the vehicle, Cami followed

immediately. She took the limp hand in her own and brushed a lock of hair away from
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the soot-streaked face. Even as she placed a call with her phone, she never let gof the
hand she held. Cami spoke to the person on the other end as tears streamed down her

face.

When they pulled up to the emergency entran

away from the patient. She took a deep breath and then entered the chaos of the ER.

oCami 2?06 Robertds voice crooned in her ear.
| aunched herself into his open arms. o0Youdre
ol él éwhen | heard theéthe explosion, I just
and when | sawwheret he f |l ames were coming froméand | t

broke off in a wave of tears.

Robert settled his coat around her shaking shoulders, enveloping her with his

comforting scent. Being in his arms felt so good.
oCami ?6 A feminine voice spoke.

0 J e r@and ran to her sister and wrapped her arms around her. Another wave of
tears began to fall. Even though she had know

with her, to actually see her just brought her relief back in another wave.

Over Jemds amilsaaviChad standing tBere, watching the reunion with a
compassionate gaze. With a smile of her own, she let go of her sister, headed to Chad
and wrapped her arms around him. She kissed him on the cheek, and chuckled at his
surprise. Dominique who stood a distance behind Chad nodded and turned going back

down the hall.
0l dm glad to see you arendt hurt, either. 6

oWhat do you mean?é Chad asked as he return
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Cami went back to her sister, took her hand, and walked over to a group of empty

seats in the emergency room. Robert sat near her, and Chad settled himself on the other

side of Jem.
oThe first one that was brought out was 1in
and thatdés when | thought it may hdwegebeen Ch

said that the face had been blown off. 6 Cami

you. 0

0And I 6 m glad you did, Camilla. o6 He | eaned
She blushed.

oCamilla?é6 Jem asked. oOWow. Ymanygenawsyt be spe
with calling her Camilla.é

He grinned arrogantly. o1l cal/l her | ots of

Cami groaned. O0Shut wup. 6 Her exprwesrseinodnt gr e

you there?é6

Jem smil edWeébrmadl layn a@Oppoi nt ment with the ob:

be an auntie. Wedre pregnant. o

Ababy?Cami sat frozen in silence for a moment .
Both of you.06 She pressed a kiss to her siste

from Robert. But it all seemed hazy and distant, almost surreal.
OExcuse me, 60 a voice interrupted.
There was a doctor before them. 0Yes?06 Cami

OYou were the one who rode in the ambul ance

at her . oCamilla Maxwell ?26
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o0OYes. 6 Cami gripped Robertds hand Ilike a |I|i
been a change in her condition?%¢6

He nodded. 0Sheds awake. And sheds asking f

Jem stood along with Cami. o016&6&m going with

empl oyee. 6

O0Thiissndét your fault, sis.o6 Cami took her ha

the room where Brittany Gates lay, the men following silently behind them.

As they neared the room, a screeching voice

candt see hdaogBeriTrh att lbesr anyo

At the door to Brittanyodés room, a blonde wo
more coiffured version of Brittany was facing off with a doctor and Rafael Carmichael,
Cami 6s friend and a detective on tihediTdre&tcot t
know stood next to them, a dazed, vacant look on his face. Dominique stood next to
Rafe whose expression was gri m. Hi s partner,
walked over to him and said something in his ear then turned to look at Domi nique.
Kenya nodded her head, making her auburn micro braids move in a ponytail swing.
They were in a deep discussion and didndét not
woman did. The second the woman saw them, her demeanor changed from anger to

downright hos tility.

She flew at them, hands c urysuefault. Mphaloyisc| aws .

l' ying in there because of you.o

Cami stepped in front of her sister. olt wa

anyone. 0

O0Shut up, bitch! 60 SvrebewasGupposed to Berthere. INat chy

daughter. 6 Her slim body quivered with rage.
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on the day of the bomb, she decides to put my daughter there. How is that not her

fault?6

Cami narrowed her eywe sny GHow edd sy sswc hkerdau | e ? ¢

olt was for her,é the mother wailed. 0lt wa
supposed to be with Edward, not your sister.

Robert stepped up beside Cami. OMrs. Gates,
Didyouhave somet hing to do with it?06 he asked.

Mrs. Gates stared at Chad, but there was a

perfect for you. You would have made the perfect couple. Why Edward, why did you

turn your back on your own Kkind?6

Cami barely registeredt hat Robertds parents had arrivec

listening in.
She shoved down the sick feeling in the pit
sister, so Chad and your daughter would be ma

0So perfect, 6 Mrs. Gates nubabegwhstheeAnd now i
instead. 6 She sighed as she | ooked at Cami. 0

as well . 6

A grim -faced Rafael Carmichael walked over and put cuffs on her and handed her

over to an officer. They took her away before she could say any more.

oCami , |l was just about to call you and Jem
notebook from Phillip Buckman. He detailed in it all that happened to Jem last
Christmas, and what was to happen today. Dominique and her people found further
proof at Mr s. Gates house to close up the | oos

who grinned unrepentantly.
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OWho is this woman?6é6 Jem demanded | ooking a
oYour bodyguard. é Chad replied.

0 Wh-a

ol déll explain | ater, Jem. 6 Chad squeezed he

Jem look clearly stated they would talk about it. Chad winced and shifted.
Dominique laughed and walked away. Cami was too distracted by what was
happening to even | augh at belew i Sheppemdherc a me n't
mouth to ask a question. The man she had seen before stepped forward and walked

over to Jem. Chad got in front of her protectively.
oBack off. Hasndt your family done enough?96

The man looked at them, and his shoulders slumped.

0l just wanted to apologize. o0
oOWe donoét need you apology. Get away from h
forward.

Jem touched his shoulder, and Chad subsided. The man looked past Chad at Jem.

0l dm sorry, Ms. Maxwellas My xkedotuper Héwellk cu

The man left, his sobs echoing in the hall.

Rafe glanced after him, and then | ooked at
brotherdéds notebook. Dominique found the paper
in Mrs. Gateshouse.They pl anned to kill you and not f ai

gotten a conscience and gonéo

oORafel 6 Kenya call ed.
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Rafe glanced at her and nodded. He touched
cheek, then went with Kenya. They went down the hall an d out of sight. As Jem turned
to Chad and began to cry, Cami opened the door of the hospital room and walked in.
Brittany lay there, a gray pallor to her skin, connected to all sorts of tubes. Still, she

attempted a weak smile when Cami entered.
OHeyami Csaid over the beep of the machines.

Brittany nodded. o0l didnét have anything to

voice. olt was my mother and her il lwlstrious
mean Chad. She was behindthef r st attack, as well . 0
Cami took her hand and squeezed it. o0Dondt

better. o6

ol wanted you to know the truth. You know,
was Phillip Buckman. He came i nplah Metriedtoor e and
get me to | eave, but | didndét get out fast en

being blackmailed by her. 6
oWhy tell me?6 Cami asked honestl y.

ol admire you. Jem told me how you had to t

age. Youhave a spirit and a backbone that | wish | had. The only thing | know is

spiteful ness. |l tried to change, but, |l dondt
0l believe you. You need to rest now, get b
me . 0
Brittanyclosed her bl ue eyes. OHol d onto that Rob:«
al | horrible to surrender yourself at times. o
oAl I those meds that are flowing into you m
shook her head. o0Just rest. 106l1 be back to c
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There was no answer from Brittany, so Cami set her hand gently down on the bed
beside her and turned to walk out of the room. She froze at the sight of Robert standing
there, watching her with those incredible eyes of his. Jem, Chad, and his parents were

gone.
o0oChadwick, 6 she breathed.
OWe need to talk, 6 he said. oLet me take yo

o0l have to get back to work. |1 6ve |l eft Zora

and handed him back his coat.
OKeep the coat. | &m driving you. o

Too exhausted to argue, tharks to the days events so far, Cami just nodded and

accepted the jacket he placed back over her shoulders.

She expelled a sigh of relief as she slid onto the buttery soft leather seat of his car.
Tears stung the backs of her eyes as she realized it was finley over. They knew who

had been after her sister, and Jem was safe. Not to mention, her sister was pregnant.

Robert sat behind the wheel, and immediately the interior of the car seemed

small er to her. O0OAmazing, donot powertulehgmé.nk ? 6 h
oOWhat 6s that?06 she queried as she rested he
oThat theydre having a baby. 6
Her gut clenched. oO0Wedll see. 0
OArendt you happy?6 There was pure astonish

0ol d m h ahe paid., Robert whipped around on the road and drove off in a

di fferent direction. oOWhat are you doing, Cha

oTaking you home. We have some things to ge
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ol donoét think so, | yoordatkiog sessidnarighd noa.maké her on

me to work, 6 Cami demanded.
ONo. O
She seethed the rest of the way to her house. Who the hell did he think he was?

It was the challenge in his gaze that prompted her to precede him inside her home.

The momentthedoorwas s hut behind t hem, she shot hi m

Robert remained standing between her and th

happy about Jemb&s pregnancy. 0

OYou didnot take me to work because | wasn?o

shitt i nd me?0
OAnswer the question. o
ol dm happy for them. Sorry | dondt express
He arched that damn brow of his. O0Are you s

Her belly clenched. With one statement he managed to saturate the room with
sexual tengiom. tchledmoma for this. | ©m exhaust

work ahead of me . 06

Robert crossed his arms and stared. o0Then q
Tel |l me what happened in your past to make yo
oLook, | dowdpsyebdaypyalyze me. I feel the w

any of your business. o

oTell me, Camilla. Quit being scared and f a

you carry the burden. o
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Knowing she wasndt going anywhere until she
Partially because of the challenge, and partially because shewantedto tell someone.
Wanted to tell Robert. OFine. |l dondt trust m
skanky whores home and fuck them in his and m
up for herself and spent her days in the bottle. | had to raise my sister. Mom was no

hel p, and all Dad wanted to do was | ay betwee

Robert opened his mouth, but Cami cut him o
him tell her that he lovedher . But t hen -fourhowslater &t hetwasefh t vy
fucking someone el se. Jem got pregnant wearly

as wel | . Men havendt proven themselves worthy
oWhat about you? Has some m&eawateruawardherou? é¢ RO

oPl enty. Look, |l answered you. Can we just

from the mouthwatering male before her.

His dark charcoal gray shirt stretched across his muscled chest. The color
beautifully offset his emerald eyes. He had on a pair of faded blue jeans that

accentuated his powerful and corded thighs.
ONo, because you arendt | etting anyone i n,
0l dondt depend on anyone but myself. What

OYou. 6 He reached f ar omerheand hplekc e d la waarn

you to stop calling me Chadwick, and use my name--Ro b er t . 6
oWhat about Bob, Rob, or Bobby?6 she sassed
oWomanéeo he growl ed.

Cami glanced at him and admitted what she had been denying to herself all along.

Robertds eyes war med, and he cupped her face.

111



